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THE PREMIER AT NANAIMO,
Coneise Review of Provineial Affairs—
Government’s Efforts to Open

> Up the Country.

Trade Relations With Australia—Rail-
way Development—Lumber ‘ a
Great Source of Wealth.

On Saturday evening a puhlic meeting bry

was held in tvhe Nanaimo Opera Honse,
which was attended by the Premier, the
representatives in the local Legislature of
the constituency, and a number of citizens.
Mayor Haslam occupied the chair.

Hon. Mr. Davie upon coming forward

said he was pleaged to have an opportunity
to explain & few matters in reference to the
licy of his Government. When he ar-
med in the city he had not intended to
hold a public meeting. - He had simply
come to attend the poultry show. On ac-
count of its being in proj until last
night and the fact ~ that to-night
.might practically be considered Christmas
eve, he did not consider it an opportune
time for political mee However, a
number of his  friends pressed

if they ‘him to do so. Later on
in the day he received a m saying
that arrangements had been made for a
‘meeting, and handbills were issued announc-
ing it. He hoped this wounld not be the
last meeting he would have an opportunity
to address in this city.’ He was always
ready to give up his time for the benefit of
the electors. He regretted that he had not
had more time for preparation, as he would
have been able to have gone into details and
many matters of more direct interest to this
community. He did not intend to enter
upon those subjects that had already had
their quietug on the Mainland, such as the
Parliament buildings and the Redistribution
matter. These questions he had gone over
thoroughly on the Mainland, and as he said
before, he was satisfied they had received
their quietus there. A number of ill-ad-
vised gentlemen on the Mainland had circu-
lated a petition asking the Governor-General
of Canada to veto the act providing for the
construction of the Parliament buildings,
and had gone so far as to agitate for separa-
tion of the Mainland from the Island. To
further this project a convention was called
at Knnloog: for the purpose of lncitini:ge
people of the Mainland to rise in a y
and declare for separation. Island constitu-
encies were not asked to participate in this
convention. He was pleased to be able to
say, however, that the people of the Main-
land resented the movement, and that in
only a few instances were delegates appoint-
ed. The solid men of the community refus-
ed to take any part in the matter whatever,
and the few who attended the convention
were the disa) ted-ones who hagetried
to stir up an ill-feeling between the tWo sec-
tions of the Province. The advocates of the
scheme had since found out the woful blun-

issues. .
The redistribuaion bill, which conld not
be introduced at the last session, will be
brought in next and will be as just a meas-
ure as IQ,iI:.‘in the power of the Government
to. ] : ’
Referring to the condition of the Province
he said that before anything could be done
the Government had to establish the credit
of the country %o as to enable them to bor-
row money on advantageous terms. A few
mﬁ ago the Government wanted a small
of $30,000 and employed a broker to
negotiate it for them. After endeavoring
to obtain the money required from several
sources the Government were com to
accept a loan from Sir James Douglas at 8
per cent. interest and hgd to pay the Broker
5 per cent. for obtaining it. - A" short time
afterwards the Government had to raise
some more money and & second loan was
fioaped at 6 per’ cent. It was there-
-fore ne: to establish our credit so as
to place this Province on as good a footing
8s any other country,
In order to assist the development of our
resources. the Beaven administration
what is known as %ﬂchmenu Act, which
he considered wen far, but was intended
to induce settlers to come here. Then what
is known as the Settlements Act was passed
to promote the construction of the Island
railroad. Government lands were thrown
open for sestlement at one. dollar per ucre
and a monopoly had . beengiven. While
there was no doubt that very large” grants
- had been given in the past, this had to be
done to encourage the development and
opening up of the country. The Island rail-
road cost aboat $3,000,000, in aid of which
a subsidy of §750,000 was granted by the
Doninjon Government. Although thé com-
y received a large grant of land from the
vernment they could have purchased it at
the. time for one dollar pers acte,
The' object of the Government was
to  redeem the country so as to
induce ttlement. ~What now might
be considered huge

] had to be given
by former governments g order to get ruil- | Proper

roads built and the country opened u
Recently the Kootenay road baen

built and the efforts of the Government were

being directed to secure ‘every possitle
eans of opening up the . The

the of . try far beyond the

most sanguine mohﬁou of .any of its
members. Ourt cent. stand
second st all othér countries in the
world. These things having been accom-
plished, a new era now 'dawns upon the
province with which the present Govern-
ment has to The past is a dead isspe
which it would be well to bury,

A question had arisen lately as to whether
the Kequimalt & Nanaimo “Railway com-
pany were entitled to the precious metals
contained in the lands secured by them
from the Government. To -his mind
there was not the slightest doubt as to
who was entitled to the minerals in
question. ' The Government of the Domin-
ion of Canada had denied a similar t to
this province on a former occasion, and the
Evinoe came out of the fight vietorious,

ving this in view, he had submitted the
case to the Supreme court and had no doubt
as to the result. While it might be decided
that the baser metals passéd with the grant,
it will be found that the precious metals be.
long to the Crown, and will pass to the free
miner whenever he desires to work.
_ Being now in & position to take every ad-
‘vantage of our opportunities, it was the
duty of the present Government to develop
the resources of the country and -find em-
al:ﬂnent for the people who desire to make
homes here. /To advance this object,
some time an act w&n’ passed for  the

vernment of
bia & loanof £150,000, part of ;
‘tions of which were that Crofter fishermen
‘would be brought out and placed on our
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the Province should be self-su;
far as possible, one conld not deny ¢
that sheep cannot be raised here &roﬁtubi
On the Mainland they destroyed the
age to such an extent that last session the
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The lumber trade would in the near future
be a great source of wealth to the Province.
The {a‘eoh of trade with Australia were
vuar right. Although the market was now
dull and prices could not be obtained to
make the manufacture of lumber profitable,
there must soon be
British Columbia would become the market
of all those conntries across the Pacific re-

Whil

A

be ready to enter upon the
ent of the fisheries on the condi-
tion that thése people should be brought
tations were made to the
Government of this Province that other
lines of trade would also be introduced in
connection with the devel
fisheries. The Government readily brought { $7:
in an act to enable these ne;
euntered into, but it afterwards turned out
that the Imperial Government wanted to
select the fishermen and send to this coun-
those persons who were of very little use
As soon as this was dis-
covered an order-in-council was at once
guud that the proper immigrants should

e selected by the Government of this Pro-
vince, which proposition was refused by
the Imperial authorities, and so the matter

ped.
Sevolopmontv of our trade relations
with the Australian colonies was a matter
of the greatest importance to this Province
at the present time. One of the chief pro-
ducts from that country, an article which-|thought an improvement on this tax would
could not be profitably raised in British
Columbia, namely, sheep, might be imported
e he maintained that

The coal trade was our most important
industry. - Av present our market was con-
fined entirely to the Pacific coast, Nanaimo
is the chief coal pi
Province, - Were it not for the coal mines of
Nanaimo and Wellington, British Columbia
would be in a very backward state indeed.
The coal trade makes more than three-
fourths of our export trade, for which San
Francisco and the local trade are about our
only arkets. It might be said that none|he
of the coul from here reaches the interior or
acroes the monntaing. Amongst the various
Provincial enterprises which the Govern-
ment has decided to assist is the railroad
from Spence’s Bridge to Nicols, which
traverses a country containing vast coal
fields, and will open up & coal trade on the
Mainland, and which will not in any way
come into competition with the Nanaimo
coal. When these new fields were opened
up, an extensive trade would be done with
the East and employment would be fur-
nished to many hundreds

Another railway en i
the Government was the road from Nakusp
to Slocan, which was intended to prevent
pper country from being
drained to the mouth, to the harm of the

wn Province, Thus it was

that the Govermment had aided these roads
Ez‘:libenl grants. - After the House had
early this year the necessity for com-

the Slocan road earlier than was
contemplated in the act became impressed
dpon the Government, and it was
%o assist in rushing it -through as rapidly as
ently the track was com-
Lake early in December.
As a matter of fact the Government had
better arrangement in the interest
of the country than the act had anthorized
them to do, but as this had to come before
the House at the next session, it was not

8k thia time o go into the matter | been doated, bug hothh&’doﬂnlhhw aging

cing centre of the

of the

a change,

At the present time

of vhe lumber used in Euro
is taken from the Baltic.
quality to ours and it would only be a mat-
ter of a short time. when the ' attention ot
these countries would be directed to the
Province of British Columbia. In the case
of Australia, the distance to the Baltic
provinces is over 11,000 miles as i
6,000 to British Columbia, so that it w
be only a short time when we will have to
furnish this most-important market with
our lumber. As soon as the lumber industry
began to properly develop it would furnish
employment to a large additienal popula-
been made that there
was not an official log scaler,and that under:
existing arrangements loggers could not get
fair treatment from the mill owners. Hence
the Government had passed an act to ap-
point an official scaler, but afterwards, upon
‘making further inquiriee, it was found that
it could not be put into practical operation.
of this
be worked unless both parties ‘ware
bound by it and obliged to accept the mea-
surements of the official scaler.
would be introduced at the next session
providing for compulsory scaling and the
appointment of the
oarry it out. Some time ago the Govern-
ment, had brought in an act providing for a
survey of the Province. - Under this
ministry  were ;, causing

p gl
as the Nechaco | ¢p,

tion. Complaint ha

si
the

and Aust

ind could

officials to

r end of
Vancouver Island, which in the near future
would be the scene of a thriving community.

Having placed the finances of the country
in a sound condition the Government conld
consider the question of aid to settlers in ac-
quiringsmall holdings. Thiscouldnotbedone
before for want of money and might not be
operation during the present fiscal
yeur but there is no reason why the Govern-
ment should not adopt a scheme whereby
parties taking up land and expending a cer-
tain. amount of money in improving it conld
get an advance from the Government at a
reasonable rate of interest extended over a
period of .years by givisg their property as

The Chilootin country to the west of the
Fraser river is now open for settle- J:car
ment and would furnish homes for an im-
mense p;suhbi‘on. The Government had

& wagon road through this
copntry from Soda creek to Hantsville, aldis-
tance of one hundred and twenty-five miles,
which would soon be extended to the coast.
When ‘the coast extemsion is completed
boata could ply between the coast cities and
the end of the road, and in a short time a
large trade would be developed. A man
with only a small amount.of money cannot
settle in thé midlands of this ¥
with the hope of putting enongh land’ in
.condition for cultivation, on
of ‘an |8 li
:| contended with

of carry-
com

t of the
tions to be

g as | have to
fact

through ::{:h

and with it

t is of inferior

A new act

rovince

which to make | cor
g for himself and family,” 1n some question

milar difficulties had tobe }tors  of
governments' had ‘seen ['they not? Continn
fit to advance to bona fide settlers grants of
money to open up lands on the terms he had
just stated, and while it is not possible to

adopt such & scheme in British Columbia
- | just now, in the near future he hoped to see
y ted in  this

such a policy

Province. The object of the present
‘Government has been to place a high tax on
all such land not previously exempt and re-
cently for instance in the neighborhood of
Vic*oria lands that had been formérly taxed
at $50 an acre were now taxed as h as
50 an acre. This was being done to force
parties holding valuable tracts in an unim-
proved state to put them in a state of cuk
tivation or sell to someoue else who would.
It bas been the policy of this Government
to put » high tax on all wild lands. He did
not think that this tax went far enough
mow: the trouble is if a man
owns a large quantity .of land and
wante to escape the wild land tax
he goes to work and improves it, spends
a fow hundred dollars upon it in building a
fence or something of that kind and then
goes away to Kngland or somewhere else
and waits until the improvements on sur-
rounding land increase its value when he
sells his land out at a large profit. He

be to compel- those who do not actu-
ally use the land, that is absentees,
to pay the higher tax  until they
the land go

it. This is the Ilegislation which he

y. | thought with jastice might be resorted to in
ur-

future. In regard to the Esquimalt &
Nanaimo railway rty, he wanted it
~understood that under their grant

| exempt from taxation on: -the /lands

land free of taxes until they sold it, and
while they might encourage them- to sell it,
the present Government cannot break faith
with them. It hus been proposed
the Opposition to tax these . lands,
but once the ‘Government shows it is
going to cancel existing obligations and
break faith with those it has made bargains
with, immediately its credit is not worth
a spap. So that whatever is done,
said, his Government would still
pursue, aed intended to xunno, a jast
method of tsxing land and they should
never do anything which wonld impair ex-
isting obligations.” For the reasons he had
shown, he said, the company were bound to
get rid of these lands " when they can, and
he hoped that by-and-bye when the Govern-
ment found itself in a position to bring in
measure for the purpose of aiding the set:
tlement of small holdings, as for his part he
intended to aid, there will be a fair chance
of their being able to make some arrange-
ment for the better settlement of the lands

Vy'| between here and Victoria. Not that thowe

lands were not being settled, becanse my
are being settled, and he knew, he skid,
that the company are anxious to sell.and he
wanted to enco them to procure the
settlement of those lands to a greater extent
than at the present time,

Continuing, Mr, Davie said he supposed
they would expect him to say something
about what is known as the Canada West-

ern projeot, that is the project of building a
ecided nﬂrmlmnnﬁngﬂtme E & ;

N. ‘and
running up to Seymour Narrows, croulng
there tgo tﬁl: Hni?in’nd and becoming part o
a great transcontinental line. The Goyern-
ment, he said, hagd offered a large
land to the pro: uch & line, an
P R
ut not assume at the present time a
aspect. A syndicate has
done.  Whether the en cheme
mr htnhutlupo‘.w::’a“ 2
3 ; S porti s
po:‘infyy’ , snd will be if ‘within

power of the Government to bi

the road ought to be en

they would before long be able to pl

something tan,

the view of the

it will be a

all the land of

Island. That railway is bonnd to come in

course of time, no matter what Government

you have, and the aim of the Government

ought to be to bring this state of 'affairs

about:and to open up the country as rapidly

as possible. Although many of the matters
undertaken by the

P
ber thft the date of the coming into ‘power
of the present Government was only a year
ago last July, when he was called upon to
form a ministry, and although many of
these matters were inau ted = by
the proceeding (Government, still they
were inaugurated by a  Govern-
ment * which this Government succeed-
ed and were thoroughly in sympathy
with. He said for the last ten years he had
supported the Government which had been
in power and which he deemed had worked

0t |.in the best interests of the country, and the

matters which he had brought “into exist-
ence have had the consideration and were
the policy of the previous Govermment;: By
the turn affairs have taken the Government

im personally to bein pelitics was a matter
of loss financially, as those who have known

which "he has been compelled “to a
g:ut extent to relinquish; he "would

better off from a point of personal
profit if he were relegated to stay at
home. He had shown them he  was

and the great responsibility which rested
upon him. Everything he had madeé in his
practice he had wisely or unwisely invested
in this Province and he had no desirebat for
the welfare of the Province, which meant
also his own individual success. He
every confidence in his own and his - col-
leagues’ methods, and he hoped to be able to
them out ; whether he was or not
pended on the will of the people. Hé ' had
shown them that the people abroad hadeon-
fidence in his Government. If they hiad not
that confidence they would not have lent
the Government their money and tréated
with them on as a basis as with' the
most favored countries, In the great finan-
cial circles, if they had not confidence in
us they would not have placed the financial
 position of this Prevince second amongst the.
colonial securities of the world. Those who
have money invested are here most deeply
interested in our

fidence in  this Government. ‘The
then
the same op or .are
» Mr. Davie said:
Now,gentlemen, I think that is all I have to
say; the issue will be before you before very
long. I hope to have an opportunity to

by | clusively proved in the

again,
in | wished

him know that he.had a lucrative practice’

not blind to the vast interests of this country

- for'a

address you again and to go into these sub-
jects more thoroughly than I am  at . the
- present moment prepared to do. I thank
you very sincerely for the kind and patient
manner in which you have heard me, and I
look forward to an early opportunity of
moethg’m again. (Loud applause.)

Mr. Davie then moved a vote of thanks
to the chairman, which was carried unani-
mously. At this juncture Mr. Keith rose
and said that although the meeting had
been called to.explain the policy of the
Government, he thought the present mem-
bers of the House from this district may
have something to say on the subject.
(Cries of platform.)

Mr. Davie wished it understood that
although the meeting had been called by
him, he was quite willing they should be
heard, but he reserved to himself the privi-
lege of fifteen or twenty minutes to reply
when they had finished.

Mr. Keith on taking the platform stated
that he was surp at hearing that a
meeting had been called for this evening as
he bad asked Mr. Davie yesterday if there
was to be one and he told him, no. He said
they had heard a great deal about the policy
of the Government, and he was sure it mast
give them pleasure to hear some of the opin-
ions of the Premier. He said, when he was
elected to represent this city he was elected
on the Ind%pandent ticket and he had re-
mained . independent as far as laid in his
power, and that was the stand he took to-
day. He would take the liberty of refer-
ﬁhnmdm-twmﬂu Premier

spoken of. In regard to the redistribu-

tion bill the questien we were told had been
fought out on the Mainland snd it was prac-
tically dead. They were also told that
the reason the Government had not
brought in a bill.as promised at the last
session was because they had not the
proper information, while it was con-
House that
they had the proper information
and that they had all the infor-
mation in then that they have at the present
time—he thought the Hon. Premier would
bear him out in this. He thought the ques-
tion of redistribution was one on which the
Government would ‘probably bring in a bill
at the next session and try to rush it
through. That, he believed, would be the
policy of the Government at the next ses-
sion. The next question he referred to was
abont the former government having bor-
rowed $30,000 which showed how hard it
was to get money at that time; it was very
bard ' fifteen or twenty years ago, much
more so than the present. He said we
expected to develop something within the
next fifteen or twenty years and he thought
we were growing very fairly. It is proved
that we can borrow money at three and four
per cent., and that shows the country is
growing and® will continue to grow. But
there was another thing he would like to
refer to, and that was the v to the E, &
N R. Co. - M. Davie h.g'::id the terms
a(;t were not so advan us as the former
Government had offered. He knew that;
but if one Government does wrong that is
another should perpetuate

ince ' the grant was given

that companyit wasfeund that timeand time
grauts have
same terms, .yet the Premier

said it not - be  done
a statement which the er
he comld believe. The Canada
Western railway received some 20,000,000
acres on precisely similar terms. Hesaid he
found the policy of Mr. Davie’s Government
was the policy of giving away and encour-
vl Sgpamioghy e

very .question of ¢ away - 20,000,-
m’-garu of ,éd. ‘ exempt - from

: was a 8 nt
‘oposition the present Government could
o up that they would not give land at
ment’s aim ought to be to develop the re-
souroes of the country, but has the aim of
his. Government "been to develop the re-
sourcea of the ? Hedid not think
they had devoted themselves to the develop-
ment of this country at all.  He did not
find that they gave any special facilities to

to take up land. We are told,
he said, that the E. & N. R. R. sells land
ot §3 an acre, but the fact was they sold
some at $10, and lands they think are valu-
able they don’t sell at $3, but they are quite
willing to sell any lands they do ‘not think
are valuable, Continuing, he spoke of the
deep sea fishery, and said that the Hon.
Premier vells us of the great benefit it would
be to the Provinge. The Government
to give $500,000 acres of the coast land, the
most valuable portion of the Province, to
this industry. That, he thought, may be
tryinito develop the resources of this Prov.
ince, but. he failed to see it. He said the
Government was giving this land awayon
the' coast of the Island, and on Queen
Charlotte “Island for the development of
the Province. Well, perhaps it was, and
then he told them that the reason
the negotiations fell through was that
the British Government wanted to
to send out a class of inferior crofters and
fishermen 'and -this  Government would not
have them. The reason, Mr. Keith said,
to his mind' was now, and as he had stated
in the House, that the whole scheme was
impracticable, that it was nothing more hor
less than a wild cat scheme for speculative
purposes. He believed that the char-

These charters have been peddled
over the country but no ome would buy
them ; not one out of twenty daring the last

ocould never have any market that would
justify such an expenditure as that, there-

ore it was simply an impracticable and
speculative scheme, nothing more and
nothing less. He said that Mr. Davie went
on to compliment us on our coal resources.
We have all that, but in contradistinetion
to that we find that the present Government
has merely treated Nanaimo as a suburb of
[ Victoria since ever it was in existence, As
the Board of Trade very properly brought

had [before the Honorable Premier the other

day, we haveno facilities for law business
in connection with our Supreme court.’
We. asked for a land registry office and
we cannot get it; we asked for other things
but we hiave not got one of them, There was
some peculiar, he said, about these
things, hen he went' into the House as
an Independent” member the Government
was very courteous. They went in free and
nnpr_e}uslhpd, and fopnd it very plain sailing

6w weeks, until the Government found
they could do without them; then it was dif-
ferent. It was the duty of the ture
to protect the lives of their miners, and it

| might be intereating to note what has been

done on somie few ts. Last year New

| Westminster got a grant of $75,000, or $15,-
remains, are the  elec-| g . %o

& year for five

given on precisely | W,

| buils inside of a

t time.. He says that the Govern- | of the

ported of the present Government
his district received a benefit to the
tune of $75,000, and that this bridge
was to be built through or on land close y
adjoining property owned by him.
found that Vancouver had another man of the
same description, who thought his honor
was worth a $40,000 eourthouse to support
the present Government. Victoria has
been for a Jong time the stronghold of the
Opposition and the residence of the Cabinet,
and they found that there are about fourteen
or seventeen members residing there, and in
order that Victoria may be appreciated they
found they got $600,000 for the Parliament
buildings. Now, that was rather peculiar,
Nanaimo got only $15,000 for a Juil last
year. He supposed the Government came
to the conclusion that the Nanaimo mem-
bers were honest and could not be bribed,
but we were told it had been forced upon
them. It was simply because they came to
the conclusion they could not help giving
that $15,000, therefore they gave it. They
were further told that the cial policy of
the Government had placed them in such a
position now that they were able to do quitey
» number of things they were not able to do
before. He said he could readily under-
stand that of course the financial position is
a great deal better now, because the re-
sources of the Province are better under-
stood and we .are better known. He did
not see that any credit was due to this Gov-
ernment but to the development of the
Province. It has developed very rapidly
within the last few years, but there was one
peculiar thing in connection with this
money the Government was able to borrow
80 cheaply the Premier had forgotten to
tell. While they had borrowed they
borrowed enough to pay off their consoli-
dated debt, but they are running into debt
now from $100,000 to $280,000 a year.
We have borrowed this capital and "have
got to pay it some time. And yet
in the face of that this Government
goes to work and borrows $600,000 to
build Parliament buildings at Victoria. The
yesr before they had voted $75,000 or
$80,000 to buy land to put them on and
then the Premier pretended to tell
them there was justification 'in
going into debt for $700,000 - for
Parliament buildings. There was never any-
thing in history to compare with this. The
Dominion House in Ottawa came to nothhz
like the per capita tax that this does. It
outrageous ; it is p terous, The Prov-
ince does not justify lt. If we had money
on hand, there would be nothing in voting a
large sum to building Parliament buildings
to be an ornament and he supposed an at-
traction to tourists who came to Victoria.
That was one of the reasons brought up for
building them, that it would be a beantiful
place for tourists to visit, and we have to
cater to that to the extent of nearly $700,-
000, and he believed before they were fin-
ished it would -amount to $360,000 or
L
you about bonusing the usp an
the Slocan road, but the sum of money to
be spent on that might build a road. "We
find we have numbers of idle men staring us
in the face in thisProvince. We have them at
Wellington, Kamloops, Vancouver and New
ter, not blnthe dozen but by the
hundreds, and we find we have a Govern-
ment going to spend that amount of mon
on parlisment buildings that are utterly
B Touing. ngalant Mo Giveeiemaat, b
ars 1 ent, but
these were thoughts that were forced upon
e they gzaply kg ”m‘at
% wan! to
c-% at Vi where some fourteen or-
reside. And if theso buildings were
there would be j

dle men ‘than before. (A
left the hall at this stage

) .
He said he was very glad to hear that it
was the policy of the Government to tax
wild lands, becanse it fully met his views.
He said he could endorse the policy of tax-
ing wild lands as the Independents and
Opposition had advocated. thatyfrom time to
time in the House until the Government
saw it ‘was best, and although thoﬁdlud not
made much of a showing they had helped to
lp.l:irohthe Government on it: ;&x wild ’hnd,
w! was one good thing in itself.
He did not think it

many or_more
number of

to refer

much to the Canada Western. He|

voted for the second reading on the
condition that two amendments of his shonld
go in. One of the amendments was that

propose | this land should not be exempt from

taxation for a period 1 than ten years
and the other that it should be open for
settlement at the current rates for govern-
ment Iand. < They did not see fit to accept
thege amendments and he, therefore, voted
againstit. His sole reason for voting as he
did waa that he knew there wasa majority
and they wodld that bill in any event
and he thought B“:nyt.hlng could be added
to it he vo for it with that hope. ;
had heard a great deal of talk about the
financial policy of the Government, and
why it was we were in such a financial
tion. Well, it was, as he had
owing to the- development of the

Province that it was placed in that position:

ilroad

built ; if shere is traffic to justify a line
road to be built it will be built. He con
sidered no government had any right to
away land. He certainly would be in favor
of a guarantee because then the land would
come back in the future, o

Mr. T. Foster, on taking the platform,
said that after the speeches the andience
had heard he thought it was not advisable
for him to speak at any length, but there
were a few points the previous speak
neglected to speak about. ~ He did not know
whether he should say anything about the
Government buildings as they had heard so
much already; yet there was the temptation
to speak of them because when he remem-
bered the arguments he had heard he desired
to call their minds to some of them. For
instance the Commissioner of Lands and
mrh said the buildings were nwemrly&
Xhat was a proper ment if he coul
substantiate g P&rr. mn er said it would
be a t attractlon for tourists. Then
Colonel Baker said the scheme would anchor

(the capital there it Vigtoria, and finally, the
Predd:i:?l ofihocw'lﬁﬁt‘:?ooley, gyo't‘up_

and told them it was a 1d scheme to give
work to the unemployed, 50, remembering
such things, he bll: very much tempted to
repeat them. ' He thought the Government

he | body was found

would have been

kel

of dings acoording to that pl
$150,000, and he thought most of  the’

peo-

They | ple throughout British Columbia would have

said that was right and sufficient.

year before ha

875,090 Was  appropriated
W registry building and he
had a great necessity for a
department and another $75,000,
he thought, would have been sufficient for
all the buildings for the next twenty-five
years. While admitting it would undoubt.
edly give ample ogportnnity t0 workmen
still, he thought, the Province could not
get .hhe. same f)meﬂt out of that expenditure
as if it were applied to building roads.
British Columbia produced ample preducts,
but the producers could not get their stuff
out to the markets; oconsequently, what ig
Decessary to enable thé farmers to meet the
demand is that they should have better
roads to get their stuff out; so spend-
ing  $600,000° in the city ot Victoria
does not enable the farmers to meet the
demand, which they ocould have had
that money been spent on roads. Then,
in respect te the lumber business, the Hon
Premier told them that arrangements would
have to be made for the payment of a
government scaler. Two years ago
the fishermen and a considerable num.
ber of losgen held a meeting in
Victoria and discussed the same &hg.
and it was then decided that the Govern.
ment should int & Government scaler,,
and they sai :I;:{ would be satisfied to
take the official scale. .He said he attended’
at committee meetings at which lumbermen
and’ loggerl 'y , and knew what he-
was talking about. Last winter the Com-
missoner of Lands and works was asked why.
a scaler had not been sppointed, and he
replied that it would not do to appoint
them as the lumbermen would have a hard
enough time to get along. Now, what did
that mean? It meant that if a lamber
scaler was appointed they would have to
pay more stumpage, but the lumbermen
were willing to pay for all they got. If the
mill men cannot afford to pay stumpage let
the Government give them & rebate. Mr,
Foster then said he believed he shounld say
something about the British Pacific. There
again the Hon. Premier said he would never
think of giving such charters as the Na-
naimo & Esquimalt railway got, but they
have done it; they voted for the same
thing last winter when they extended the
time for the building of the British Pacific
and the same iniquitous exemption of land
from taxation, and he did not think it
would be changed. s long as the ‘present
Prime Minister is in power. He said he
would tell them one thing, there is a differ.
ence between the charter to the Esquimalt
& Nanaimo and to the Canada Western, and
that is the Canada Western takes its land
in alternate blocks, which is an improve-
ment over the old way.

(To be continued.)}

BEYOND SAVING.

SAN FrANCISCO, Dec. 26.—The steamer
New York is beyond saving. The seas are

washing over her. From reports received
to-day the vessel's nose is only out of the

ey | water, and ’onrgh.haing below .and above

decks is awash, - once magnificent ves-
sel will be: battered to pieces by the wind
and waves.

. 'THE DONALD SHOOTING.

Doxarp, B,C., Dec. 26.—(Special)-
stable Redgrave was found at hish
arrested. ‘Barr has been removed to the
Golden hospital. He is doing well, but the

has not yet been extracted. Red-
grave: will ‘probably have his: preliminary
examination on Thursday. *
o — R —————

BARCELONA’S BOMBS.

BARCELONA, Deo. 26.—In confession made
to-day Cerezuelo, the Anarchist arrested in
Huesoa, said that he threw the bomb in the
Lyceum theatre, and that Codina made the
bomb from Sivepol’s models.

PORT CREDIT MURDER.

Tomowro, Dec. 26.—(Speoial)—William
Wallis MoWhevill, alias McGuire, a young.
Scotchman suspected of murdering old Wil-
liams and his wife at Port Credit, was ar-
rested at the Woodbine, near Searboro,
early this morning by Detective Davis, and
la:ldu:. at police. headquerters at seven
o’cloc! . y

—_—

SAN Axron10, Dec. 24.—Chief Deputy
Walters will leave this week for San Fran-
cisco, having in chacge sixty-five Chinamen

They | sentenced to be deported for violation of the

exclusion act. He will be accompanied by
twenty guards. All of these Orientals have
been arrested within the past three montls.
Twelve of them are in jail in San Antonio,
nineteen at Del o Rio and the remainder at

| Eagle Pass and El Paso.

. INDIANAPOLIS, Dec. 24.—H. Waters was
murdered at 11 o’clock last'night by burg-
rs whom he surprised robbing a butcher
shop at Seventh and Tennessee streets. His
1 on the common. His head
had ‘been split open with a cleaver and
three bullet wounds were found in his chest.

X% BIRTH,

: i—In this ci

-~ the wife of J. Buie
2 son.

nl'#"l!—- ecity on December 21st, the
of I:It,ﬂ%l Hteyimxc’keg?of a daughter,

P

,, On the 21st inat.{
hton, of Savona, ©

o MARRIED,
t Cox—HENLY—At Clover Point_Hotel, by the

. Cridge, Mr. W. H. Cox to

Miss Annie ﬁenly, $oth of Victoria.
ARTWRIGHT — AKERMAN — At St. Mark’s
chi 8alt Spring Island, on the 16th
inst., ur Cartwright to Martha Ann

Akerman. Both cf the Island. .

' WoorToN—8arrE—In this city, on the 23c

. inst., at St. Barnabas church, by the Rev.
George W, Taylor, assisted b
Begniands, EXward Ernest Wootton, bar-
rister-at-law, to Frances Ameclia, third
éanghter of the late Rev. Robert Hall
el Church,

: BROWNE-HOSKING—At St. John's Church, on
Wednesday, December 20th, 1893, by_the
Rev. Pem{vnl Jenns, Charles Robert Ben-
amin Browne, son of Beniamin George

'wne, of New Oross, London, England, to-
Ada Pearce Hoskivg, eldest daughter of
Hannah Hosking, of &mbnine. England.

BATCHELOR—BRADLEY—On Saturday, the 23rd
inst., at St. John's church, by the Rev. Per:

* cival Jenns, Owen 8. Batchelor, Esq.. third
surviving son of  the Rev. T. T. Batchelor,
M.A., Oxon, of Cornwall, England, to Miss
J. M. Bndlep only daughter of J. A. Rrad-

ley, Esq., of Victoria, B. C.

JoNEs—BRADY—On Dec. 27th, at Christ Church

cﬂwl the Lord Bishop of Columbia,

on Be' Uswald Mere-
dith Jones, F.R.C.S.,

land, L.R.C.P.,
, to thleen eanor Bra
daughter of James Brady, M.E.
———
PIED.

‘WiLsoN—On Christmas Eve., at his parents’
ﬁ m:’:'}e.t vt Thowea and Mary
Z son 0mas an
A ; Wilson, aged 17 years and 6
months,

KIPLING—~On the 26th inst., Edith Rose, the be-
mwite of Mr, Wm, Kipling, aged 25

ev. Canon
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