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and high Truft. The Expedition to Port Lorient

will be famous as long as Englijh Hiftory fhall

laft.

I am at a Lofs to account for this Diverfion

as it was called, a Diverfion it was (I am forry to

fay it^ to all who wilh us ill. Some pretended

that the Report univerfally credited the laft Spring

of an immenfe Damage clone by a Conflagration,

was look*d upon by our Minifters, as a certain

Omen of a future Event, and that flufliM by this

Hope alone, without knowing or enquiring whe-
ther Port Lorient was a Place of Defence, what
Cannon was neceflary, what was the Approach,

without confidering the well-known Dangers Q,i

the Bay of Bifcay^ undertook the Accomplifh-

ment of this kind ot Prediftion. Tho' I find

great DifRculty in agreeing, that our Minifters

could be infatuated to fuch a Degree, by this

Superftrtion, I ftiould be glad to hear any tolera-

ble Reafon afligned, for fo precipitate, fo ra(h an

Undertaking, tho' the Thing is paft, and has fo

niferably failed, becaufe it would in fome little

Degree appeafe the Minds of People, and relieve

them from tlieir dreadful Apprehenfions of future

Condud. Wt ha'-e done Damage to the Amount
of fome few thoufands of Pounds to the French^

at the Expence of | a Million to ourfelvcs, and ri-

diruloufly kick'd againft the Pricks. It is faid, that

the firft Projed: was to fecond fome Attempts

-which the People of New England were to make
on the French in thofe Parts, which s not impro-

bable for (if I am not greatly mifintbrmed) this

Secret Expedition to Canada was exprefly men-
tioned in the Commiflions made out for fome Offi-

cers, which were at tliatTime lliewn about Town.
How this Plan came to be laid afide, and the

People of New England fruftrated in their Hopes
and Expences, \ am totally ignorant^ After this

the
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