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COMMISSION
WILL PROBE
RAILWAYS

Hon. W. J. Bowser, Former|

New Brunswicker, In-
cluded in Charges.

NAME COMMISSION

Wrongdoing Hiﬁted at in
Pacific Great Eastern
Railway Affairs,

(By Canadian Press.)

Victoria, B. C., Dec. 14.— A
royal commission will be ap-
pointed immediately to investi-
gate a very serious charge of
i,vrongdoing' in Pacific Great
Eastern Railway affairs, Premier
Oliver has announced. The
scope of the inves has not
been determined yet.

Premier Oliver will table the
provincial party’s petition in
favor of the royal commission
and charging that Hon. William
Sloan, the minister of mines,
and W. J. Bowser, opposition
‘eader, each received fifty thous-

ad dollars from the Pacific

Great Eastern Railway promot-
ers in return for a promise of
protection after the elections.

This charge and many others
made by the provincial party will
be investigated by the royal
commission, it is understood.
Was Former Premier. |
 Hon. W. J. Bowser, mentioned in the
foregoing despatch from British Colum-
bia, was formerly Premier of that
province. He was associated first in
political lifc with Hon. Richard Mc-
Bride, the dashing British Columbia
Premier whe was in power up to 1916
and then went to 'the Old Country to
become the provincial representative of
British Columbia. Hon. Mr. Bowser
succeeded Mr. McBride in the premier-
ship, but his party was dcfeated by
the opposition leaders, Hon. Mr.
Brewster and the present Hon. J. H.
King, Minister of Public Works at
Qttawa.

Brewster then became Premier and
Bowser Leader :of the Opposition.
Since that time he bas held this posi-
tion, and about a year ago there was a
ldrge provincial conventiop at Vancou-
ver which was attended by the Fed-
eral Leader, Hon. Arthur Meighen, and
Hon. H. H. Stevens. The names of
Loth Stevens and Bowser were placed
in  nomination for the position of
Jeader, and after an exciting struggle
Bowser was chosen.

Tke scandals arising out of the ad-
ministration of the McBride-Bowser
Government, drove many Conservative
supporters within the party and only

a short time ago a new provincial party
was formed which has insistently de-

manded an investigation into the ex-.
penditures on the Pacific and Great |

Yasiern Railway. Hon. William Sloane,
whe is also charged with receiving
money from the raillway promoters, is
a Liberal and a member of the Oliver
Government

Is a New Brunswicker,

Hon. Mr. Bowser was born in Rex-
ton, N. B, in 1867. He s a Bachelor
of Laws of Dalhousie University. He
has been living in the west for a good
nany yeats.

Hon. Mr. Sloan is a native of Ontario
end was born in 1867. He has been a
member of the Canadian House of
Commons. :

Claims Fluid That
Fortifies Body

New York, Dec. 14—Discovery of a
fluid for injection into the arteries, by
which white corpuscles are strengthen-
ed and multiplied for the battle against
disease or infection, is claimed by Dr.
Buff Ferguscn, of the U. S. health de-
partment, in service at Southampton,
on his arrival on the Majestic.

The fluid, he said, is based on a
solution of salicylate of mercury, and
has been perfected by him after years
of experimentation.

)Western Newspaper

Publisher Dead

Vancouver, B. C, Dec. 14.—Arthur
Lineham of Vlctoria, former news-
iaper publisher in Vancouver and Vic-
{oria, died suddenly last week in Los
Angeles. f

ker Faces Serious Charge In Railw

ay Probe

POOSOLOLOLCLORO,

FOCHEDOLDY

PLEASE, SANTA!

'

unless it is through The

it by sending your subscription to The
Times-Star Stocking Fund.

Principal From Rockefeller
Foundation.

Toronto, Dec. 14.—At a meeting of

decided to hand over to the university

Rockefeller trustees have been waying
t¢ the university the annual interest

are_handing over the principal.

Auto Hits Sl\ed;

and two perhaps fatally injured last
night when an automobile crashed into
a bobsled they were riding.

“This little fellow Has % driseh riéﬁt
to.a happy Christmas as anybody. But
he is one of the many unfortimate
Z:;:ggz?'g‘i:; 3;'“231‘27‘%2‘:“:1-‘&&?’:‘and it was sald involves liquor tran-
Evening
Times-Star Christmas Empty Stocking
Fund, Su:ely someone in St. John will
look after this I'ttle chap. You can do

UNIVERSITY GETS
MILLION DOLLARS

Toronto Institution to Receive

the University of Toronto board of
vernors yesterday it was announced
that the Rockefeller Foundation had

£1,000,000 as an endowment for the
maintenance of the faculty of medicine,
in recognition of the magnificent work
dope by the faculty for the advance-
ment of medical science and which cul-
minated in Dt. Banting's discovery of
ineulin. For the last three years the

derived from this sum and now they

4 Students Killed

Boulder, Col., Dec. 14—Four Uni-
versity of Colorado students were killed

> 3

Wire Briefs

St. Martin, Que.,, Dec. 14—One
house was completely destroyed
by fire here yesterday and two
badly damaged when fire broke out
in the residence of A. Turcotte,
a local butcher. .

Three Rivers, Que., Dec, 14—
Two children of Adelard Pepin,
Germain, 9 years, and Henri, 4
years, were burned to death yester-
day during a fire which destroyed
their home in the parish of Nico-
let, “near Ste. Monique.

Philadelphia, Dec. 14 —Two ban-
dits today bound and gagged the
paymaster of Michael Melody &
Son, builders, in the office of the
concern, and fled with $15,786,
which he was placing in envelopes
to pay the employes.

New York, Dec. 14—A light
blanket of snow, the first definite
indication of the approach of win-
ter, dropped on New York, during
the early hours of the morn'ngz.
Winter weather has not been so
in visiting New York in many
years.

Quebec, Dec. 14—Gustave Dube
was hanged at eight a. m. at Mont-
magny for the murder of his wife
in 1920 ,whom he was found to
have shot, while he claimed he was
killing hens on his. farm in St.
Adalhert. Until last night he had
expected that he might obtain a
delay or a commuytation of the
sentence.

ROBINOVITCH
IS SENT UP BY
MAGISTRATE

» Is Refused Bail in the Police

Court in a Liqour
Case. -

LAWYERS ARGUE

Bench Thinks Evidence Jus-

tifies Matter Going to

Higher Court,

Harry Rabinovitch, charged with
conspiring with Benjamin Friedman to
defraud Leon Chechik of between
$79,000. and $80,000 by deceit, was com-
mitted for trial this merning by Mag-
istrate Henderson in the police court.
Hon. J. B. M. Baxter, K. C., counsel
for the accused, contended that the
evidence of the prosecution laid abso-
lutely no basis for the charge of con-
spiracy to defraud. W. M. Ryan, for
the prosecution, based the charge on
section 144 of the Criminal Code, con-
tending that the monies in question
were to be paid over to Chechik in
trust, that this was not done but on
the contrary Smith and Friedman in
conjunction with Rabinovitch had
drawn the money from the bank and
had-refused to hand it over to Chechik
and now Friedman had skipped out.
_The maglstrate said he thought there
was sufficient evidence to send the ac-
cused up for trial and that in view of
the nature of the alleged offence and

“ithe penalty laid'down by law, he had

ino power to grant bail as requested by-
i Dr. Baxter. ! ¢

| The case is a very complicated one
sactions amounting in all to Some $236,-
1 000. Rabinovitch Spent last night in
jail as’ the sureties for bail to the
amount of $20,000 which had Dbeen
granted earlier by the magistrate were
not forthcoming.

One Witness

The only witness this morning was
C. M. Spence, assistant manager of the
Royal Bank of Cénada, who gave evi-
dence of checks for, various sfims which
had been drawn on' the accounts of
Smith and Friedman, one in particular
for $20,000 and one for $50,000. This
money, according to the prosecution,
should have gone to Chechik, but did
not reach him. The witness said the
account of Smith and Friedman was
closed out soon after these withdraw-
als, showing a balance of $9.000.

This evidence closed the case for the

prosecution and Hon. Dr. Baxter sub-
mitted for the defence that the case
was absolutely absurd; that there was
no evidence of any conspiracy to de-
fraud and that the agreement made in
Montreal by Chechik had appointed
Smith and Friedman to hold such
money. He contended that the magis-
trate had no right to send up for trial
every man who was charged with a
crime in the police court and that
while there may have been some un-
lawful act committed, certainly there
was no evidence to bear out the par-
ticular charge. In conclusion he asked
the magistrate to grant nominal bail
should there be a possibility of a de-
cision that there was sufficlent evidence
to commit the accused.
_W. M. Ryan, for the prosecution,
contended that under section 144 of
the Criminal Code, the evidence was
sufficient to show a conspiracy to de-
fraud. He thought it was quite evident
that Rabinovitch and Friedman bad
conspired against Chechik and the basis
of the conspiracy was laid at the timé
the agreement was made in Montreal.
Dr. Baxter objected that this was not
mentioned in the information laid.

The magistrate then gave his decision

<l and refused bail, saying that it would

have to be granted by a County or
Circuit Court judge.

Will Take Up Bail Matter.

Hon. J. B. M. Baxter, when asked if
he would take up the matter of bail
for Rubinovitch, said that.he>would
take it up tomorrow with either a

County or Circuit Court judge.

—— o e e

Court ‘Is Startled a
Evidence Blows Up

Pittsfield, Dec. 14—When a cork
popped to the ceiling from a ‘bottle of
moonshine reposing on a table in front
of Judge Walter B. Sanford in Great
Barrington district court, attaches and
witnesses jumped te their feet.

Chief of Police William J. Oschman
had taken the liquor to court as evi-
dence against Andrew Storti. Judge
Sanford found him guilty and fined
him $100.

Cement Association

Ordered Dissolved

New York, Dec. 14. — Federal Judge
Knox signed a decree vesterday dis-
solving the Cement Mannfacturing Pro-
tective Association.” He also ordered
the assoclation to discontinue the prac-
tice of interchanglng statistics regard-
ing production and granted all other
decrees sought by the Government.

Says Dry Critic Is
Bootleggers’ Friend

Springfield, Dec. 14—William M.
Forgrave, district superintendent of
the Massachusetts Anti - Saloon
League, a severe critic of the police
department in connection with pro-
hibition enforcement, is called ‘the
bootleggers and gamblers’ best
freind by Col. L. D. Hubbell, chair-
man of the police commission, Mr.
Forgrave answered by asking the
public whether police officials ‘who
know of law breaking and do noth-
ing to stop it, are better friends of
the law breakers than mere citizens,
who only call attention to the law-
[essness. :

ENGNE HITS GAS
SPEEDER: THREE DIE

Western Union Lineman Victim
of Collision—Seven Others
Injured.

Laporte, Ind,, Dec. 14—Three men
were killed and seven injured, three
seriously, when a New York Central
switch engine and a gasoline speeder
collided near here last night. All the
victims were linemen employed by the
Western Union Telegraph Co., ‘and
were riding on the speeder.

Edw. Keeney, of Joliette, Ills., fore- |,

man of the linemen,; saw the train ap-
proaching around a curve but believed
it to be on ancther track. As the train
bore down on the speeder the men
jumped, he said, but several were under
a tarpaulin which had been spread over
them as a protection against the wind
and did not 'hear their companions’
warning shouts. .

MR KNOLL WAS e et

SHOT BY BURELAR

Son Here Receives Further
Word of Tragedy
in South.

It was under circumstances similar
to those surrounding an incident
which occurred two years ago that F.
E. Knoll, father of W. F. Knoll, su-
perintendent of Pender’s Nail Works of
this ci'ty, met his death last week in
his grocery store in Little Rock, Ar-
kansas, according to a letter received
by Mr. Knoll this morning from his
brother Raymond in Milwaukee.- It
appears that Mr. Knoll surprised burg-
lars who were attempting to break in-
to his store and one of the criminals
fired three shots at him. One passed
throtigh his -head, anothdr hit him in
the arm, while the third, passing
threugh his ‘heart, caused almost in-
stant death.

The letter received this morning was
written on Monday and at ¢he time
another son of the murdered man, Gus
Knoll, was in Little Rock looking after
the bringing of the body back to Mil-
waukee, where burial took place on
Wednesday. News of the details of
the murder 'were conveyed by wire
from Little Rock to Raymond in Mil-
waukee. He said that the Little Rock
police were investigating the case and
believed they had a clue to Mr. Knoll’s
assailants.

BIG BATTLE
IN MEXICO
IS EXPECTED

President is Said to Have
Abandoned the Defence
of Mexico City.

- STROKE OF GENIUS

Press Despatches From War
Scenes are Delayed
Four Days.

British United Press

Monterey, Dec. 1—President Alvaro
Obregon seems definitely to have aban-
doned the defence of Mexico City and
to have withdrawn to the mountains
and plateaus of Guanajato and Quere-
taco to take up with his assembling
armies Adolfo De La Huerta's chal-
lenge to his power.
This move 18 not considered particu-
larly as evidence of Obregon’s weak-

ness, but rather as a stroke of the mili-
tary genius which General Obregon
has shown in Mexico’s previous wars.
A spectacular battle is in prospect.

Press dispatches from Mexico city
are delayed two to three days in
transmission due to -censorship and to
congestion on the Laredo route.

- Messages from Vera Cruz are con-
trolled absolutely by the Rebels under

from that city.
) (By Canadian Press) ¢

Vera Cruz, Dec. 14—A communica-
tion issued by the insurgent  leaders
says that “General Estrada, with three
battalions, four regiments and ten air-
planes, touched enemy forces from
Mexico City.”

(‘This may refer to the clash between
federal forces and those of General
Estrada which according to advices re-
celved in Juarezlast yesterday result-
ed in a victory for the federals. The
engagement is said to have taken place
at Coatlan, Jalisco, northwest of Mexi-
co City.)

The statement asserts that the
troops of Gen. Pedro Gonzalez were
able to enter San Andresc and Chaloh-
comula after defeating the forces of
Gen. Topete. An advance toward
Tehuacan, where a concentration of
about 1,000 federal troops has been re-
ported, is now being organized, the an-
nouncement says. < %

The same statement asserts that the
capture of San Marcos, althought de-
fended by an Obregon {orce, is expect-
ed momentarily.

Coast League
Pitchers To Cubs

Chicago, Dec. 14—Elmer Jacobs,
right hand pitcher of the Pacific Coast
League, and Fred Blake, right hand
pitcher, have been traded by the Seattle
Club to the Chicago Cubs, of the
National League, for Percy Jones, left
hand pitcher, George Stueland, right
hand pitcher, Clif Brandy, second
baseman obtained from the Rochester
club and a catcher to be named later

In addition the Chicago Club, will-

. hand ‘over a cagh consideration.

Mother With

Five Children,

Her Husband Out of Work,

Asks Aid of

Santa Claus

Many Sad Cases Reported to
Manager of The Empfy
Stocking Fund.

“T fhave five children, and don’t
see much chance to give them a
happy Christmas, as my husband
is not working and has no work
in sight yet.

“ would thank you very much if
you would help them have a happy
Christmas. Their ages range from
four months to eight years, I
would like a pair of stockings for
each from Santa Claus.”

Who can resist an appeal of this
It is one of the hundreds of
letters that The Times-Star Christmas
Empty Stocking Fund manager is re-

rature?

ceiving daily.

There is no more worthy c;bject than
Think of what a dandy, merry

this.
Christmas your little children are look-
ing forward to; then think of the many
unhavppy, disappointed children there
are going to be in the poor homes of
this city unless you GIVE SOME-
THING to the Empty Stocking Fund.

Among the many stories of hard
times which have been brought to the
attention of The 'Times since the

Fpty Christmas Stocking Fund was

was one relating to a family in the
North End of the city. The husband
and father is a carpenter and has the
name of being a very industrious man.
Yarly this year he was out of work
and“went to the States to try his for-

tune.

He secured work at his trade and
was igetting on his feet again when in
Scptember he had the misfortune to fall
from the roof of a two-story building.
He broke one of his feet, one of his hips
was dislocated, his back was badly
bruised. He remained in hospital in
the States ill four weeks ago, when
they sent him home.

At present he is hardly able to get
laround with the help of crutches, and
his wife has been trying to get out to
earn a dollar here and there at house-
work. As there are six children, how-
ever, the eldegt 12 yeers old, and the
youngest three years, she.is having a
kard’time. When a sacial worker hap-
pened to discover the family their out-
look was gloomy not only for the ap-

proaching ' festive season but even for
their immediate needs.

It was late in the day at the time,
but there were only a few potatoes in
the house to satisfy the hunger of the
inmavtz of the home. Temporary re-
liet s provided, but that will not
solve the problem of this unfortunate
family.

Help this family by helping the

started,” perhaps the most appealing
\

Empty Stocking Fund.

Speaking of Luxury

pup. Class, we say.

A novelty recently appeared in London streets in the form of a “spark-
plug” side-car for motorcycles. This shows one in use—by a young woman’s|

This she did.

She said she didn’t want that,

Mary's Thumb and Nose Get Her
_Into Trouble; Cost Her Brother §15

Boston, Dec. 14—For thumbing her fiose at her sister in the probate
court room, Judge Dolan fined Mary T. Bowen $15 for contempt., A few
minutes before the thumbing incident Mary had pulled ‘her sister’s ear, for
which the judge forced her to apologize to the sister. :

Fraaces M. Carroll, the sister, as trustee of the estate of John MoCal-
lister, had petitioned for right to sell a'part of the estate.. Mary objected,
so they took the case before Judge Dolan, who alfowed the petition,

As the parties to the litigation were leaving the courtroom Mary grabbed
the lobe of Frances’s ear and yanked it. The court saw it and called her
back. He offered to dismiss the incident if she would apologize to her sister,

Then the parties moved toward the door again. As they were leaving
the room Mary thumbed her nose at ber sister. Again the judge called them
back and adjudged Mary in contempt of court and fined her $15,

Mary said she would not pay it. Her brother said he would. She said
she would not let her brother pay. So her lawyer asked for a continuance.

In the end the brother slipped $15 to a court officer and all went home,

THREE DIE IN CHAIR
AS CONVICTS SINC

Are Executed In Prison Near
Where Musical Show is
Given.

Ossining, N. Y. Dec. 14.—Three men
walked to the electric chair in Sing
Sing prison last night with the\laughtcr
and songs of a musical show staged
by other convicts ri\nging in their ears.

The death cells in which they passed

their last hours were but a few fect
away from the auditorium in which
the ‘musical comedy was given and
they could plainly hear the applause
of the audience and the voices of the
performers. !

The men were Abraham Becko”
New York wife slayer, and George
Hacker and Harry Santanello, Bing-
hampton murderers.

TRAVELERS ELECT
C. E. PATTERSON

St. John Men Attend Annual
Meeting in Halifax—Mem-
bership 1,656.

Halifax, N. S., Dec. 14—The forty-
secend annual meeting of the Maritime
Commercial Travelers’ Association was
held here last night. In forty-two vears
the association has grown from 105 to
1,656 members, with financial resources
increasing from $291.83 to $236,515.47.
Severai New Brunswick members were
present, inciuding W. H. Smith, W. ..
Wetmore and M. H. Dunlop of St.
John. Norman Hutchinson and W. J.
Welmore were appointed as fallows:—

Presideni, C. E. Patterson; vice-
president for Nova Scotis, G. A. Faulk-
ner; vice-pretident for New Bruns-:
wick, L. M. Owens; vice-president for
P. E. 1, M. P, Titus; dirsctors for
Nova Scutia, G. W. Graham, G. Mac-
Dougall, G. S. Wright, F. H. Keating,
E. Y. Rowland and . W. Smiths
directors for New Brunswick, Geo. D.
Ellis, J. W. Dibbin, M. H. Dunilop, J.

H. Pritchard; past president, F. W.
Budd.

Guppy.

Dover, N. H,, Dec. $14—The as-
sistance of the police department
bas been solicited by the park com-
missioners in an effort to apprehend
persons responsible for the destruc-
tion of a large number of pine trees
at Guppy Park, a public bequest to
the city by the late J. Belknap

Nunrerous small pines of

the type ideal for Christmas trees,
all of which were set out by the
park commissioners during the last
two years, have been cut off close
to the ground, presumably by per-
sons desirous of utilizing them to
supply the Christmas trade.

Weather Report

POINCARE
TO DISCUSS
PROPOSALS.

Premier Agrees to Meet
German Representatives
on Reparations.

POLICY TO STAY

The Separatist Movement in
Rhineland is Barred in
Discussion,

BY WEBB MILLER
(British United Press.)

Paris, Dec. 14. — Premier
Poincare agreed today to discuss
with German representatives any
proposals the Marx Government
may have to make regarding the
situation in the Ruhr and the
Rhineland with the followin
reservations: -

1. Nothing will alter, the
French policy not to evacuate
the Ruhr and Rhineland until
Reparations are paid in full.

2. The question of the Sepa-
ratist movement in the Rhine-
land shall not be discussed, be-
cause this is a purely German
question in which France is neu-
tral.’ |

3. There shall be no discus-
sion of the general question of
Reparations. ;

4. Conversations shall be lim-
ited to purely Franco-German
questions. :

To Meet Tomorrow.

Under these conditions Poincare said
he would receive the German emis-
sary Von Hoesch, tomorrow, if what
the latter had to say aimed to facili-
tate functioning of the Ruhr accords
or the work of the High Commissions. '

If it a fresh maneouvre on the part
of Germany to take advantage of Am-
erica’s attitude toward the experts
commissions or of the British election
result, the French Premier does not
care to hear what the Germans have
to say, it was stated semi-officially.

If Germany has any proposals to
make on the subject of reparations let
her make them to the Reparations
Commission, Poincare said.

Regarding a proposed appeal for aid
by Germany to the League of Nations
the League Council took occasion to
announce it would refer any such ap-
peal to the Reparations Commission.

(By Canadian Press.)

Berlin, Dec. 14—Dr. Stresemann, the
foreign minister, is determined to bring
about an early clarification of Franco-
German relations, especially with re-
gard to France’s plans in the Rhineland
and the occupied Ruhr sector.

Since assuming the foreign portfolio
the former Chancellor has impressed
on Chancellor Marx and his colleagues
in the Cabinet the immediate urgency
of “smokirg out” France and French'
aspirations in occupied Germany. Un-
til France is forced to show her colors,
Dr. Stresemann believes all budgetary
calculations or attempts to salvage
Germany’s internal econofnic situation
will be futile.

Toroato, Dec. 14—The disturb-

ance which was near James Bay
yesterday has moved eastward to

Labrador. Pressure is high from

the Great Lakes southward and is

falling again over the northwest.
The weather has been colder in

Ontario and Quebec and is some-
what milder in the west.
Forecasts:

Fair; Moderately Cold

Maritime—Strong southwest to
northwest winds, turning colder
with snow flurries. Saturday west-
erly winds, fair and moderately
cold. .

Gulf and North Shore—Decreas-
ing westerly winds, fair and colder
tonight and Saturday.

New England—Fair tonight and
Saturday; colder tonight and ris-
ing temperature; diminishing
northwest winds, becoming south-

. erly Saturday.

Toronto, Dec. 14—Temperatures

MRS. SEXTON DIES

Prominent Red Cross and Re-
lief Worker Succumbs at
Home in Halifax. |

Halifax, Dec. 14—Mrs. F. H. Sexton,
wife of F. H. Sexton, principal of the
Nova . Scotia Technical College, died
at her residence here today. Mrs. Sex-
ton was formerly Miss Edna May
Best, of Shediac, N. B, from which
place she moved as a girl with her
parents to Massachusetts. There she
graduated with honors from the Mass=
achusetts College of Technology, and
took up research work with the Gen-
eral Electric Company at Schenecady,
N. Y,

While engaged in research work, she
| met Prof. F. H. Sexton, then a stu-
i dent at a “echnical college, and came
! to Halifax in 1905 as his bride. Mrs.
| Sexton was a prominent worker of

i ‘ithe Red Cross S_nciet}]'. dm:in; the
Highest during war, and flglll‘(.’(l in_relief }mrl\ fol-
: ; F lowing the Halifax disaster in 1917,
Stations 8 a.m. Yesterday night
Victoria ... 44 40 44 :
Kamloops .. 82— 30 |Quebec House
Calgary ... 26 10 i =
Edt‘f\tﬁton o 18 10 : W]ll P‘v’.[eet Monday
Winnipeg .. M 18 4 | e
Montreal ... 16 52 16 i Quebec, Dec. [£—{Canadian Press)
St Jolin. .. 98 40 32 ~-The sixtcenth legislature of ‘he
“ Balifax ..., &2 50 850 Province of Quebee will meet here on
New York . 80 . 64 28 Monday afternoon next at 3 o'clock.




