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"That'in cur opinion, -the inhabitants of the United States

fiahing withln waters in the taeria JmÎs&etcon of the LegW,

are bound te ebey, and are legally puniahable for digregarding,
the laws and regltoac h ihre nee yo ne
the authority ef the respective Provincial Legialatures. The
plain objeet et the treaties was te put', the inhabit.nts of the
United States au regards the 'liberty te take fish' within the
parts cf the British Dominionis deaoribed, on the sme footing
as 'subjects of liii Britannie Majesty,' 'in cemmon with' whorn,
under the termes of the treatty, such liberty was to be enjeo'ed.
The enautniente subsequently passed did but conflrm the treat-
les, and provide for the suspension, durizng the operation of those
treaties, of sueh laws, etc,, as were or weuld be inconsistent with
the termes and spirit of the treaties, which 'termes and spirit' are,
it appears to no, ini ne respect violated by the Regulations bona
fide miade for the government of those engaged ina the flshery,

4and equally appl',uab1e te British mubjeets s eiiployed."1
à, This opinion was sent by the Colonial Secretary te the

Qovernor of Newfoundiand in a despateh iiated the 2nd Feb-
rary, 1863, in which he said: I have only te add my desire that,
whi!e asserting the authority of Colonial Law in colonial waters
wîthin the limita of e:dstiiig treaties, you wil1 take care te do se
ina the manner which is likely te be least offensive te the foreign-
ers who niay fall within its scope." And in a desp'tch. dated

Jî the 3rd August, 1868, ina commenting on a'Draft Colonial Bill-
for regulating the fisheries of Newtoundland, lie said: "I ap-
prehend that it is net your expectation that I sheuld express an
opinion respecting the practical modes cf conducting these
fisheries; ~t being plain that the inhabitants of Newtoundland
are, or ought to be, best capable of judging what regulationr. are
calculated te inerease the productivenesa et their own seas. .And
with respect te Imperial interests, I de net think it desirable +e
rnticipate that close inquiry te which any Act passed upon this
niatter must be subjected te ina order tu aseertain that it does not
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