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Powe"- is abfolute and unaccountable, and King, Lords and Com-

mons may do what they pleafe ; but the Queftion here is not about

Power^ but Right : Jnd jhall not the fupreme Judicature of all the

Nation do right ? One may fay, that what die Parlia,.iient can't do

juftly, they can't do at all. In Maximis minima eji Urentia. The

higher the Power is, the greater Caution is to be us'd in tiic Exc'

cution of it, becaufe the Sufferer is helplefs and without Refort.

When in an arbitrary Reign, the Charter of New-England was

vacated, a .^0 JVarrant iirft gave the Colony Notice to prepare for

their Trial. Altho' this was a Profecution at Law, and the highCourt

of Parliament is not ftriilly confin'd to the Forms of the Courts be-

low, yet i* is not doubted but the great Fountain of Law and Juftice

will have -me Regard, if not to all the Rules made for inferiour

Judicatures, yet to fuch as are eflential to Juftice. And fo in other

Cafes it has. For the Purpofe ; If a Bill be brought into the Houfe

of Commons that touches any Man's Property in Ireland^ it muft lie

thirty Days, that the Party may have Notice, and not fuffer unheard.

Why then fhould not a reafonable Time be allow'd to the Subjeds in

Americay in Proportion to their more diftant Situation ; feeing they

are no lefs the Subje£ls of the Crown, than the Inhabitants of Ireland
'^

and Liberty is at leaft as valuable as Property ; and furely the Con-

cern of whole Provinces challenges as much Regard as the Intereft of

a Angle Perfon. If it fliould be faid, as I confefs a great Minifter

once faid to me. That the Regulation of Charters mujl be looked on as

Part of the publick Oeconomy^ and not as the Affair of any particular

Perfon or Province ; I humbly apprehend, with the utmoft Deference

to that great Perfon, that this does not reach the prefent Cafe. It's

indeed very reafonable that all publick Affairs be fubjed to the De-

termniation of the publick Wifdom, and there's no Occafion to notify

any Body, becaufe every Body is fuppos'd to be prefent in the repre-

fentative Body of the Whole ; but here the Provinces to be ccnfur'd

and depriv'd have no Rcprefentative in Parliament, and confequeiit-

ly muft be confider'd as abfent Perfons fuffering unheard.

I KNOW of but one Thing more that can be faid to palliate a Pro-

ceeding againft the Charters in this Way> which is. That tbcProvinces

ahvin's
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