
fil

»

that of

y hand

i to try 
ti sugar 
during
•ts.

r

r
«w-

>

39iiPSSSI
uch attention has therefore been paid lately towards acclimatizing in Europe and else- 

where, other silk producing Bombyces in order to supersede if necessary the mulberry 
Polypi™™ being found easy of propagation, its whole history is well 

known and we, therefore, purpose to give our readers a detailed account of its various 
transformations, the more especially as it is a tolerably common insect and from its size 
the cnrfnitv aPP®aranc® both .f larva and moth, it is sure to attract attention and excite

tbLe Y f Y0S! vh° 6,e®lL H\thert0 11 haa been supposed to feed only on oak, and those who have bred it in large numbers for the silk fharket have raised it exclusively
ske°of the Yt bUVt’ ne™”ss> .frequently attacks the maples and from the enormous 
Fi>urLh28 99P1lrr a?ld !ts,7ra?10“s appetite, a great deal of damage is often done. 

28’,, 29 .fre a^nurable illustrations of the perfect moth, male and female. Dr.
ItTnfYrh neSC[lbea lt,saPPearance : “Its wings are cut off almost square at the corners
win Jfnn l°chf eT- wt,C° °-r morc or less clouded with black in the middle of the 
wings, on each of which there is a transparent eye-like spot, divided transversely by a
of tilth ndY an<1 enC,rCed byyeU°W andblack ringa i before and adjoining to the eye spot 

tiît h d I ? ,18 a,larfe blue 8Pot shading into black ; near the hinder margin of the wings is a dusky band edged with reddish white behind ; on the front margin of the
W TTiP 18 a ^ Stnpe whîch also crosses the fore Part of the thorax, andnear the 
base of the same wings are two short red lines edged with white.” On the under side 
the colours are paler, but the bands are more distinct. The antennae ai e broad especially in 
the male and deeply pectinated. The wings expand from five to six inches. When at 
rest the wings are held elevated above the body like those of a butterfly, but if disturbed 
oîte °Ut* flar IT1* palr.s being displayed. The moth usually flies towards dusk
month of lYne PT1 off the, evemng- Tlle m°ths make their first appearance about therqçs. 1 ,he ^ th™
pillar eats its way out of the egg, the shell of which it devours. The Larva (Fig 30) at­
teins its maturity in about 70 days, having changed its skin five times during thatpenod.

It is about three inches in 
length, though it has a pe­
culiar fashion of contract- 

| ing its body, and hunching 
I up its segments, when not 
F in motion. Its colour is 

pale bluish green. The 
» segments are covered with 
► orange or reddish warts, or 

tubercles which haye a 
pearly lustre, and are fur­
nished at their extremities 
with a few hairs. The head 
and feet are brown, and the 
tail or anal segment is bor- 

. dered with a brown V- 
shaped line! The sides of 
the body are striped obli-

. , quely with white.
The cocoon, (rig 31) which is of a regular oval shape and about two inches long, is formed
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Fig. 30.

Colour—Pale, bluish green—orange «pot».
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