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Mr' LANCASTER. He was more correct
than your engineer.

Mr. FIELDING. Neither of them was
correct. My hon. friend'e estimate of the
cost of the rond froný Winnipeg to Moncton
was $75,000,000 ; and yet hie la nowr puttlng
forward. the statement that It will cost
$124,000,000. Aknd se it would seem that
neither my hon. friend for I was very near
the proper estimate.

Mr. LANCASTER. Who was the nearest 7
Mr. FIELDING. Weil, there Io not much

to choose between us. My estimate of the
cost of the rond from Quebec to Winnipeg
was $35,000 per mi-le, and my hon. friend's
estima-te was W4,000 per mile, so that there
was not a wide difference between us.

Mr. LAKE. He did not take into ac-
count the Quebec classification.

Mr. FIELDING. My hon. friends have
flot made mucli of the Quebec classification.
What wiil be clearly understood by the pub-
lic as to the Quebec classification will be
this, that an engineer, who doubtless meant
weil, but was mietaken, made seine accusa-
tions agaInst -the National Transcontinental
Commissioners Implying that thpy acted
Improperly and perliaps corruptly with re-
gard to the classification of the rond ; that
when the matter was Investigated and that
engineer was brouglit face to face with thé
cominittee and with the gentlemen concern-
ed, hie frankiy said that lie had made a
mistake and withdrew his charges.

Mr. LENNOX. We do flot and the coun-
try does nat have to depend on Major Hod-
gins at ail ln the matter.

Mr. F.IELDING. But au Major Hodgins,
the gentleman who made the accusation,
came before the committee and frankly nc-
knowledged that lie was mistaken and had
no longer nny charge to make, the country
wIli understand that.

Mr. LENNOX. Major Hlodgins was not
the only ]eerson wbo made accusations.
Vastly more Important accusations were
mnade by the Grand Trunk Pncific Rnilwny
Company, and they stand on record yet.

Mr. SAM. HUGHES. Might 1 ask, for
Information, what did Major HofigIns with-
draw ?

Mr. FIELDING. 1 was not present at
the meeting. I rend It ln -the public press,
and 1 arn statiag it as Vie public know It,
i hat the gentleman who made these accusa-
tions came before the committee after the
Inquiry and frnnkly acknowledged. thnt lie
was wrong, statiag that the points of dîf-
ference were points of difference between
engineers, upon which men miglit lionestly
exercise dIfference of opinion. The three
salient facto were : first, that Major Hod-
gins made is accusations; second, tint Ma-
jor Hodgins withdrew bis accusàtions; and

third, that even If tliey wanted to do so,
the Transcontinental Raiiway Commission-
ers couid not change the classification, be-
cause tint is Vie work of the chlef engineer,
and -there Is not a man on either side of the
House wlio wlll dare to asperse the integrIty
of Hugli Lumsden.

Now, my lion. friend the leader of Vie op-
position, ln presenting this deplorable pic-
ture o! the future, this picture o! a time
when Vie ronds wouid not esarn anything
and Vie revenues go to Vie bow-wows, gave
a .statement of Vie enormous addition thnt
would have te lie made te Vie net delit 0f
Vie country In consequence o! Vis arrange-
ment. My hon. friend snid:

The public delit of Canada at present is, I
siippose, from $265,000,000 to $268,000,000.,

He is Viere alludln'g ta the net debt, which
is usually the basis of our calculations.
Then lie goes on to say :

The public delit of Canada at present is, 1
suppose, frain $265,000,000 to $268,000,000. The
cost of this road will &mount to et lenot $190,-
000,000 beflore we are through with it; and
unless Borne considerable portion of that
ameunt <ian ie paid out of revenue-which dos
not eeem very probable under present cond-i-
tionsý-the total debt oif this, country, by the
time this rond is com.pleted, without our
spending a dollar for the development of our
ports and inland waterways and on subsidies
to railwayq or for any Cther cf thse euormous
call that wili lie made on the trensury within
the enrly f uture--without taking into consi-
deration a single one of these demands on the
public treseury. the public delit of Canada is
iikely te reach $450,000,000 before we pay for
the building of this National Transcontinental
riailway.

I say again that my hon. friend indulges
in pesslmlsm of Vie worst klnd. He can
se no hope of anything but ruin comiDg
out 0fthis thlng. He cannot think It pos-
sible that any portion of tie payments Mfade
on Vis work will be pald out of revenue.
He Is of opinion that every dollar of Vie
cost of Vihe road, which at one place lie
puts at $190,000,000 and at another place at
$250,000,000, must.be added ta the net debt
of the country. I' hope my lion. friend le
not always going to bie ln suci a gloomy
frame of mmnd. Things are mot -se bad as
Viat, I can assure hlm. As a considerable
portion of tint money lias already been ex-
peaded, we are able to put bis tieory te
the test. Up to Vie 30Vi June, as near as I
can get ta it, we have paid ont on Trans-
continental Railway account $30,000,000.
According to my hon. frIend's Idea, we must
have added tint $30,000,000 to Vihe net debt
of Canada ; but I am glad to bie able to tell
hlm Vint we have not added one-lf of that
te Vie net delit of Canada.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. What was It ?
Mr. FIELDING. I have net tie exact

figures, but 1 tiink It would not be more
thon $14,000,000.
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