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in IBM, ilectwl him its PrMidcnt ; and, at it* nitetiiin uf that

toar, ill Ottawa, he wni the h<inure<l gue>t of Thinr ExcellenciM
«>rd and Lady Aherdwen. On New Year'i Dav, IH!!?, our

hoat rtMired a t«let(ram that auiii>unovd that Hur Majeaty th«
(iuMn had bvan pUMetl tj confer upon him the honor t«f

knighthood, in recuj(nition of hit literary aervicea. This, we
might remark, waa one of the fuw kni^hthtHMla over bestowed
by Her late Majesty for ttuch swrtioes in C>tnada.
TheM aisles that wo tread to-day huru been trcHlden by some

of the world's illustrious men and wuinen, who have paid their
tribute of resiMict to the host of HpvncorOraiiM ; w« recall such
names as Parltroan, Oeor^e Aiii[UHtu8 SiiU Win. Kirby, Canon
Kionley, Dean Stanley, Rlr ililhtrt Farkir, Ooldwin Hmith,
Charles Hallock ; most of the Oovernor-GeneralH uf Canada,
including the Marquis of Lome, Princess Louise, Lord Duffurin
and Their Exoellenoies Lord and Lady Minto, ni>w with us.

Tu-day, we, his old and lovinK friends uf Ouubeo, have the
happiness uf presenting him, on this joyful occaaiun, with this
token of our love and admiration

"

The portrait waa then ui eiled. It stood on an easel,

arnnged by the artist in the it i>o»NibIe liifht, and over the
top of the hjHvy gilt frame b a spray of maple leaves, a most
appropriatL' decoration. Tl... painting, a life-size,—represents
Sir James sitting in hia library chair, surrounded by hia books.
On the table beside him tics *' A page bearing the inscription
** Maple Leaves, " Pirturesi|ueQuebeo, " and T^gends of the
St. Lawrence." The expression of thefaou is v* life-like."

After the unveiling Sir James replied as follvv

**Tour Exoellenoies, Ladios and Qeiitleuien :

Words fail to express what ( feel on thifi occasion.

For this artistic tribute of esteem and good will, tendered by
•o many old aii>l some new frienda, and acclaimed by otaers
guided by their interest in Canadian letters, accept my hearty,

my sincere, my enduring thanks.
Two sentiments appear to mingle m this nianifeitation far

beyond my humble merits :

Whilst it greatfully reminds inu that, after a tolerably long
lapse of yvara, I B.'ein sttll to retain a place in the hearts of old

fnendr,—and paasing sweet is a souvenir from old friends ! it

also indicates the sympathy of some woll wisht-rs, tiere present,
whom I just heard exclaiming :

" We are with you, 8ir James,
** in the love you have infused ir ui towards our native or our
** adopted country

;
you have happily brought back to un, in a

*' multiplicity of forms, the romantic story of its warlike past
;

*' the exceeding richness of its present resources ; the charm of
'* its healthy, rustic homos ; the beauty of its scenery, like a
** ohaplet of flowers, enot^vling the historic old town."


