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French beans, bpe'i and barley. These were
all [iliiiiied liolwccn tlic 15th and 24th May.
The [iDtiiioc,^, tiirniprf aiiil onions are alroaiiy

a fair size atnl lit fur tise. VVhoal ha-s not yei

renclii'il this part of P'tico River, but would
douljtkss givi.' an exci'llent crop."

Tiio (luto wlion this was written was
July ISili. So much lor Pino River
Pass and its capacity for cultivation.

A^ain, at patijc 50, ho Haiti— and this

wa a continuation of tho same descrip-

tion :

" The trail iho'.tgh rough in occasional spots,

carried us over a very line country, where
the cxPtlK'nt snij and larf^e t-acts if line land
faciii({ the S')Utii, would olfcv gc^.u fiicilities for

furnung. There was, however, a scarcity ot

wood, but the soiillieni b:i;iksaiicl the numer-
ous iHJanils hciug covered with deiiwe forests,

atfofd uiihniited qaantiticH of that inateriiU

for botli fuel and nianiifacturiiig purposes."

This was tho Peace River country, in

tlio direction ot ami near tho mouth of

Middle River. Now, Mr. Solwyn made
a tour in order to enter this Pass. an>l

here wa-< wlinl ho said of it

:

" Mr. King and 1 rode out to a Pmall lake

known as Little l.,ake (see map), about seven

miles to the iiortli-wesc, on tiie talde laud
This lake is one of the resources of Pine
Kiver North, which j'>ins the Pea-ie about
thirtceti miles turther down, at the site ot the

oM Fort of .St. John. Alier risi;. j 724 teel

we ooiiicupoii a tine level or s]i;zlitly undti-

latiiig Country, coveted with tlte richest

lieri)age (d' a-totiishirig luxuriance; I have
seen tiothing in the Saskatchewati region

thai at all equals it."

Ho would c.'dl tho attention of the lion,

tho Minister of tho Interior to this

fact: that, if we could tind a road for

our railway hy Pine River Pass that

would enable iw to carry our settle-

ments thiougli the fertilo tracts of

Manitoba into Pine River Pass itself,

ho could not sec how a doubt could
at ise in anyone's mind as to the route

that railway should take. Hero was
another reniiirlcof Mr. Solwyn :

"Similar fine country extends for many
miles up a-id dovn tho river. Professors
Mucoun and Anderson vralkcd to the nearest
pi>int of Pine River North, and pa.^sed the

wiiole distance, seven to eignt miles, through
similar coimtry."

JIo did not know what more any poo-

|)lo could want in a tract of country.

JIo would now draw the attention ot

tho llctiseto tho ie])ort of tho Minister

of tho Interior, and, in doing so, would
specially refer to the iSoiilhern route,

known as " No. 'J
"

; and in this report

of tho Mini.»ter ol tho Interior, tboy

had, on paire HR of the Append! x^, a des-

cripiion of one of the Imlian Reserves
of the country, alonsf tho Frascr into

tho interior. JIo said:

" The Lower Fraser Valley, extemling, say
over a hundred miles up to Yale, is not a
gorge, but is somewhat opened so as to entide
it to be called a true vallej- of deposition.

The flat land about its mouth rests generally on
soft, tertiary formations, but particularly along
its low seaward margin, is composed of very
modern delta deposits. The greater part of
the Lower Fraser Valley is covered with
itntnense deposits, chiefly of Douglas pine.

Prom Yale up to Lytton, which is about 57
luilc-s, the Fra<or Valley is a gorge between
high, weather-worn mountains, covered with
poor timber. Somewhere in the neighbourhood
of Lytton, you get through the Cascade Moun-
tains into the arid, interior basia. The Penut
I'on lerom, growing scattered over the surface,

without underbrush, and looking pretty with
its r.'d bai-k and dark, green foliage, takes the
place of the Douglas firs, and you see also the
prickly pear, or cactus. The Thompson Valley
is more a gorge than a true valley for many
miles about its junction with the Frasi-r at
Lytton, but the muuutuins have a softer outline

than on the Fiaser, and are lower, and for the
most part grassy. Uy-and-bye, after about 100

miles travel, you get to Kamloops, which is at
the junction of the north and south branches
of the Thompson. Leaving Kamloops, and
ascendinif the South Thompson, and going
along the Sliiis^ap Lakes, you l-aro the

Thompsnn or Shuswnp River (otherwise at this

jiltice called Spelliimch''eii) and pass through
a short trough, in wliich is a gently elevated,

alnjost impe"ceplihle height of land, and reach
the O'Kanagan Lake, which, uulike the Shus-
wiip Lake;;, discliarges itself to the southward,
by the (.t'Kaiiagau Kiver, past Usoyoos on the

Canadian frontier, into the Columbia River, oa
American ti^rriory. The e is thus, from
Lytton to the fro'iitier, a prolonged cut of
about 250 miles, which may be culled, at dif-

ferent pUces, a gorge, a trough, or a T,4lley."

lie need not quote further from
that report in oi-der to draw the

attention of the House to a state-

ment made by an officer of this Gov-
ernment. He would, however, quote

from the report of Mr. Macoun, with
regard to the Lower Fraser. Mr.
Macoun said':

—

" The valley of the Lower Fraser, for

agricultural purposes, may be said to end at

Suina.ss, but there are numbers of small
locations where farming could be done on*
limited scale as far up as Fort Hope. Be-

yond this point, the valley becomes confined

between the mountains, and these press fo

upon the river that, before reaching lale, the

traveller realizes what a ccnyonis, aud the

miud is tortured with the thought of what
might happen if anything Wf wrong with

the boat or its machinery."
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Macoun furth r "added, on
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