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proved unavailing, for the Minister of Railways and Canals replied, that
he “did not consider it advisable to remove the Tonnage Dues on vessels
“using the new basins, and that they would remain as heretofore,”

The Council regrets this decision of the minister, believing that the
exclusion of vessels using the Canal Basins from the benefit of the
remission of Tonnage dues granted to those using the Harbour, was
particularly unjust—and the Council recommends its successors to
continue to agitate this question until the inequality is removed,

POLIOCE AND HOSPITAL DUES,

which has remained in

tonnage elsewhere than
} in i g ( simply a discriminating
tax on the shipping trade of the St. Lawrence. Some years ago, at the
instance of the shipping interest of Montreal, a clanse was inserted in the
Police Act, Providing that “no vessel bound to or from the port of Mon.
treal shall be “liable to pay such duty at the port of Quebec tor the same
voyage;” notwithstanding which, Montreal vessels calling at Quebec are
still required o pay these dues at that port. The Hospital Tax is pecaliar
to the seaports of the Dominion, and unknown inother countries, and is an
impost on ocean tonnage visiting Canadian ports, from which tonnage in
the United States and British ports is free ; it is therefore a tax on the
ocean shipping of the Dominion, from which that of other countries is
exempt,

rines, has been taken from a fund held in tr
distressed seamen, and applied to other purposes, to wit, mainly for the
relief of the sick poor of those particular cities,

THE CHANNEL DEBT,




