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THK COMMERCIAL—mUTISIl COLUMBIA SUVl'LKMKNT.

the eiiierprisc took a more detinite and practical I'onn

in the liaiids of men wlio saw how the interests of tlic

Crofters could be brought into effect in developing' the

deep sea fisheries of the west coast of this Province,

and at the same time accomplish the other end in view.

The Crofters, as their name indicates, are essentially a
pastoral class, but situated as some of them were on the

ijleak and inhospitable shore of their native land, they
became a fishing population as well. As a class they
became noted as daring skilful navigators in fishing

smacks and small boats, and aciiuired not only a won-
derful knowledge of local conditions, and the habits of

the fish inhabiting their waters, but great skill in

fishing.

The west coast of British Columbia presented condi-

tions akin to those of the west coast of Scotland, its

waters being rich in the economic and food fishes, and
requiring just such a class of fishermen for the develop-
ment of dee]) sea fishing, the suggestion was a natural
one that the men who lived in the latter place, and
were to the manor born, would more easily and success-

fully adapt tlicmselves to this indus.ry in British Col-

umbia than would any other class of fishermen who
could be selected. Here was a nev and undeveloped
field of wealth ; waters teeming \iW: halibut, cod,

"skil," herring, salmon, oolachan, dog fish, etc., only
waiting for skilled hands and willing hearts for its de-

veloi)ment, and a commercial organization as an ad-

junct to direct the work and find a market for the

fish. The time was ripe for colonizing a number of

persons whose discontent at home was not only well
known, but a matter which had called for action on
the part of the Imperial (invernment. When the ( 'rofter

Scheme w.as first mooted in British Columbia it found but
little favor. In the first place on general i)rinci|)les a

colonizing scheme was likely to l)e a failure, and
had almos?^ iivariably proved to be so in the past.

In the second place, to dump down a lot of Crofters
with their families, on a bleak, uninhabited coast, even
with a few hundred dollars of good British nmney in

their iiockets to start with, would be regarded as an
act of positive cruelty and disregard for human rights.

At first sight, that was a plausible presentation of thi;

case, and although the newsiiapers occasionally nuide
reference to it, little was thought about it.

However, a gentleman with wonderful ch^ar head
and practical genius, .Major Clarke, of Winnipeg, had
incui)ated a scheme, wliich not only anticipated all

possible ol)jections but ])r^)vided appari'iitly for all pos-

sible contingenci"s. The general scheme m.iy not

have been all his, but the details were. Himself a
Scotchman, with thi! most ardent ixitriotisni, he was
not likely to misleail his countrymen. With Alajor

Clark were associated several oilier gentlenn^n with
shrewd, ja'actical, Scotch brains, who, likewise, would
neither encourage nor I'ligage in a wild cat enter))ri8e,

nor iH'rmit of a deceptio.; in carrying out a coloniza-
tion scluMne art'ecting, more i>articularly, thi' interests

of Scotchmen. The laililic did not know what was in

I'onicmiilation, and therefore the i)ul)lic was not to

blame if It rushed to conclusions nid'avoralile to the

lii'ojcct. With characteristic reticence the promoters
did not wish tci disclose all they had In view until they
were (iuite ready, but they ste.'idily developed their

scheme, first at homo and then in Mritish Columbia,
until a perfectly formed i)lan, sanctioned by both Im-
perial and Provincial Parliaments, and 8tal(! aided, wcs
(evolved. Men of the very higliest staiallng in Oreat
liritain gave it their inlluence and support. As may
be seen by the prospectus, and as is jirovided for by

Acts of Parliament, the interests of the colonists are
looked after, inasmuch as they are to be migrated to

British Columbia, given lands to settle upon, housed,
provided with fishing boats and appliances, and every
other necessity of living that human foresight could
suggest. In other words, when the colonists arrive
they will find their land cleared and their houses
ready, the beds nuxde and the dinner cooking. More
than that, it is contemplated to have their fi.ibing boa is

moored at the wharf ready for the fishermen to go out
the following morning, as at home, and fish, and upon
returning again at night to find a buyer for their day's
catch- conditions made for them such as they, afbr
years of hardship, might have evolveil for themselves.
Such, in the rough, is what is to be done for the Croff-

trs in British Columbia.
On the Avliole, the project is one of the most colossal,

far-reaching, unique and ii.nwt:int that has been under-
taken in the material interests of Canada since that of
building a Canadian transcontinental railway was con-
summated. The mechanism of the scheme, from in-

dustrial, commercial and colonization point of view, as
I endeavor to show, is wonderfully complete and pract-
ical. It means making the Pacific Coast equal in
wealth and population to the Atlantic seaboard. But
first, I must review the steps taken in the formation
and development of the great plan, and in doing so I

shall speak by the boo'.; as to the facts

I have said that while the ('rofter scheme, as applied
to British Columbia, was part of the genei'al coloniza-

tion idea, it was still quite distinct in its objects and
iiiodun operandi compared, for instance, with what was
accomplished in the Northwest. By an Order-in-Coun-
cil in 1H88 the British Colun\bia Covernment appointed
a commissioner to submit a proposal to the Imi)erial

(iovernment, offering in consideration of a loan of
i;ir)0,OOU lielng granted for that jiurpose, to transfer

l,2r)() families of Crofter fishermen from the Scottish

coasts and settle them on the West Coast of British Col-

umbia. A St lect committee of the House of Commons
was ajipointed to en(|uire into the various schemes pro-

pv. -"il, and in March, 18111, it reported as follows on the

ih'iti":. Columbia scheim^ :

—

"Th*? projci^t pri'SPiiN the mri' reeoiiuneiHlfttion that It ()i>nmii<lD from the
" )mt)lii^ puree or from Icx^til fiiiulH no aoHintniiiue Ih\voi)(1 the Imperial loAti. the
" repayment of whjeli {r ^iiarantec<l hy a solvent and proinislnfr Pro'llxre, whieli
"Heems to pjMHeH.^ ample lewjttreofl f jr the Hettlument of a larKC population, in
" the re«peelH nf ellmat.e and Beatjoartl It Is well svliteil for the reeeptioii of a ciawi
" aeeuHtomtnl to both Hea aixl land piirMUitj*. In wnuy partietitam the reipiiulle

"lUBohitiery Ih incomplete, tint yonr committee see t)o re.F>on to donl>t that the
'•enterprise of the t,ol(jnial Ooverntnetit -,(0111(1 soon rnippiy what is delleient,
' aware, us tliey wottlil he, that the snct^ess of their iiiidertakInK would depend
"upon their very tlrrcl shipment of ei)\i)(,onts hein^ well seleetefl h'kI well prov ideil

"for In every w\v. Your I'ormnittee think that ij no way could the oliject
" recottnised <is necescuiy be ohtaineil with less outls.v or rink to the national
" exeheipler, and they oati conceixe of many oDusidemtlot<s Iti which the eolonlxa-
" tlon of Pritlsh ('i.I.i'itiii! •

' ; » maritime popniution won 1 1 appear to be di^irahle

"in the interests of the lirili',.. Kmpiii* They do not thinlt that i>.v aii> one
" scheme the adeipintc relit f of tht contfc'sled districts can lu> attaitied, atid ihoy
" recomtnend the jfoxermiient of ' ritish (obimbia to the pail> and favorable con.
" slderalU II l:' Her Majesty's (lov -riimenl atid I'arlliinient."

In resiHUise to the above report the Imix'rial (Iovern-

ment olVered tii lend L'lnii.tKM) to the British Columbia
• iovernment, in three instalments of t.M^OtH) each, re-

payalile within tliirt,\' years, at .'1 \wv cent, pt^r annum.
The liOcaJ (iovernment, howt^ver, preiiared to submit
the matter to the Legislature before aecejiting the olfer,

which necessitated the delay of a year before action

could be taken.

i;p to this ]ioiiit the ("rofter Scheme was still i,t

iiiihilm.1. No delliiite plan had been (evolved for plac-

ing the ('rofiers, and the iletails ),ail all to be tilled in,

but jUHt here it took a practical shape by the IntrtKluc-

tion of a comnn^rcial factor. A syiullcaie wiu formed
in lioiiiloii, I'lng., to eo-o|ier.(t,e witli the (iovernment,
calletl the Va icouver Islatid iHn'elopment Syndicate.

This had in view the marketing of th(> llsli caiigl.t by


