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I'esponsibility ; Mr. Smith, as Premier, hav-
j

ing generally assumed the functions of the

Cabmet,—witness his conduct in connection

with Western Extension—and His Excel- 1

lency was justified in regarding communica-

1

tion with that gentleman, substantially the i

same as communication with the Cabinet,
j

Such was usual course in ordinary public
i

matters, and such was the course he adopt'"d
jm the answer to the previous Address ot the i

Legislative Council, which his Cabinet as-

sented to. His Excellency, however, wa»
anxious that his Council should know the

precise terms of his answer before its pre-

sentation, he therefore, between twelve and
one, forwarded a message to Mr. Smith.

Hon. Mr. Botsford—I would just state

that being at Government House between
tw<'!we and one o'clock, as a Committee to

aupt '-< at what time His Excellency would

»e. . .0 jur Address; when I was leaving, His

Excellency requested me to forward a note

to the Attorney General. I brought the note

down and gave it to one of the messengers of

the House of Assembly for Mr. Smith ; this

was at a quarter past one.

Hon. jlr. ^IiTCHELL—And thus it was
that, 08 Hia Excellency has stated,

through accident Sir. Smith did not re-

ceive the note earlier.

[ take the position then, that from the avow-
ed change in the policy of his government on

the question of union ; from the nature of the

discussion had with his advisers on tlie sub-

ject ; from the language winch they acqui-

esced in and endorsed, used by His Excel-

lency in his answer to an Address from the

Legislative Co* <•'.> i short time before:—"I

rejoice to beli> vi. tjiru the avowal of the de-

sire of the Let' i" !';>'• Council, that all British

North Am<"i^;^ . i /Id unite in one commu-
nity, under one .i:.<r.- i".d efficient Govern-
ment, cnnnot bur I .' to hasten the accom-
plishment of this great measure ;'' ond from

the fact that Mr. Smith did not, when told

that HiH Kxrellency's rnply to this Address
would be iavornble, seriously object. All

those circumsiiinces justified the (iovcrnor in

believing that the course he adopted, would
meet the opprovul of his r^oiincil. Ilis Excel-

lency carried out in \un answer, not only the

spirit but the terms of Ins ngrecnicnt with Mr.
Smith, all' ugh I admit it wa* unfortunate

that His I',x llency did not sen Mr. Smith st

an osrlir- I' i, previous lo presenting the

answer. I I m nny gentleman giving this

Correspondence a dispassionate reading will

be convinced that His Excellency kept good
faith with his Council, and showed no desire

to override the Constitution, or as has been
stated, trample it under his feet; and lam
sure your honors and the country will see at

once, that as between his late Council and
himself, this charge does not lie ; and I nm
equally sure that this House and this Country
will deprecate the bad taste, the want of

dignity and courtesy that has marked the

conduct of Mr. Smith and the late Govern-
ment towards His Excellency.

1 regretted very much to hear Mr. Smith,
in his Speech yesterday, endeavor to work
upon the passions of his auditory, and excite

their feelings against His Excellency, by re-

ference to his noble blood, and aristocratic

name, as contrasted with his own (Mr.
Smith's) humble origin aud provincial career,

and while boasting of the latter, endeavor
to build up his case by exciting prejudices

ogainst the Governor. I am the son of a

mechanic, and I am proud of it ; I admire the

men who by their own energy of purpose,

raise themselves to position in society; but I

none the less respect those men through whose
veins course the blood of a long line of noble
ancestry, whose names aro recorded on the

page of English History, intimately connected
with events which have rendered Britain

illustrious. And while of such is the family

to which His Excellency belongs, he need
not be ashamed of the race from which he
has sprung, and but look back with feelings

of pride, participatir^, in this nslance parti-

cularly, W)<'' the pride of all F.nglishmen ond
all English Colonists, to the history and life

of his illustrious father. And so far from the

antcrpd«nts of his family being calculated to

prejii lice the minds of our people against a
gentleman of talent, of position, of honor,

those antecedents arc calculated to inspire

confidence in the statements of His Excel-

lency.

Your honors, not only has His Excellency

been madn the subject of the most bitter and
unscrupulous attack in ihin connection, but I

have heard statements mado about this House,
a!id hon. members, that Iish msdo my blood

fairly boil with indignation. We have been
charged with being bribed traitors; and in

one instance, with being fiends incarnate. T

have heard, by gentlemen on the floors of the

other brsnch, our motives most foully sspersed,

I have hesrd it declared that only five hon.


