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two things: Provincial franchise and provin-
cial lists. The very resolution the riglit
hon, gentleman read to-day coupled the two,
and ln that resoiution bie tied blmself to
flot ouly provincial franchise but provincial
liats. Read Mie arguments lu 1885 and ln
1898, aud over snd over again hie repeated
that notwitbstandiug there may be grie-
vances, notvithstanding there may be ln-
equalities, notwithstanding there may be
things that militate against us lu the Do-
milnion, yet taking it ail lu ail his basic
principle was the provincial franchise and
the provincial liste as tbey are made by the
provincial authorities. Does my rigbt hou.
friend object to that version of bis views?
I shahl read some citations froua bis speeches
ou that point, not because tbey have nlot
been rend before, but because tbey are
mightily pertinent to the very tbing we are
discussing ut this moment. In 1898 my
right bion. friend had a Bill Iutroduced by
Mr. Fitzpatrick, and Mr. Fitzpatrick stated
the object of tbe Bill to be

The abject of this Bill is te Tepeai the ex-
istiug franchise and te substitute therefur
the laws of the different provinces as to the
qualification of voters, poiliug divisionse and
prepa2ration of the Eista.

oehat ls the legal interpretation of the
Bill given by the hon, gentleman wbo ln-
troduced it and wbo wns fully able to state
its meauiug. There is no taik tbere about
municipal systems, or municipal officers pre-
pariug the E!sta at the start. Now, every
province bad a different system at that
time as it bas now, but 'no matter abouý
thiat, as Mr. Fitzpatrlck sald, the object of
the Bill ls to, adopt the differeut provincial
qualifications the provincial poliing divi-
sions and the provincial preparation of the
lists. Sir WlIfrid Laurier put himseif lar-
gely upon 'Hansard.' Sir John-Thompson
had Introduced a franchise Act and Sir Wil-
frid Laurier crlticised it and said ln 1898 :

The blemish in the Act iatroduced by Sir
John Thompson, and it is te me an abgolute
aud irredeemnable blemish, was, that while
hie adopted blhe -provincial franchuise, yet lie
robaiued the revising offloar and the prepara-
tion of the îlot by the revising officer. I say
this la the biemîish of the Âot. The wordiug
of Sir John Thompsou'e Act *was that the
Governor iu Council may fromi time ta time
appoint a proper officer to be oalled a revising
officer, ahd so lar es that is concerned that
was a biemish.

Sir Wllfrld Laurier goes on to sày:

It wes far more logical acoording to our
view, 'having adoptedt4he principle of provin-
cial franchise, to, also aocept the votera' list
ao prepared under the aut*hority of the pro-
vincial legisiature. On this aide of the House
we have an tabsolute hostilitv to the ýrevising
officer and the lista prepared by the reviaîng
officer.

That la sufficlently plain. He goes on:

1 propose t2hat we s9hall revert to that ays-
toým. If we apply -the principle of the pro-
vincial franchise why should we' not take at
the saine time the mneana and methoda by
whioh the principle la applied.

Again hie said :

If bon, gentlemen opposite bave a botter
way, let them offer it. But as betweeu the
Dominion and the provincial franchiae s b-
tweeu a Dominion list and provincial lista
there can ho no hesitation because we have
had for 19 years the provincial listsansd the
provincial franchise.

That is clear, Is it not. Again he said:

Local legislatures are likely to represt
the people of the province.

That la exactly my argument this after-
noon :

They are oleoted to represent the sames peo-
pie we represeut here sud no ailier people.
Lt is supposed, and it is -not a very violent
supposition to ýmake, rthat thev will exorcise
that power to the best intoroots of their con-
stituents according 'to itheir judgment and
ligit. It la anpposed. they will adopt the best
franchise to suit the province.

And having doue tbat the rlgbt bon. gen-
tleman says that hie adopts the provincial
franchise. Again hie said :

It is possible that the control. of the sevorai
provinces *may pass iuto the handa of the
Couservative party. StiUl, on a question of
thýis kind, 1 amn quite disposed, for my part,
to accept (the franchise prepared -by the legis-
lature, wliether Liberal or Conservative.
Would it not be far better as a matter aimply
of good goverument if the elections for this
Hlouse sheuld be conductied on the -local lista
sudthat the members of this parliament aud
the members of the legislature should, repre-
sent the samne body of people sud should be
eleoted by the samne electore?

There caunot be anythlag more deflulte
than that, but bie goes furtber and he says:

There Sau be no d-ifference of opinion, ut
ail events from this point, that eveu if we
lied -the power to vasa sucli an ameudment,
its adoption would -oreate great confusion.
You would have a set of lista prepared for
the local eleotions sud bv ithis amendment
yon would. introduce federal leeislation ta
take effect ai the saine time which would take
the lis away f rom the local juriediction sud
briug thorm under federal juriadiotion as ta
the method of their preparation.

'That la as explicit as lt is possible to
make Engliah words. The Nova Scotia sud
New Brunswick situation waa brought up.
My rigbt liou. frieud waa ready for it theu:

1 'have no doubi that if the people of Nova
Scotia find the prosent system not satisfac-
tory, the aystem which lias given satisfaction
hitherto, if they thouglit ithat the sheriff ha-
ing appointed by the executive authority did
not give them the same aecurity as in former
timea, when the sherifas were appointed by
the judicial authoritY. theY will uudoubtedly
lu the exercise of their rights as citizens of
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