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before, are calculated to regulate trade, and preferve or promote a

mutually beneficial intercourfe between the feveral coniHtuent parts

of the empire ; and though many of them impofed duties on trade,

yet thofe duties were always impofed luith defign to reftrain the

commerce of one part, that was injurious to another, and thus to

promote

that time, it it permitted to (hip, (Sc. fugan, tobacco, &c, of the growth, &c,
of any of your Majefly's plantations in America, &c. from the places of their

growth, Sc. to any other of your Majriiy's plantations in thofe partt, ^c,
and that without paying cufiom fur lie fame, either at the lading or unlading the

faid commodities, by means whereof the trade and navigation in thofe commo-
dities, from one plantation to another, is greatly increafed, and the inhabitantt

of divers of thofe colonies, not contenting tbemfilvet loitb teing fypplied with titfi

eommoditiet for their own ufe, fretfrom all cufiomi (while the fubjeAs uf this y«ur

kingdom of England have paid great cuftoms and impofitions for what of them,
hath been fpent here) tut, contrary to the exprejt liner of the aforefaid lawi, have
brought into divers partt e/'Europe great quantities thereof, and do alfo vend great

quantities thereof to the (hipping of other nation?, who bring them into divert

parts of Europe, to the great hurt and diminution of your Majefty't cuftoms,

and of the trade and navigation of this your kingdom ; For the pak.viMTtON
THERIOr, &c.
The 7th and 8th H^ilt. III. Chap, zi, intituled, " An aft for preventing

frauds, and regulating abufes in the plintatiun trade," recites that, " notwith-

ftanding divers aAs, Site, great abufes are daily committed, to tin prejudict of the

£nglilh navigation, and the loft of a great part of the plantaiiom trade to this king-
dom, by the drri/fee and cufiH/ii; uf ill difpofed perfons; For remedy where-
of, &c. And whereas in fome of his Majefty's American plantations, a d«ubt
or mifconftruAion has arifen upon the before mentioned a£t, made in the 25th .

year of the reign of King Cbarlei II. whereby certain duties are laid upon the

commodities therein enumerated (which by law may be tranfported from one
plantation to another, for the fupply of each others wants) as if the fame were,

by the payment of thofe duties in one plantation, difcharged from giving the

fecurities inlenoV.! i>/ the aforefaid afts, made in the 12th, 22d and tjd years

of the reign of King Charles II. and confequently be at liberty to go to any
fortign market in Europe," &c.
The 6th Anne, Chap. 17, reciting the advancement of trade, and encourage-

ment of (hips of war, &r. grants to the captors the property of all priies car-

ried into ^nerica, fubjefl to fuch culioms and duties, as if the famtjiad been
firft imported into any part of Great-Britain, and from thence cxpordK ^C'
This was a gift to perfons afling under eommifpons frtm tn cnwn, and there>

fore it was realonahle that the terms prefcribrd in that gift, ftould be complied

with—more efpecially as the payment of fuch duties was intended to give a

preference to the produftions of Britijh colonies, over thofe of other colonies.

However, being found inconvenient to the colonies, about four years afterwards,

this aft was, for that reaf»n, (o far repealed, that by another aft " all prize

goods, imported into any part of Great-Britain, from any of the plantations,

were made liable to fuch duties only in Great-Britain, as in cafe they had been
of the growth and produce of the plantations."

The 6th Get. II. Chap. 13, which impofet duties on foreign rum, fugar and
melafTes, imported into the colonies, ihews the reafoni thus——" Whereas the

welfare and profperity of your Majefty'a fugar colonies in America, are of the

greateft confequence and importance to the trade, navigation and firength of this

klngdon;; and whereas the planters of the ,faid fugar colonies, have of late

ytJinfallin into fuch great difcouragements, that they are unable to improve or

carry on iHe fugar trade, upon an equal fotting with the foreign fugar colonies,

without feme advantage and relief he given to tbim frem Ontt-Bt'u»ia : For re-
medy


