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We may ransack the annals of the world, but I know not what
research can furnish us with so portentous an example of the
fiendish misuse of the powers established by God "for the punish-
ment of evil-doers, and for the encouragement of them that do
well." No Government ever has so sinned ; none has so proved
itself incorrigible in sin, or which is the same, so important for
reformation. If it be allowable that the Executive power of Turkey
should renew at this great crisis, by permission or authority of Eu-
rope, the charter of its existence in Bulgaria, then there is not on
record, smce the beginnings of political society, a protest that
man has lodged against intolerable misgovernment, or a stroke he
has dealt at loathsome tyranny, that ought not henceforward to be
branded as a crime.

But we have not yet Tallen to so low a depth of degradation •

and It may cheerfully be hoped that, before many weeks have
passed, the wise and energetic counsels of the Powers, again uni-
ted may have begun to afford relief to the overcharged emotion of
a shuddering world.

Having done with the argumentative portion of the case, I
desire to perform yet one other duty, by reminding my countrymen
that measures appear to be most urgently required for the relief of
want, disease, and every form of suffering in Bulgaria Lady
Strangford has, with energetic benevolence proposed to undertake
this work. It seems to me to go far beyond the powers of any
individual, however active and intelligent. I will presume to ur^e
that, under the peculiar circumstances of the case, there is a call
upon Her Majesty's Government to take the matter in hand Ido not mean by means of a grant of public money : but bv com
municating with the municipal and local authorities, and submit
ting to them the expediency of opening subscriptions : by placin-
the whole machinery of the Embassy at Constantinople and of the
Consulates and Vice-Consulates at the service of the undertaking •

and by supplying men able to organize and superintend the distribti-
t.on of relief from the military and ipossible also the naval depart-
ments. ^

Hawarden, Chester,

Ith Sept., 1876


