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Govornnient to develope this important part of Ontario. Bnt

in the meantime, the pioneer work of settlement had heen go-

ing on and ' s(juatters '

]ia<l ])()ked their way into tlie tlistrict,

forming tlie nucleus of the settlements, wide apart from each

other, of to-da3^ Slowly the current of emigration turned in

this directicm as the ])ioneers sent out re|)orts of the fruitful

-

ness of the soil and the favorable climate. Grain of all kinds

was found to do well, frost or snow very seldom injuring

wheat, and midge, weevil, and hessian fly are unknown. Bar-

ley, oats and rye produce uncommonly well; peas, fn'e from
worms, grow to a very remarkahle si/e, yielding veiy large

cro})s. Roots anil vegetables surpass (everything seen in the

older settlements. Long experience here shows the district to

be par ejxiUtvc', thf*: dairy k.\um ok Ontario. Owing to the

frequent heavy dews a parched pasture Held is never seen, and
the commonest breeds of cattle roamino: ' in the commons' are

kept in excellent condition. Every variety of soil is to be had,

from heavy clay to sand and gravel, and strange to say, the

.sandy soils yield very tine crops for years without any pei-

ceptible ilepreciation. The country is broken by rocks and
bluffs, but the intei'vening valleys are exceedingly fertile.

Twenty years ago large sections were swept by forest tires, and
the second growth is poplar, well adapted for paper manufac-
tui'e, soon to become valuable. HjX|)l()rers tell us that the pine

forests northward are very valuable, immense 'limits' being

already in the hands of lumber companies. The fisheries are a
profitable industry, ahd properly guarded are likely to remain
so for many years. At Manitoulin Island, Oockburn and St.

Jo.seph's islands, Mississagua, Thes.salon, Bruce Mines, Fort Fin-

by, Sault Ste, Marie, Prince. (Joulais Bay and Batchewaning
thiivint; settlements have been estalilished, and the a'n'icnltur-

al population is counted by tens of thousands, with room for

thousan<ls more.'

A(;inriTLTri{AL cap.vijilitiks of tiik

TlirXDKIt ]\\\ DISTIMC r.

John Aitkkn. of Port Arthur, whose long residence in

the District and accurate observation may Ix' gathered from

the foilowinij :

" I came to Thunder Bay District in iSdO from Lancastei',

(iletigary, an<l have been a resident here ever since. The |ue-

sent sit«' of Port Arthur was then woods, and I was obliged to

underbrush eiiough of ground on which to pitch my t«'nl. Th«'

oidy buildings w(;re the <b>vernment building; now occupied by
the Ontario Bank, a small store occupied by Marks Br<>s.,an<l a


