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and the offices remain, you may fet the gratitinJc

of fome againll the anger of others •, you may op-

pofc the friends you oblige aeainft the enemies

you provoke. But fcrvices of the prefcnt fort

create no attachments. The individual ^ood felt

in a public bencht, is comparatively lo frnall,

comes round through fuch an involved labyrinth

of intricate and tedious revolutions j whilft a pre.

fcnt perfonal detriment is fo heavy where it falls,

and lo inftant in its operation, that the cold com-

mendation of a public advantage never was^ ami

never will be, a match for the quick fcnfibility

of a private lofs : and you may depend upon it.

Sir, that when many people have an intcreft in

railing, fooncr or later, they will bring a con-

fiderable degree of unpopularity upon any mea-

fure. So that, for the prefent at leaft, the re-

formation will operate againft the reformers •, and

revenge (as againil them at the leaft) will pro-

duce all the elects of corruption.

This, Sir, is almoft always the cafe, where the

plan has complcat fuccefs. But how ftands the

matter in the mere attempt ? Nothing, you know,

is more common, than for men to wifli, and call

loudly too, for a reformation, who, when it ar-

rives, do by no means like the feverity of its

afpe<St. Reformation is one of thofe pieces which

muft be put at fome diftance in order to pleafe.

Its greateft favourers love it better in the abftradk

than in the fubftance. When any old prejudice

of their own, or any intereft that they value, is

touched, they become fcrupulous, they become

captious, and every man has his feparate excep-

tion. Some pluck out the black hairs, fome the

grey j one point muft be given up to one •, ano-

ther point muft be yielde4 to another ; nothing^

is fuftered to prevail upon its own principle : the

whole is lb frittered down, ,aj)d disjointed, thac
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