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The Catholic Church and
Socialism

Our correspondent in Newfoundland in this
issue says that Cotton's Weekly was held up
as the htful example of Socialism among
the Catholics in the late elections.

The Tories held up Cotton’s ‘Weekly as the

man to Catholics that if they did not

out and fight Socialism, irreligion
. Sta Mot them.

* tholie ehurch.

We must admit that when priest after
priest gets up and denounces us as being all
manner of evil, we become somewhat pro-
voked.

We are neither for nor against the Catholio
chureh, but we must_ look at facts as they

really are. .
_ The Catholie hierarchy are fighting Social-

ism.

They are fighting the temporal interests of
the working class.

They are standing in with the labor skin-
nmers to oppose the working class freeing
themselves.

In Germany .the Catholic church runs yel-
low or seab upions, to hamper and ‘defeat
the work of the trade unions run by the
working class.

In tl last conventién of the American
Federation of Labor, priestd were given the
floor and issued warnings that the unions
must not admit Socialism into their discus-
sions and hopes or the church would have to

< take steps to organize Christian unions.

In Italy for the first time the church sent
its voters to-the polls to vote against Re-
publicans and Socialists.

In Ireland the elergy prevented the strikers
sending their children to England. Even in
these cases when arrangements had been made
to have the children visited by priests, the
sending was stopped.

Thus the Catholic church fights Socialism.

t we need not worry over this.
The Catholic church is not a homogeneous

It is composed of powerful prelates who
handle the church revenues, on the one hand,
and on the other it is composed of poor par-
ish priests who labor, hear mass, charge
pew rents, collect the revenues, and forward
it to the powerful prelates to spend.

The economic interésts of the hierarchy and
the parish priest ARE ANTAGONISTIC.

Hence, when the revolution breaks, you will
see the . Catholic church split wide open on
ECONOMIC questions.

This happened before in the French revolu-
tion. The high prelates of the church sided
with the king and nobles and robbery.
country priests sided with the revolutionaries.

In the Catholic church of the twentieth cen-
tury, the high prelates will side with the cap-
italists. The poorly paid priests drawn from
among the toilers will side with the work-
ing class and Socialism. At present they
must keep quiet for they afe under the thumb
of the princes of thé church,

T N
J What Everyone Should know

A ity is composed of so many indi-
viduals. Every individual in that communit;
forms a particular part of it, and is d
ent each upon the other for existence. Each
‘performs certain functions, and these func-
tions collectively form the life of the commu-
nity. The shoemaker is dependent upon the
tailor, the tailor upon the shoemaker, and
both upon the agriculturist, and so on. Ome
cannot exist without the other. All are the

roduct of each and each of all, and there-
ore each has as much right as another to
maintainance in the community. When, there-
fore, a eommunity iS composed, as our Com-
munity at present is composed, of individuals
who do not recognize the right of each to
each and each to all, that community is
founded upon the grossest injustice.

The instruments of production are in the
possession of a few individuals ; such possess-
ion is g misappropriation of the community’s
goods. All goods are produced as a conse-
quence of life in society, and if any individu-
al lays claim to any goods that claim is-un-
just. Now, a few individuals have,appropria-
ted the land and the instruments of produc-
tion, and have made that appropriation legal.
They possess these, and compel men to work
for their pleasure,-and by virtue of their legal
possession restrict the requirements of so-
ciety. As a consequence of this we have men
able and willing to work who eannot get work
to do—although there is plenty of useful work
that could be done—because no profit ean be
made out of their labor by the owners of the
instruments of production. Thus we get pov-
erty, erime, prostitution and other evils of
the vilest description ; evils which, we say,
can be remedied only by the whole of the
functions of society working together in
unison, and harmonizing into one complete
association, all having one- common trend. No
community can be just, fio community can be
moral, which is so constituted as to enable
any individuals to secure economic dominance
over others. Association is the only moral-
ity ; therefore Socialism is the only system of

" justice.

Socialists desire to abolish the present eco-
nomic system of production for profit, where-
by a few individuals appropriate more than
their just share of the goods produced by so-
ciety, and to establish a systemv of society
‘wherein everything should be owned and con-
trolled in common, for the best material ad-
vantage of every, = individual. From whence
comes all the wealth that we see around us
today ¥ It has come only by the application
of labor to natural products; from thence
alone comes wealth. Our system of sotiety,
however, is so constructed that when an indi-
vidual is posses of much -wealth—wealth
obtained as a result of centuries of life in so-
ciety—that individual can legnlly exploit and
dominate his fellow-man. Socialists, there-
fore, wish to abolish such an iniquitous sys-

The | combine worked better, as, getting all

(Special correspendence)
We have just closed a stremuous
campaign, and I have been desi
ly s0) us the first Boeialist

5" Bottoh’s is neither for or against the Ca- ' Liberal Party, led

| the Fishermen's Union Party, led
Coaker.
The latter party sprung into existemce about
three years ago when W. F. Coaker orzanized
the first in Herring Neck, il
district, with 5 membership of ni
ing the whole of the morthern coast of New-

space of _years in’organizing some
hundred and sixty-five branches, haviag
tal membership of eighteen thousand
bers. He and the organization have
with bitter opposition, every despicable means
being resorted to to crush Coaker in order to
kill the organization. And why ¥ The organ-
ization was formed to include fishermen, min-
ers, farmers and lumber workers, for the pur-
pose -of obtaining on behali of the fishermen
(who from: the greater portion of the member-
ship) the highest price for fish and oil that
the market allowed to pay ; for the miners,
to improve their condition and obtain higher
wages ; for the farmers to obtain from the
government such emcouragement in the way
of bonuses as to make farming - paying ven-
ture ; for the lumbermen improved conditions
in camps, better food and higher -
Previous to the formation of - the Fi -
men's Union, the had been accus-

the merchant from whom they obtained their
supplies to pass over the fish and oil to him.
As soon as they had caught a certain uan-

had in hand and he would advise the

suit themselves. When the fish were sent im
by the fisherman, he was credited with

account, or he
was scarce, the combine would often not work
well, as all the merchants who formed it were |

each other (to the advantage of the fisher
men) almost up to the point that the mar-
ket would allow. When fish was plentiful the
the
fish they desired, they would tumble down the '
price (although the foreign market was firm)
to almost nothing. The consequence was the |
fishermen realized they were fleeced, but were
powerless to help themselves. {

The same thing happened in the seal fishing, '
until one of the seal fishers. W. F. Coaker
by name, in his little homestead at Coaker-
ville, who had felt many times the extortiom
and exactions of the capitalists, began to
think for himself instead of letting others do
his thinking for him.

The result was that he called together a
number of his friends at Herring: Neck and
outlined 5 plan whereby they could get a bet-
ter share of the wealth they helped to create. !
The plan was the formation of the union as
already outlined.

After succeeding in getting several thous-
and workers to form the union, Coaker estab-
lished , weekly paper called the Fishermen's
Advocate. The object of the paper was to
keep the membership informed of what was
being done in connection with the wuniom,
what the capitalists were doing, and the gov-
ernment as well. This proved to be » =zood

bued with unionism and were determined
follow Coaker, where he willed.

Having established many councils in the|
fishing centres, Coaker had the chairmen of
each council instructed to telegraph him at|
his head office in St. Johns what quantity of
fish was caught, and what was beinz offered |
by the merchants. He (Coaker) in the mean-
while kept in touch with the foreign market
(where most of the fish go) and knew
could be given for fish. Like all eapitalists,
the merchants always gave as little as they

to

below what could be given, as the members of
the union controlled the supply of some hund-
reds of thousands of quintals of fish. Coaker
would wire back ‘“hold back vour fish.”" The
result was that in many cases no fish could
be had, and as the summer fish bad to be de-
livered in 5 certain time, the merchants had
eventually to put up the price. The result
has been that since the Union was establish-
ed, fish has fetched anywhere from twenty to
forty per cent bigger prices. The same ap-
plied to oil.

Having succeeded so far, the mext step om
the part of Coaker was the making of * the

get certain législation emacted into law that
persons in the union and those wishing
join had to pledge themselves to support only
the Candidate of the union. Any member re-

eighteen electoral
branches of

districts  in

majority of voters, Trinity, Bonavista, and
Togo districts. The first and second are re-
presented in the Legislature by three mem-
bers each, the lattet by one. In the remain-
ing five, Port-De-Grave, Harbor Grace, Bay-
De-Verde, Twillingate, St. Barbe, the wumion
members represented about 2 third of the vo-
ters in each distriet. -

The platform of the union contaimed whar

as it may, it does mot do away with the
class character of the fight in which the un-
ion is .) The platiorm called for the
adop.uon P! th:n:lollowing,

tem, and to ensure all wealth _into
the possession of the whole of the people—by
whom it rizt::liy should be owned—to be msed
in their mutual interest.

There are two hundred and ninety-four mil-
lions population in India, and Great Britain
is watching the growing unrest of the country
like 3 mouse watching a cat.

Mr. Workea; w&y do you m}r—ht hﬁm think-
masters. You better
t?mm‘ly than not at all.

Refer Reeall.

Appointment of Transport Commission to
regulate freight and passenger rates om rail-
ways and ips.

Adoption of a minimum wage

Free and compulsory education

State insurance.

Old age pensions for men and women seves-
ty years and over.

Government to advance eash for purchase of
motor boats for fishermen

ys

Bonus of twenty dollars an aere
for each acre of newly eleared

to fagmers

tomed, when getting their supplies m the vernorshi
spring, for fishing purposes, to be asked b.y;‘o P-

tity, say late in July or early im Am,(
they would wire to the merchant what t.by:

educator for the fishermen, who soon got im-| wards.

what |

could, which more often than not was' far charges of short weight and false

fishery to help make

the
er

, and
T % P T with
wn land at a lm price to par-

eomp. ~etti
millions of dol of which cnbin:f
ven the
against

#

. editor,

4 amlommd and paid tosts. It did
give away information until
public was made aware that
was good ground im the sweeping charg-
made against the cabinet, for Coaker on
| behalf of Fishermen’s Union, lodged a pro-
test to the governor against the retention of
the of Justice, Hon. Donald Morris-
m, as one of his advigers, and: asked for Mor-
s dismissal from the cabinet. After sev-
eral weeks, Governor 'Williams gave his final
{ anmouncement that he absolved the Minister
{of Justice of the charge on the ground that
i be believed the Minister when iy reply to the
Governor’s letters asking him as to his con-
{mections with these lumber companies, the
Minister admitted some of the charges,  but
declared be had forgotten the law in relation
{to the same. The governor was subjected to
{the severest criticism for His staggering deci-
ision, which ended in his retiring from the
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A few months later, the govern
| bitterly attacked the Advocate, and . Coaker
| himself, in the vilest manner possible.) They
also attacked the Union Trading Company.
The Uniost. Trading Company was ‘ formed
about ecighteen months ago, with an author-

be

nt organs

ing of .it, giving whatever the curremt pnm'md capital of $100,000, divided into
was in Newfoundland. Usually the merchants of ten dollars each.
would meet about that time and fix prices to | purchased by union men. No one persom could

Shares could only

more than $5000 worth of shares.

; the | The shares were mot transferable to any but
price the merchants had fixed, if be had an | members of the union. Y

Inside of six months

was paid in cash.® If m*_slo.m was subscribed, and 3 dry goods, pro-

vision and grocery store was established in
St. Johns.

The first six months operation

eager to get a share and would bid against | was suecessful far bevond anticipation, and it

was seenm a dividend could be paid to. the
shareholders. By the end of the vear $40,-
900 had been subscribed. Branch stores were
established in 3 dozen different outposts, most
of them being very successful. None of these
stores were to make profit, but were to sell
goods at cost amnd charges, which include
rent. salaries, transportation, fuel, light and
wharf expenses. Shares still were being
bought until now the total subscribed capital
amounts to $90.000. A steamer was purchas-
ed in England with 5 carrying capacity of
about 400 toans. for carrying freights of the
company. and to ecarry coal from Sydney.
This coal is supplied at cost, after the usual

i freight charges and expense of operating the

steamer are met. This means 3 saving to un-
ion men of from 3 dollar to two dollars on a
ton of coal, according to the place where the
coal is landed. The plan on which the Trad-
ing Company is operated is to furnish goods
at the lowest possible price. A central store
is operated in St. John's, which is the cen-
tre of distribution for the twenty stores now
in operation in different parts of the island.
Dry goods, hardware, provisions, groceries,
coal, are imported. Coal is sent direct: to
each plage from Sydnev, the rest is sent from
the central store here. No big salaries are
paid. the highest being $960—from that down-
This enables the company to handle
its central store im such a2 way as to be able
in most cases to undersell competitors. and
pay , dividend of from eight to tem per cent
profit besides. It is the central store that
makes the dividend possible ; the branch
stores as already stated sell their goods at
cost and charges. The total amount of busi-
mess last year was ; little over $200,000. and
this vear it is likely to go close to $400,000.
To be sure, the Trading Company has met
{ with the fiercest opposition from many of the
merchant class. In the government press,
measure
were made. [Libel suits were entered against
the Plaindealer; Chronicle and Herald, and
they ended in the three papers making abject
apologies and paving costs

This spring Coaker, who is also manager of
{ the Uniom Trading Co.. imported 20,000 hogs
beads of salt for union fishermen. The mer-
chant combine had fixed the price at $1.50 per
hogshead. The Union Trading Company sold
it to their union men at $1.20. The mer-
chants became vicious. They reduced the
price to $1, (less'than it cost) with the hope
of killing the Trading Company. But the un-

Union into a political party so as to able to! ion men were loyal. and preferrex paying the

{20 cents more, knowing that if the

Union

: { Trading Company was killed they would be
would help farther to benefit the people. A.Ei'om offi-than ever. Such in brief is an out-

line of the co-operative part of the union.
ing again to the political side, up to

: |  Returning
fusing to do so was expelled. Out of the | the latter part of August the pblitical situa-
A % E e | tion
the union existed in eight. In|parties in the ficld—the People’s Party (known
three of these members’ of the union were a|as the Tory Party) led by Sir E. P. Morris,

was very complex. There were three

and which had bee: the goverming partv for
; the Liberal Party, led

and the Union Party,

W. F. Coaker, President of the Union
Union party was organi in only 8
18 electoral districts, it ébuld only put
up candidates for these districts with only
three, Bonavista, Trinity and Fogo, that
would likely eleéct union men. The others as

Socialists would call mere reforms. (Be that|already stated, had only a third of their vo-

ters as wmiomists. The Liberal Party saw
that its only chance of defeating the eovern-
ment was by a coalition with the union forc-
es. Mr. Coaker submitted the platform of the
wnion party which the Liberal party . agreed
to with the exceptiom of three, Referendum
and Recall, State Insurance, and the ddvanc-
{ing of cash to fishermen to purchase motor
{boats. Mr. Coaker also asked the Liberals to
| support the twelve union candidates selected.
A hiteh acen pere. ‘and matters = stood.
t

ralihql party. It was soom

iberal Party would ndt enter the field with
the opposition forees divided, and that there
fore the Union Party would have to fight the

te by each of the nine members of |

arty ./ This

suse return of the Tory Party, and

was certain legislation of 3 benefic

to the Boyle sure to follaw should the coali-
tion /" (Union spd” Liberal) be the victorious
party, it was decidéd to unite with the Liber-
als, leader, Sir Robert Bond, agreeing to
accept ten of the twelve whion candidates.

About the middle of September the parties
| were lined up, and the battle commenced. To-

the close of the campaign the Tory
Party saw the union was much stronger than
expected, and so they eentred all their attacks
'on Coaker and the umion.
espoused Socialism in debate and in conversa-
tion, every one recognized me as a Soeialist.
As soon as I was selected candidate by the
}eouncxl of Port-De-Grave district, and it was
| made kmown, Coaker and all eandidates, Lib-
‘eral and Uniom, were dubbed as Socialists. I
| assure you, I was not in any way diseoncert-
|ed. but rather pleased. To add further to the
farcé of their attaoks the Tory party and
| their papers stated a vile sheet known as
i Cotton’s Weekly was bei distributed in
| the country by Grimes, Coaker and company
to destroy the churches, institute godless
schools, and do away with all priests, minis-
ters, nuns, prayer-beads, etc. This was work-
ed most effectively in Catholio distriets, with
the result that of the 14 Catholic members,
only two were returned on the opposition side
and they by narrow majorities.. Extracts
from Cotton's demouncing the Roman Catho-
lic church were read from the platform, its
attitude towards Salvation Army and every-
thing else that referred to religion in any
way. The ‘Tory papers, Herald and News,
were filled with it, and Coaker was challene-
ed to denmy that he was responsible for the
circulation -of Cotton's Weekly ~and -a paper
called the Menace.

A few days before polling day a maniac
rushed on Sunday morning into the Roman
Catholic eathedral at Harbor Grace and at-
tempted to shoot Bishop Mareh while s
mass. This was takén up immediately by the
Tories, who sajd the man was 5 Socialist and
a brother of Coaker.

This latter charge has led Mr. Coaker to

enter. a libel-suit against the Daily News,
which also includes the charge that he. is cir-
culating Cotton’s. Mr. Coaker is not a .Soe-
ialist. So far he has not asked me to re-
frain talking Socialism. Few of the union
men understand it, and they were not desir-
ous of me talking it from the latfqrm. With-
out mentioning the word Socialism,'I spoke
of the class struggle, public ownership of the
railways, electrie light plants, co-operation in
industry, and most of them said it was good.
They had never heard anything like it before.
Opposed to me was the Speaker of the
House, the Hon. Mr. Warren. invited him
at one of the meetings where we-/had a joint
debate to » discussiom of these points. = He
quite understood, and thought it very revolu-
tionary, but refrained from discussing that
part of my address, keeping nearly all the
time to a defense of his government. The el-
ection resulted in the return of the govern-
ment by a majority of six, they getting 21
seats, and the coalition 15, the unionists get-
ting 8 out of the 15. The government bought
its election with the aid of the Reid New-
foundland Company, a powerful corporation,
which runs all the railways in the country,
the docks, and the electric. light plant .in St.
John's. Contested election petitions are likely
to be filed before January.
The newspaper diseussion has now boiled
down to a religious question. The opposition
press takes the stand that the Roman Catho-
lic element voted for the government beeause
its leader was 3 Roman Catholic, and threw
aside all other consideration in the matter.
The opposition press declares there must bea
re-distributian of seats to give the Protect-
ants greater representation

The government Party stands 12 Catholics
9 Protestants ;: - the Opposition 13 Protest-
ants, 2 Catholi(s. Although 5 Protéstant my-
self) T*do not relish antagonism between Ca-
tholics and Protestants, as it makes it diffi-

of denominations. More than two-thirds of
the Fishermen’'s Protective Union are Protest-
ants

In France the government runs the tobacco
factories as a state monopoly. Reeeipts are
$100,000,000 per vear, of which $88,000,000
are profit. We can get these figures because
the tobacco industry is s state function and
open for inspection. We say the profit arising
from the working class is enormous. The cap-
italist class pocket millions.

The Bowser-McBride combination of B. C.,
allows the immigration grafters in England
to go on flooding that eountry with ads. set-
ting forth the attraections of B.C., while the
capitalist papers of the eity of Victoria say
there are hundreds of unemployed in that city
and vicinity who are facing actual starvation.

Montreal Power net earnings for the month
of August last were $248,117. For four
months the net-profits were $968,624. That
is what one set of parasites get in four
months from ome company. Can you under-
stand now why your pay envelopes are so
light, vou worker ?

The city council of Victoria has opened a
bureau where men begg...z for work can reg-
ister their names. Why don’t they go further
than this, and vote that the nation supplies
work for its hungry workers ¥ But that
would be too much like Soeialism.

Men who suffer from dropsy of the think
pores, owing to the swelling of the ale-men-
tary canal, firmly believe that a baby boylet
bhorn in a rose-tintéd bed chamber is the sup-
erior of the child of the street sweeper born
in the slums.

1f the people owned the land and lived on
it instead of allowing' vermin too much
breathing space, that would destroy ineentive
to work., and would break up the home. Oh,
happy home. ;

What the Liberal and Conservative ~overn-
ments did for your father and grandfather,
they are doing for you today.” Do you mnever
vet tired of the raw deal ¥

The eapitalist owns the means of life, there-
fore owns the workers who¥must eome
him "and .beg for life. e

As I have always |

cult to get the workers eombined regardless |

to
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The Waf Trusts

P i the
'l‘bzmd.r:ou:t owers of world
QGreat Britain

more ships its rivals fol
stead of gaining security
building a bi navy,

Powers in their turn to

out. of the orders it
to build warships. -
In Great Britain the five

build! ships, but it

boom:: work is slack, completely
it dominated by the War Trust—gives its or-
ders to private firms.

truction by £4,

400,000 went to the contractors!
The British War Trust, thonch

by appeals to “‘patriotism,’

patriotism to come before profit

builds ships for Great Britain

Italy and Austria are Germany’
the British War ‘Trust builds for them. 3
How is it the War Trist has so muech
power 1 Because it controls the Liberal 1 <
Conservative Parties. Both in the Houss ]
Lords and in the House of Commons leaders
of the Liberal and Conservative Parties re=
present the War Trust. They are directors

and shareholders. $

Their names ¥ Here we can only give a few
of them. We will select ten from the
—Lord Aberconway, founder of the N:
Liberal Club, Lord Glenconner, Irw
brother-in-law, Lord Pirrie, Lord
the Right Hon. Lewis Harcourt, the Ig
Hon. Walurpl‘llnncimaé:, SJir Alired ¢
Stephen W.. Furpess, Sir J.

Tm are almost picked out at random. § 1
We could give many more

How . can this ~ridal be sl
the workers oapturing the Go'
the world.—British Labor Leader.

Shall Woman Work
By John M. Work. 4

It has sometimes been said that Socialism
would bring about a condition wherein there
would be no women wor!in:km the industries.

But that is a great mistake. el

To be ‘sure, we Socialists intend to abolish 3
the long hours and the undesirable conditic
under which women work at present.

So also wé intend to abolish the long
and the undesirable conditions under
men work at present.

We do not intend to prohibit mea
working altogether. e

And it would be just as ridienlons to.
pose that we intend to prohibit women I¥o
working altogether. Y

Possibly the women will not choose to
in the mines and fields. But, in my
opinion, there will be millions of them wo
ing in the mills, factories, offices and
where. And they will work in the mines
fields if they so degire.

It would . be fatsl to our prospects of 1
ing the women with the message of S
|if we were to give the millions of wage
{‘ng women to understand ‘that we did
| intend to let them continue to earn their @
living, but proposed to compel them to
| come dependent upon men. They prize
little independence they have, and they
more of it

It would be equally fatal to our prosp
| of reaching the women with the message
| Socialism if we were to give the married
| men to understand that they must remain
pendent upon men. It is one of the
hopeful signs of the times that they are e

ing under the galling chains of dependence.

Moreover, if we really \did intend to

women out of the industries, Socialism wo

not be worth having. .
| - Even the’rather pitiful measure of econo
| freedom secured by some women under ©
talism is exceedingly wholesome and b
cial. :

It is one of the greatest glories of Soe
ism that it will extend economie m
all women, and extend it to them in ab
dance .

Far from shutting women out of the indui
tries, Socialism will do just the opposite. =
It will open up to every women 3 full a
free opportunity, to eéarn her own living

to receive her full earnings,

{ This means the total cessation of m
}lor a home.

| It meins that there will be no more p
titution, either inside or outside of the u
riage relation.:

It -meaps that the ' sex relations b
men and women will be raised to a
purity which can scarcely be lmuines inder
the present degrading and impossible ecomn
tiops. 2

We are living in an age of sham, 0
cinders, and salmon tins. The age of g
tion for profit.. Jerry built houses,
housé sausages, fruitless jams, pn
brown paper boots, and adulterated com
ion wines

1f the people owned the ays and
lcd them for the benefit of wi 0
lthat would be Atheism, according to 4

masters

The Krupp Armament Works of Gen
netted during the year 1912 $9,150,000 prof
a zain of $2,000,000 over the previous
{ Krupps thrive on wars and war secares.

The ancient Peruvians were sun
pers. Canadians are success 0
And n&',‘what a price !

2




