
THE LANDS OF THE FU« TRADERS. ng
jAanged to Fort Victoria. Here the Company erected buUd-ings and a fort, which formed the beginning of Victoria, thepresent capital of British Columbia^A id years atercd"omsts began to settle on the island. For a short time the

Thrt.:^ r2'r
*' "^^ °^ *^« Hudson's Bay cT^yThen the British Government withdrew the Company's ch«tSof^idand and established a representative Government.

The Dlscoveiyof Qoid in British Columbia. i8s8.-The^covery of gold in large quantities along the Fra^ Rive?suddenly changed the aspect of affairs at Victoria as wel L

BRinSH COtUMWA AKD VANCOUVBR ISLAND.

on the mainland. News of the discovery soon spread far and
wide, and there foUowed a crowd of eager seekers for the
precious metal. It was a mixed crowd, rude and lawless, anda strong ruhng lorce was needed to maintain order.

British Columbia a Crown Colony, 1858.—The mainland
was at once formed into a Crown Colony under the name of
British Columbia. New Westminster on the Fraser River was
chosen as capital, and James Douglas, a man of noted ability,
was appomted Governor. Instead of being only an Indian
hunting-ground, Britisl Columbia was found to possess sources
of unmense wealth in its minerals, forests, fisheries, and soil


