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the mere wei-ht of an ordinary legislative debate,
but with all the evidences of deliberation and ar-
rangcuient; and, ihcrcforc, calculated to Le more
aan<;erous in pro|);t^'atin<i; ( rror.

I

[It was now three o'clock, and Mr. D. jrave way
to a motion of ° ^^ nay

Mr. SEVIER, that the Senate adjourn.
Ine Senate accordinjrly adjourned.
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, i^y'u^!^/^""^ "''""^ '" resume his remarksWhich he had not concluded at the hour of ndjourn-mept yesterday, hut yielded the floor to
''

Mr. J. M. CLi^ YTON, who said he desired an
opportunity to ofTer a few remarks relative to a
allusion made to mm l,y the Senator from NewYork, [Mr. D,x,] ,n the openin- of his speech
yesterday. He is reported to have said:
" In entering hito the debate on the question un-der consideration, I feel constrained to differ inopinion with two distin-ui.shed Senators whohave preceded me, m relation to the manner in

_

which the discussion should be conducted. I al-1 1 1 . .1 r^ V ••••""* '-"- '"iiuucieu. 1 al-
lude to the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Alle.v,! who

_
opened the debate, a.id the Senator from t>ela-

j
ware, [Mr. J. M. C.avto.v,] who followed himnotnovy n his seat. Both took the -round, and

I
with equal pereiaptonness, that the titfe to Ore-on

;
ought not to be discussed, but for totally diffenrt

,
reasons-the Senator from Ohio, because the
time for distu.-.smg it had gone by, and the Sena-
tor from Delaware, becau^^e tlu; time for di^sc'iis-
sing it had not arrived. With tbe unfei-ned re-
spect which I entertain for them, I dissent from
their opimon witn great ditfidence of my own "

• As the Senator said, he (Mr. C.) was tem.io-
\

,

rarily absent from Ins scat, but came in a f-w min-
;

Utes after the Senator had made that remark. He
,had mistaken his (Mr. C.'s) po.sition. When hehad tlie lionor of addressing the Senate on the ]->i'

instant, he did object to the discu.<sion of the t^
in open session, but he avowed distinctly at i,ie Itime his perfect willingness to ente.- at any moment
on tliat discussion m executive session He did
not mean to say, nor did he think that lie was )

generally understood at the time as meaiiin- to i

say, that he objected to the discussion of the (lurs-
tion at that very moment. On tho contrary, he

'

thought that he expressed his willin>'ness to go
into It then, if his associates in the Senate wi.she.l

jto do so—but in executive session. And he be."-- <

ged the Senator to recollect tho reason which l7e '

assigned why the dis.u.s.sion should be so condurt-

1 J ,
^'"^'^ ''"''' ''"''^ questi.m were to be - •-

tied by treaty between the two Govermnent.s. the
remarks made in open session were calculated to i

prejudge, and must necessarily prejudge, tiie I

ouestion which would arise u|)(,n the treaty He '

thought then, and he thou-ht so still, that if ih-
j

ouestion \vere to be settled in that manner, .-real
danger niight arise from these jiublic discussions
because it would be recollected that it took but '

nineteen of them to defeat any treaty; and if the
discussion became extended, a.s wa.s very likely,
there was danger that nineteen Senators iiiiHit be-
come so committed before the whole country in
regard to the title, and differing from the Execu-
tive, why, then, was it not obvious that t'^e^r con
eiderauoii of Uio treaty would be seiiousiy tnun-

mellcd ? f)n the otlier hand, he thought then, and
thought still, that If discussed in executive te.ssion
no such diihcuhy could occur; no man would be
then committed before the country. But o,)en
discussion was attended with the dan-er of somany men cnmutting themselves on some i)aral.
lei of latitude dUlcrent from tluu presented in the
treaty.

If the Senator would pardon liim a few mo-
,

nienls longer, he would make a sin:rle reference to
;

a remark which fell from the honoiable Senator
trom Indian,., [Mr. Has-.vecan-.] He seemed to
apprehend tl at tliere was greater danger of stran-
gling Oregon in that chamber than elsewhereHow so? He (Mr. C.) could not possibly c-.m-
prehend that. If the title to Oregon be clear—if it
be such a title as the country could .stand up for
and fight for--:t was one that would bear discus-
sion in executive .session as well as anywhere else,
and the only dilfereiice was, that it would be much
more safely discussed in executive session than in
open session. The honoraljle Senator, however,
at the conclusion of his eloquent address, seemed
to apprehend that if the Senate took fhe resi.onsi-
bihty of discussing this question in .scv-ret session,
lierhaps some Cains Gracchus might drive us from
our .scats, and forcibly expel our President from
Ills elevated seat.

Mr. HANNEGAX. If the Senator from Dela-
ware will allow me, I will restate w hat I uttered in
this particular, and a misreport of which wis given
111 both the Union and Intelligencer, so gross as to
be ridiculous.

Mr. J. M. CL '\YTON yielded the floor, when
Mr. H. said, that the language he uttered was,

tjiat the withdrawal of so nioinentous a question
]

(rom the jtublic eye for .secret deliberation an.: dis-
cussion, to be followed—as perchance it mi-ht be—

I
by a silent and sudden death of the measine in di-
rect violation of tl,.- will of three-fifths of the Amer-
ican tieople, woi,!d be a most .serious, if not a ic. I-
and'oly liour in the history of the country. It
inight prelude the entrance oV some CaiusGra'cchus
into that hitlRrto consecrated chamber, whose
heart, big with the fins of freedom, and roused by
•such an outrage upon jmblic ri-hts, would lead him
to address the mighty i.ibunal without, and by this
•Simple chan::e of attitude, (here Mr. H. pointed to
the doors of the Senate, and rai.sed his hands to the
galleries,) turning from that venerated chair, re-
verse thenceforth the cherisluil forms of this body,
impair its di-nity, and destroy its lofty and coni-

j

mandinir attitude.

Mr. CLAYTOX was glad to hear that explana-
tion.] '

Mr. DIX then proceeded with liis remarks, and
said:

I beg the Senator from Delaware to be assured
that nothing would give me more pain than to nii-;-
state any Senator on this floor; and I accept with
great pleasure the explanation which he has made.
I desire also to say, injustice to him, as well is to
tlie Senator from Ohio, tiiat I did n..i use the term
"perem|)tonness" in referring to the manner in
which they had insisted that the (luestimi of title
ought not. 111 their oj>inion, to '.e di.scussed. I said
they had Uiken the position m equally strong lan-
guage. °

I now resuinr the coiisideralioii of the important
question oil which I had the honor to address the


