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tion of the Roman highways, whose firmness has not entirely yielded to

the ofTort'i of Jlfteeii centuries. They united tho bubjecls of the most distant

provinces by an easy and familiar intercourse, &c."

Romiiins of these gigantic works for communication and martial j)ur-

poses, are still distinctly traceable in Grout Britaiu. The wall of Antoninus

aud of Lollius Urbicus across Scotland, have inilet disftppeareil, but thero

still remain traces of tho wall of Hidrian between Newcastle and Carlisle :

and tiie camps of Agiicola are distmctly displayed at several places in

Pertiisliire ; while in some parts the Roman roads themselves, or in part at

least, have been used as a aub-?tratum for modern macadimizrd roads in the

same cjuatry. It was within tho flrar. contury of the Christian era that the

couquest of Gf.oat Britain was effected l)y the Ilomaaarms; they penetra-

ted and hold possession of the lowlands, but were abruptly stopped in tbeir

career at the foot of the Grampian Hills. Poiupoulus Mela, who wrote in

the reign of Claudius, the emperor who initiated the war against Great Bri-

tain, is said to have expressed a hope that by the success of the Roman
arms, the island and its savap^e inhabitants would soon be Getter known 1

These same savages, however; were possessed of attributes characleristic of

their successors, or desceudents blood of comingled with that of other'races,

in iodomitabie valor, and an intense love of freedom ; and it may be that

the spirit of enterprise and perseverance was ieveh then hitent' which has

now so strikingly been developed in the Anglo-Saxon race.

Smiles in his admirable work, " The lives of the Eagineers," says :—Roads
have, in all times, bees among the most influential agencies of society ;'

and the m'akciis of roads, by enabling men readily to communicate with

each other, have properly been regarded as among the most effective pion-

eers of civilization. Roads are literally the pathways not only of indus-

try, but of social and national intercourse. AVherever a line of communica-

tion between men is found, it renders comi^erce practicable, and where

commerce penetrates, it invariably crt^ates civilization arid leaves a his-

tory. Roads place the city and the town in connection with the village and

the farm, open up markets for field produce, and provide outlets for man-
ufactures. They enable the natural resources of a country to be develop-

ed, facilitate tiavelling and intercourse, break down local jealousies, and in

all ways tend to bind together society, and hiring out fully that healthy

spirit of industry which is the life and soul of every great nation." * *

" The road is so necessary an instrument of social well-being, that in every

new colony it is one of tlie first things thought of." And again, I see in a

quaint little book, entitled " Old Roads and New Roads," the following^

remark which few will be bold enough to gainsay,~"A history of roads is,

in greSat measAre, indeed, a history of civilization itself."

To shew the high regard that was entertained by the Bomans for road

contractors, the office of Curator Viarum, or Boad Surveyor, was bestow^
upon the most illustrious member of the Senate, and after the victory of

Sfantinea, Epanimondas was appointe4 chairman of scavengers at Thebes

;


