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Rivers, and Montreal—which, in time of

danger, gave an asylum to the fugitive in-

habitants ; and secondly, their assailants were

distracted by other wars. It was their aim

to balance the rival settlements of the Hudson

and the St. Lawrence. It was well for

Canada when France lost hold of her. In

1666, Louis the Great handed her over,

bound hand and foot, to a company of mer-

chants — the Company of the West, as it

was called. As, according to the edict, the

chief object in view was the glory of God,

the Company was required to supply its pos-

sessions with a sufficient number of priests,

and diligently exclude all teachers of false

doctrine. It was empowered to build forts

and war-ships, cast cannon, wage war, make

peace, establish courts, appoint judges, and

otherwise to act as sovereign within its own

dominions. A monopoly of trade was granted

it for forty years, and Canada was the chief

sufferer ; but at any rate the peopling of


