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If I can g«t this province out of th« anion
with Oanadft th«t m another matter ; but lo
loD^ as wn continue to be a portion of the
Dominion, if the interests of British North
America conflict with the interests of the

^British islands, I shall always oomider it mv
~dut]r to stand by the interests of Britisn

North America. But I have no reason to

find fault with the mode in which these prov-
inces have been treaked by the imperial gov-

' emment; I have found no disposition on
their part to ignore our Just wishes
or to impose on us in any way,
and I have no reason to suppose
that whatever we may requite as a nation,

the British Kovemment or the British people
will hesitate to concede. I believe that if

the majority of the people of the Dominion
of Oanada declare that they desire to enter
into this arrangement which Mr. Butter-
worth's bill proposes^ you will not have the
first word of opposition from the authorities

of Great Britain. The British people recog-

nize that while it is desirable tnat there
should be a close bond of union between
Canada and Great Britain, yet, ^at when-
ever the crmmei'cial interests of Uanada and
of Great Britain commence to diverge it

would be madness on their part to attempt
to coerce the interests of Oanada.
Who does not lionor the name of John

Bright?
Throughout the length and breath of the

British empire, nay, wherever the English
language is spoken, and wherever the British

name is known, over all that vast expense no
man is more honored as a patriot, there is no
greater advocate of the cause of freedom and
i*U8tice in every land. But in his place in the
kitish house of commons John Bright has
risen up and declared that he saw that the
true policy for Great Britain was that there
should be a unite<l North "America, without a
custom house from one end to the other. And
what John Bright has the right to oay n the
British houi<e of commons, I reserve to my-
self the right to say iu this parliament. The
British people recognize the fact that they
can only carry on commerce with this or any
eoloney in the lines of common interest, and
it is only in the lines of common interest that
-they could attempt to carry it on. And I
have it from men conversant with British

sentiment to-day—men loyal to the empire,
men who would not for their right hands take
a single step to impair the honor or weaken
the resources of that empire—that, if the
|)eople of this country desire commercial
union, if it has any tendency to develope
their trade, if it promises to impart life, hope
and activity to the commercial interests of

this country, that it will not have the opposi-
tion of the British government. In this con-
nection let me say that Great Britain herself

has something: to gain by this commercial
union. The leaven of free commercial
tntercourae between the United States

and Canada would tend to promote
greater liberality m the trade re-

lations of both countries with Great Britain,

would tend to the reduction of the almost
prohibitive duties of the Unitbd States
against iiritish manufactures, and would tend
to cement, in a large degree, in my judgment,
tlie feeling of azuity> of eoraiality, now

every vear inoreasing between Great Britain
and the United States. Why, sir, in the
memory of men in this house, there was
nothing but jealousy between the two coun-
tries. In 1855, when Eisrland was engaged
in a war with Kussia, we found the people of

the United States symoathizing with

—

whom? With the English people, of the
same race, speaking the same language ? No,
sir, nothinjg of the sort. We found them

m)<athizing with the Russian nation.
Kut only three or four 'years ago England
seemed just on the brink of another war with
Ru«sia; public feeling was in the highest
state of tension, and we did not know
what moment the premier of Great Britain
would have to announce a declaration ot war.
And then, sir, we found the greatest journals
of the United Stateti, the great n^spapers
of Boston, New York, Cincmdati aid Phila-
delphia, declaring that in the great contest
likely to be precipitated between Great
Britain and Russia the sympathies of the
United States would be on the side of the
nation that carried in her hands civilization,

progress and political freedom. That indi-

catoi an enormouo change. But what more
did we see ? In 1884 the American*" gathered
to celebrate the surrender at Yjrktown,
the last blow which struck doMv'n British
power in the United States.

A hundred years had rolled by, and the
people of the United States, with their

E
resident at their head, were going to cele-

rate tb^^one hundredth anniversary of that
great event. What did they do? The
president gave orders that the British flag

was to be saluted by every soldier, by every
gun, and the fact was applauded by the
entire nation. Wheu President Garfield

.

died did not Queen Victoria express the
sympathy of the vvhole British nation? When
General Grant died, did not the ohurch ot

England give him a niche in Westminster
Abbey, a burial place in the capital of the
British empire ? These, sir, are indications

of the great and growing sympathy between
the two nations ; and we, sir, and the people
who inhabit t»he British islands, the cradle cf

the British race, now encircling the world,

have all a coiumo]\ language, a common
origin and a common interest with the people
to the south of us ; and I say that a com-
munity of commercial relations between us
may, and I believe would, tend to spread
amity throughout the entire world. I be-

lieve the proposal of Mr. Butterworth, if

adopted on that, and on this side of the line,

will inaugurate a system of intercourse, of

communion, between the two' great branched
of the English speaking race frought Avith

advantage to the world.
Now, I do not know that it is necessary to

say more. I have said already more than I

intended when I rose to my feet. I "ay I

have it on high American authority that, if

the I?riti»h American legislatures adopted
resolutions of this character, the effect would
be to strengthen the ,

hands of

those supporting this V)ill ; and
believing, knowing, that the people

of Nova Scotia have a deep interest in

strengthening thii! movuiueut, that ibis legia-

lature would be happy to give its support,

and that it desires to proclaim this fact, I

--J*-™.,., ,f,.-


