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SUSANNA MORTON. that she was launching herself at him, notwithstanding she was so 
this point upon an unknown sea. nervous she hardly knew what to

“I’m old enough to be,” Mr. Gill- ' 
ver frankly responded, for Mr.
Culver’s age was too well known 
to be denied, and too great to be 
hid under a bushel.

“Isn’t there something some­
where about the old fools being the 
biggest?” laughed Susanna.

“But I’m not so old as that, yet.”
"Ah !” and her eyes twinkled.

“Is yours a case of :
1 “Standing with reluctant feet,

Where the silly seasons meet ?”
Mr. Culver assumed 

serious air and there was a smile 
on his face when he replied ; there 
was rather a shadow of regret :

"Yes, Miss Susanna,” he said, “I 
do not stand reluctant, for I think 
if I had been more of a fool in one 
regard I would hâve been less of a 
fool in another. That is to say, 
man is a fool to waste his life sel­
fishly as I have done.”

This was the auspicious moment 
Susanna had been seeking. She 
would now lead right up to the 
matter and find a listener to her 
proposal.

“Why don’t you marry, Mr.
Culver ?” she asked, with direct­
ness. “You are not too wise to 
consider the question, I hope.”

“Certainly not, Miss Susanna,” 
he smiled. “I’ve been considering 
it for 20 years.”

“Then you ought to stop 
sidering it and pop it” “ 
laughed and Mr. Culver also.

“I hardly think I’ll ever do 
that,” he said, seriously. “I 
wouldn’t know how to go ^ about 
it, to make my case half present­
able. I’ve given myself up, you 
know, as a bad job.”

“Some of these new women will 
be charging down on you some of 
these days, teaching you the newer 
doctrine that women have the right 
to say whether you have the right 
to do as you please with yourself.
In other words, some one of them 
will capture you in spite of 
yourself/’ *

“Not much, they won’t,’ asserted 
Mr. Culver, with a great show of 
courage. “If there is anything I 
don't want to marry it’s 
with foolish notions of that kind.”

Susanna’s heart went down to 
her shoes on the instant. Here 
was an insurmountable obstacle in 
her path, and with Mr. Culver 
holding to such an opinion, what 
good would a proposal be from her, 
even if she should master up 
courage enough to make it The 
thought made her mute for a 
minute and in that minute 
scheme came, one that had been 
there before, too, but bad gone 
wool gathering while she was beat­
ing about the bqsh with the new 
woman idea.

“I think myself they are horrid,” 
she said, with an effort to swallow 
something that would net go down 
very easily.. “But there is the leap 

privilege. All women, new 
and old, can claim that, and you 
mustn’t forget that this is a leap 
year.”

“I had forgotten It,” he said, 
moving his chair into the far 
comer of the fireplace, but still 

away that he was out 
of the pleasant influence of 
Susanna's nearness. He sat there 
for ah instant making himself 
shiver with terror, and then he 
moved back, possibly a little nearer 
than before.

“Forewarned Is forearmed,” she 
said ; “and now that I have told 
you of the dangers ahead I hope 
you will profit by my advice.”

“Oh, I’m not afraid,” he asserted, 
in a good voice, “I’m just waiting 
for that sort of thing, The custom 
of tradition, whatever you may call 
it, is an old-fashioned one, and only 
an old-fashioned 
think of it, and that is the kind I 
want So none of them had better 
tty it unless she means business.”

Surely no finer opening could be 
presented to a young woman in her 
mood than this, ana Susanna gave 
herself a shake and took another 
long breath. The time had come, 
and she was not the woman to lose 
so glorious an opportunity.

“Mr. Culver/ she began, in 
firm voice and with great earnest­
ness, “I have for a long time been 
thinking you ought to marry and I 
have even gone so far as to select 
just such a woman as I think 
would suit yon. I have had two 
or three consultations with her, 
and she is willing that I should 
present the matter to you, because 
I know you so well, and you will 
understand it better from me than 
if she should present it herself.”

When she was about to proceed 
further with her remarks, Mr.
Culver showed signs of real anxiety 
and arose te his feet.

“Miss Susanna,” he exclaimed,
"don’t say another word. Really, I 
cannot listen to it”

“But I must say it to you,” she 
insisted, because, as it seemed to 
her, that was the proper way to 
conduct a successful courtship, and 
now that she had begun it she 
most decidedly wished it to be 
successful.

“I tell you I won’t hear it. This 
entirely unexpected, and I am 

thing in my conduct has 
ever warranted you in broaching 
this subject to me.”

Mr. Cul
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— If there was one thing in all her 
experience that Susanna Morton 
was heartily tired of it was the 
evident and continuous purpose of • 
mankind to permit her to remain at 
spinster.

True ohe had been one so long ic 
would seem that she should have 
become accustomed to it; but by 
some strange fatality women—that 
is, the majority of women—never 
accept their lot in tnis Christian 
spirit which has won for them the 
endearing title of the gentler sex.

And Susanna Morton had put up 
with it as long as sho was going to.

Four leap years had passed her 
by, and she had submitted grace­
fully, but each year less gracefully 
than she had done the year previ­
ously, and there were moments in 
the last of the four when she be­
came almost desperate. Now that 
a fifth had come her mind was 
made up. She would take the 
reins of Cupid in her own hands 
and drive that harum-scarum little 
rascal in a manner to suit herself. 
She knew her good points, one of 
which was that she was thirty-five 
years old or thereabouts, and 
possessed a poise and balance no 
man who was looking for a real 
sensible woman as a wife could 
afford to disregard. In addition to 
this she had—what men seldom 
disregard—a comfortable fortune.

It was this fortune that had 
been the real stumbling block in 
the matrimonial path of Susanna, 
and not any lack of attractive 
qualities in her possession, for she 
was not homely, nor was she any­
thing but charming. The fortune, 
however, which was hers from her 
sixteenth birthday, had developed 
in her a fear that men sought for 
her money and not for herself, and, 
never having fallen in love with 
any of her courtiers she did not 
find it difficult to resist advances, 
believing as she did that men were 
mercenary, as я rule, and that some 
day the one man in all the world 
for her would appear and claim 
her as his own.

However, he did not appear, and 
he continued not to appear, until 
Susanna had reached an age and a 
firmness of character, to put it 
mildly, when her fortune would 
have to be at least doubled to 
make her as attractive as she was 
at twenty.

This knowledge had come to her 
gradually, but was none the less 
forceful on that account, and she 
was determined not to let this leap 
year pass without results of a last­
ing character,

Of the men in her train there 
half a dozen who 

were eligible and any one of whom 
would hive made a husband any 
woman could be proud of. But 
they were merely friends; not a 
man-jack of them had ever sug­
gested such a thing as matrimony 
to her, and possibly this was why 
she liked them. So perverse is the 
nature of woman.

Among the half dozen was one 
who found the greatest favor in 
Susanna’s eyes, the others taking 
their positions after him in regular 
gradation, and this one Susanna 
selected as her victim for leap year, 
resolved to try all the others in 
case of failure in the first instance.

Truly, Susanna was a desperate 
spinster.

And no less spry, for in the 
course of his first call in the new 
year she began her opera tions. But 
it was a dreadful task, and the 
evening passed without a single 
step taken forward. The effort had 
been made, however, and courage 
always comes with effort,

When he came again she was so 
wrought up over the work before 
her that her eyes sparkled and her 
cheeks glowed in rosy color.

He was ten years older than she, 
and always assumed that blees-my- 
soul style affected by elderly men.

“Oh, thank you, Mr. Culver,” she 
twitted, “I’m sure you only think 
oo. I look just as I always look.”

“Of course, Miss Susanna, only 
slightly more so.” He smiled, but 
there was that in the tone which 
had the ring of insincerity, cr at 
least superficial and society sin­
cerity, which is very nearly the 
same thing, and which made 
Susanna despise the flattery of men 
that so far meant to her no disso- 
lttion of the continuity of her 
spinsterhood,

She was good-natured about it, 
however, and let Mr. Culver go on 
with whatever he had to say, for if 
there was any man who could make 
flattery any more palatable to her 
than any other man that man was 
Mr. Culver, But it was soon otter, 
and when he had fixed himself 
comfortably in an easy chair with 
which he was familiar he seemed 
to have forgotten whether Susanna 
looked like л fright or a fairy, and 
began talking about all sorts of 
things, as people do who talk for 
the mere sake of talking,

At all events, that’s the way it 
presented itself to Susanna, and 
she felt the spirit of desperation 
slowly creeping over her. She 
took a long breath for qqpourage- 
ment, and tentatively turned the 
subject of conversation upon the 
most recent wedding which had 
occurred in their circle,

“What a pair of fools they were 
and are',” said Mr, Culver, sentimen­
tally, ‘Ito marry on nothing but his 
salary, and that not big enough for 
two.”

do.Foe Sale or To Let “Hold on, Susanna, hold on,” he 
exclaimed. “Confound it!” (that 
shocked her, for she knew no girls 
ever talked that way under such 
circumstances, however much she 
must have thought it.) “I don’t 
want you to be talking in any 
other woman’s interest. There is 
only one woman in the world that 
I want, and—and—and—” Mr.
Culver was getting nervous himself 

r and Susanna gasped. “And— 
Susanna,” he said, desperately, 

“don't you know that woman is 
you ? You Susanna. Don’t you 
know it is you ?”

Mr. Culver caught Susanna’s two 
hands in his and looked into her 
eyes with such a pleading, pathetic, 
intense sincerity that all her plans 
were consumed like straw in a 
fierce blaze and she simply fumbled 
into his arms and let him finish the 
proposal she thought she had be­
gun in such a masterly

And Mr. Culver finished it with 
glittering 
relief of
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General Hew» an'* ’ ,.ee. .
The rebellion in Madagascar has spread 

over nearly the whole island.

Gen. Weyler has left Havana and will 
resume active operations against Msceo.

Hon. Clifford Sifton, Minister of the 
Interior, was elected to the Commons in 
Brandon by acclamation.
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The Hamburg dock laborers' strike 
th.eittne to spread to other ports. At 
prennt sir thonteod men ere ont.

A Catholic man me. ting vu held at 
8r. Boniface and a resolution parsed con­
demning the school roulement.

The Tariff Commiroion has ironed в 
circular to agrionltaml societies of si! kinds 
inviting them to give their views on the 
questions now before the country.

English Spavin Liniment removes »U 
bard, soft or calloused Lumps and Blemishes 
from horses, Blood Spsvin, Curbs, Splints, 
Bing Bone, Sweeney, Stifles, Sprains, Sore 
and SwollenThroet, Coughs, eta Ssve $60 
by use of one bottle. Warranted the most 
wonderful Blemish Cure ever known. Wer 
anted by J. Fallen 6 Son.

Alex. Bell, the missing Mansger of the 
imaginary Scottish Canadian Loan A 
Investment Co, of Montreal, мета to have 
swindled a large Bomber of Ontario people.

The storm of Thursday in Msnitofla was 
one of the severest on record. Railway 
train, were badly interfered with. The 
•term was followed by intensely cold 
weather. ,

Itch, on hnmsn or animale, cured in 3 
minute» by Woodfon1. Sauitar Lotions, 
Warranted J. Fallen At Sou.

The steamer Carthagenian has arrived 
at St. John's. Nfld., from Liverpool, 
veying drafts of 800 offioera and men to 
relieve the British garrisons at Halifax, 
Bermuda end Ksqcimalt.

There is * report currant at Ottawa that 
Hon. Wilfred Limier will be knighted on 
New Year's day. Her Majesty could not do 
e more graceful sot, or bestow honor on a 
more worthy min.

▲ Wonderful fleoh Producer.

This is the lull given to ScotU Emu 
sion of Cod Liver Oil by many thousand 
who have takeit. It not only gives flash 
end strength by virtue of its own nutrition» 
properties, bat c hute, an appetite for food 
Uoe il and try your weight. Soott’e Kmol. 
sion is perfectly pal stable. Sold by all 
Druggists, it 80a and $1.00

The governorship of Ootsrio will fall 
v.osnt next Msy, that of British Colombie 
next November, and that of Quebec in 
December, 1897, and ell no doubt will he 
filled by good staunch Liberals. "Things 
ere coming our way."

Hon, Chro. Mickle, who représente Birtle 
in the Manitoba legislature, has been select­
ed as Provincial Secretary of that Province, 
in snooeroion to McMillan, now Attorney 
General in Sifton’s place.
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Steamers otsriy size constructed & famished, complete.
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NOTICE TO HOLDERS OF 
TIMBER LICENSESOmCE:

DESICHTO, РЬДУМ АУР Я8ТПІАТД5 УХГВЗШДЮ 0» АРРЬІОАТІОУ Crown Laid Office, 24 Jvlt, 1886- 
The attention of all holders of Timber Lloenees is 

ailed to Section 1» of the Timber Regulations, 
which read» as follows

* 19 No Spruce or Pire trees shall be cut 
•J Lloe°eee under any License, not even 
їоГЛі!*І?к\ wh c.k WU* not make a log at least 

tejd ten inohee *t the small
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10.10 •*
10.86 «
10.66 "
11.15 ••

ALBERT t DUNN.
Surveyor GeneralMIXEDFor і MIXED

Mixed 
1.16 p. m. 
1.86 « 
1.65 « 
2.46 «• 
8.06 “ 
8.26 «•

lv. Chatham,
Nelson
At. Chatham June., 
Lv. •• ••

At. Chatham,

* Advance office. 2 53
3 00 is4 07№ Gents’. Summer Underwear.6 06 sure no

HOMAN 8l PUDDINGTON 
SHIP BROKERS AND COMMISSION 

MERCHANTS.
Spnu» Lumber, Lalha and Anthracite Coal,

з ) {•« hlrta and Drawer, only 50ctiL««ch

•• 8 ••
“ 1,00
“ 7.1 to .1,16" “ 8.00

Q-OIBTO SOUTH.
ver wne very evidently 

in earnest, and Susanna almost 
chuckled to herself, for this was 
the very way young women acted 
under the circumstances in which 
Mr. Culver was placed. All it 
needed now was a little

“But they are happy,” argued coaxing, and Susanna nerved her- 
Susanna. „ self for the final pop,

“I suppose so,” Mr Culver un- “Perhape yon have not thought 
willingly admitted; "it takes fools so," she Ш in her softest vmce, 
to be happy- wise people Know too but to me there has ever been a 
muci1, desire to say to you what I am

“Are you wisep questioned now saying. Mr. Culver—John,” 
Susanna, nervously^ for she felt Susanna came very close to

« Mixed 
10.00 a. m. 
10.20 “ 
10.40 •' 
1116 »• 
1186 ** 
11.66 p. m.

3.20». m. Natural Weal ««
Им Cashew

(8ош —»

Gent»' Summer Dusters.
Uoate end Veste

end Tweed Outing Suite.

Beet Alpaoca Coats and Ve^te. 
Bisquit-Col’d Corded Coats.

Tbe Utrat Flrocy Colored Sneamer Dusters,, only 85c,

2 10
Neleon
Ar. Ohsthsm Junction, 4.00 " 
Ly. « '• 4.26 ••
Netoeo

3 408 00 arggggll Ж REVERE HQJJSE.INDIANTOWN BRANCH.
........ Blackvlll»..................
........ Iudiaatown.....................

FO* I*D*TOH
lv 8.00mm..
ar 8 60 '

FOR ILK’VLt
COPYRIGHTS. 50sr 6 00 p ro 

lv A16 “
4.46
5 06 "WM f Pars 

BeWrtto to
120 BROAD STREET,

■адаьлй^-
torroerly toe Befee НГОК, kept by lira Qregaa 
Owelertobto ■nnroiaiiilai ii, far    „

Sample Rooms.
OOOO aTABUNQ on tbe promu*

Mrs. Desmond,

The above Table is made up on Baetern standard time.
The train* between Chatham and Fredericton will also stop eneu signalled at the following бат 

elding. Upper Neleon Boom, Cbelmslord, 3rey Replie, Upper Black ville, B lias field 
Carrol*», McNamee*», Ludlow, Aatie Crowing, Clesrwater, Portage Road, Forbes' Hiding, Upper Oroaa 
Creek, Covered Bridge, Ztoevtlle, Durham, Natowssk, Manser’» Hiding, Pennisc.

Exprès* Trains oo L C. R-ron through to destinations on Sunday. Exprès» trains run Sunday moraines 
but not Monday mornings. д *

IV IV Q »re mads at Cbatham Junction with the I, C. RAILWAYVVlVLl JCaVIIVJX O foraU points East and West, and at Fredericton with tin 
C P. RAILWAY fnt Montreal and all points in the upper province* and with the О. P. RAILWAY 
tor Ht John and all pointe Weet, and at Gibson for Woodstock, Houlton, Grand Falls Edmundston 
and Presque Isle, and at Créés Creek with Stage for Stanley.

Con. South Street, NEW YORK. 
Correspondence and Consignments Soliicltedtofob- moreStations— Derby

ira
FOR SALE.e with-

51:.

ШШ An etigms lathe 8ft bed ana 20 inch swing,elevat- 
mg real, screw cutting etc.-

Apply to «
JAMES NEILSON, 

Canada House, Chatham rf, R
THUS. H9BSN, isnpt. ALEX. GIBSON Gen4 Manager R. A. MURDOCH’S.
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