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IREPORV 0F 3IiSSIN WORK ON THE NORTH
SHORE 0F THE LOWER ST. LAWRENCE

FROX PORT AU PERSIL TO MISTASSINI.

By REv. C. A. DOUDIETr.

~HE following brief extracte from. Mr.
SDoudieh's report to the Board of French

Evangelization wilh serve to convev some idea
-of the difficuities aîtending inissionary work
in these isolated regiont-. «*Sharting from
l1adousac, ou the 25t1i of July, L'ante à l'.Eau
anîd Port au Persil, above the mouth of the
.Saguenay, were first visited. At the latter
place w'as kindly received by Mr. John Mac-
laren, the veteran foi-est inspeclor of the district,
and a 8trong supporter of our Church, wvho
-offered the use of bis boat for the expedîtion,
aîîd altihough it was quite too small for the
nature of the service, it was the only one
available. Port au Persil is a small ecattered
haiet of about lwenhy-five families. The
land is mouxîtainous, poor and slony. There
are only three or four Protestant families lu
the place. Notwithsîanding luis advanced age,
Mr. Mfaclai-en does a great deal of quiet, and
effective maissionar% work along the coast.
One of his sons, Who is lhoroughly acquaiîîted
witb every rock and shoal along the Coast,
agi-ced to seL as pilot and another biaud %w as
engaged, making with uuyself a crew of thiee.
On Sabbath, 2Sth, preached lu Frencbi in titi
morning, and in Eumrili iu the evenin,,, for
the benetit of the summer visitors, aniuiîg
'whom, were the family of Mrs. Lamb, oui
Pointe aux Trembles heaci er, and that of IRov.
M. Lefobre of Quebec. The Roman Catholics
of Port au Persil ai-e generaily (.iv il and re:ý*
pectful to ouri- issionaries, but tbey are toto
much afraid of Iheir pilests and of eaclb otlior
to attend Protestant services. The orîly
effective wvay te reach them ie by visiting
thomt in theix' tomes. Mr. Mayîîard,
oui- student mi:ssionary tbere, besides
ministering to the adherents of our
church, teaches a few childi-en andi evangelizes
whenever lie caui find an opportunihy. M1on-
day, 301h July.-Rowed and sailed to 'iadousac,
ealling at Rivière aux Canards, wlîero Ihere is
one Protestant family. 2'uesday, 31st,-Stormy
day. One of tbe men felI sick. I doctor hlm
the beet way 1 can. Bouglît supplies for tlie
journey. Saiied ou WVedneqday at 6 a.m., withi
a fair wind, to Escipumiaiins, 30 miled beiow
Tadousac. Landed on a sandy beach and
cooked dinner. The ouily Protestant residing
lbere was absent at te lime. Called upon an
old widow near by, sud had a long conversation
w-th lier, nbich 1 trust may bave doue lier
soife good. I-lad a sound sleep ou a rock,
waiting for lue tide ho rise. Left at 7 p.m.
and roived tliree ]jours tu a smail creek m-liere
a number of raftsuieiî were ah work,1 but as

there was no shelter foir our craft, put out again
ansd rowed three miles further to Petite
.Romaines, landing at 11.30 pan. witli sorne
idiffieuilty. Thursdaje, Auguist 2, detaîned by
contrar-y wind until 8.30 p.m. Night very
Idark. Rau thi-ee times on rocks, once ne?.rly
upsetting the boat. At 12.30 reachied Port
Neuf lighthouse and sieptin the towar. k'riday,
rowed ail day and reached Sault au Cochon,
60 miles from, Tadousac, and was hospitably
received by Mr. Forrest the Manager of Priee's
Mills, who belonge to the Churcli of England.
The next point of cail was l3ersemis, a
Hudson Bay Post, where we were kindiy
entertained by Mr. MeDonald, the agent of the
Compa'ny H is familY, bis clerk, and M-
Shephierd, manager of the lumber mills, are,
the only Protestants in Bersemis. Storms and
heavy ramn detained us here until Tliursday,
9th August. Left at 1 p.m. 8h11l very rough
ses. After bazardons sailing for an hour or
two ran iiito a rocky bay and landed. Ry
3 p.m. iL is a teînpest 1iriday--Left at 3 a.mn;
rowed fifîeen miles and landed iiesi- the
Alanicouagan lightbouee. An Amnerican coin-
pany le putting up an extensive fish and oil
establishiment here. The enîployees ivill be
chiefly Protestants froni Maine, and the coin-
paruy will paj libera]]y toivards the stpport of a
mnissionary ah this place during the summer
iiiunths. 'Rowsed on to Manicouagan Bay, and
put. up at a Roman Catholic farmer's house.
Saiurday, Nvind shill biigh. Rowed 18 miles to
Mistassini Bay and landed. The only inhabi-
tant is an old batclielor, living iu a small log
but and hiolding the position of keeaper of the
saînjun fishiery. On ,.i'bb(ilh evenizig, August
l2tî,a yaclat b&longing to thelighthouse keeper

ùfPite des Mont-; cash anchor in the Bay
au1l earned froi bis soit that tliis farnily 18
the oly iiiie livjiik! at the Point allddhat ah
G>udbout, theo oîîly biaiet tlàs side, of Pointe
des MoNf.its. tiiere àre no Protestant residents.
Ta.às information, andi the fachs ltat myfitndsý
%vere by îlîis linte exhausted, indicated that 1
slîould pruceed no furtimer. Accurdingly 1
availed myself of the offer of a passage t Bic
ini a yachit at tboe xh orbitant charge of ten
dollars, and sent tho m~ o men back with the
boat. Fromn -w bat bias been said, it will be
seen that there are tiot very promising open-
ings for mission wo-k behweeu Tadouisae and
Pointe des Monts, except perhiaps at the Pointe
aux Outardes, if the American oul works are
opened next suminer. Tadousse itself is well
supplied wihh religions sorvioes iu English
during the summer. It miglit be worth wiuile
trying Frenclh services there. .And there are
a number of points beyond Pointe des Monts
that mighit be visiîed with advantage during
the summer months, as for example, Hc*.e
which counte aboutforly families,SlaLlop River,
Sheldrak, Riviére au Tonnerre, St John River,

Milagpic, Long Point of Mtffngan, and Mingan,
in each of these places there are Protestant
families and openings for niissionary work."

256


