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~—— Couxry JupGEs'

th‘s oigiticle to a close by invoking the judges
fiog N cers connected with the new jurisdic-
) ’actnd upon whom the duty of carrying out
oy de\.rolves, to be earnest and zealous in
ien (:iurmg .to secure all the benefits it was
ich eth by its author to accomplish, and
ooy le government of this Province is bent
X cerl'tll?g. The act at present may be said
Withmn' sense to be upon trial; it may,
ain wise and careful administration must
-minui".Pel.‘manent addition to our-system of
- jurisprudence, but it may be brought
o, IStl‘epute ar_)d its vicality destroyed.
re iES all the wise utterances of Lord Bacon
2 lav:;)'ne more true than this, * that the life
t"ltion ie§ I,I} the (?ue execution .and admin-
oy of it,” and it i's well that it should be
g g, and felt that with the County Judges
tiog ofunfy Attorneys rests the administra-
actsthls, one of the most important crimi-
°t3 on the statute book of Canada.

h

Co

' ?}NTY JUDGES' CRIMINAL COURTS.
:If;ﬂlowing is an extract from the address
ry ot on. Mr. Justice Gwynne to the Grand
teny, the last Assizes for the County of Fron-
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Youp i8 proper, gentlemen, that I should draw

&c;;:e“ﬁ‘)n to recent legislation, with a view
by . tate the administration of criminal justice.
b imgxslnt“"e of United Canada had from time
hy iev: p"s_sed various acts having this object
&b:) which have very materially diminished
v“n“"s of grand jurors; but a further step
re inc? has been made by the Dominion Legis-
ehtiu“s last session by the enactment of a
ln"el‘tai ed ¢ An Act for the more speedy trial
mis; cases of persons charged with felonies

‘ Q emennours in the Provinces of Ontario
1 g, ebec.’ The ides of this enactment ema-
’Q: be%ieve, from the head of the govern-
in 8 this Province, who (the matter being
e juriadiction of the Dominion Legisla-

) Drocured. tho introdustion of the bill for
thg 1, POSe into the house by the government of
:i':“‘i‘m, and it is gratifying to see that its
“efer:s were approved and promptly adopted

{1, jence to the Province of Quebeo. By this
t ols Provided that any person committed for
o l;"‘ charge of being guilty of any offence
"ihe 87 be tried at & court of general sessions
ofI::ao.e’ may, with his own consent, be tried

4 juq ssions, and if convicted, be sentenced by
A Ofgz of the county court. It is made the
he sheriff immediately upon the party
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ustody to communicate

peing committed to his ¢
harged to the judge of

the fact and the offence ¢
the county court who is thereupon required to
have the accused brought pefore him, and to
give him the opportunity, 3f he chooses to avail
himslf of it, of undergoing & speedy trial before
the judge alone without & jury. During the
ghort time that the Act has been in force it has
proved to be eminently successful, and prisoners
have largely availed themselves of the oppor-
tunity thus afforded to them., That success will
continue to attend the measure, commensurate
with 80 good a beginning, there is every reason
to hope and believe. The Judge sitting upon
any such trial, for all the purposes thereof, and
the proceedings connected therewith or relating
thereto, is constituted a Court of Record. As
such, he will have the incidentnl power of estab-
lishing such rules for the rogulation of proceed-
ings under that statute a8 he shall deem expedi~
ent and best calculated to advauce the object of
the Act. Where there are so many courts it is
obviously much to be desired that a uniform eode
of rules should prevail in all the courts; wii-
formity of procedure in all courts of co-ordinate
jurisdiction is always desirable, but in matters
of criminal procedure it seems to be essentially
necessary, lest n slipshod mode of administering
criminal justice, which is far from the intention
and design of the act, should grow up, which
would mar its provisions, deform its symmetry,
and bring it into disrepute. It is pleasing to
geo, 08 I learn is the fuct, that the gentlemen
upon Whom devolves the duty of giving effect to
the Act, rocognise the importanse of the estab-
lishment of such a upiform code of rules, and
that the county judges themselves have under-
taken the task of agreeing upon & code which will
be enacted by each court as the mode of pro-
cedure to be adopted in it 80 that the requi-ite
aniformity may be preserved.  As courts of
record they no doubt possess this power, without
any legislative provision for the purpose There
ig reason, then, I say to hope and believe, that
ander the co-operative action of all the learned
judges of the county courts, the object of the
Legislatute will be attained, snd guccess will

continue to attend the measure. Grand juries

will bave reason to rejoice in the diminution of

labor falling upon them when the act shall bave

come into perfect operation, and the accured

parties will have equal reason to rejoice that 4t

o’pportunity is presented them of relieving "h*f"" )
gelves from that confinement previous to trial,

which the old mode of procedure necessitated ;

much of the evil inoident to the inearceration of

persons who may be innocent with those who




