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Mivart insists that she will retain her jurisdiction

over faith and morals. But, in regard to the latter,

he is careful to point out that Popes and councils

wrongly condemned usury ; and even in regard to

the former he admits that the Councils of Trent

and of the Vatican took an exaggerated view of

Biblical inspiration. •

"Little by little," ho says, "the invincible advance of

historical, as of other, Science permeates and transforms the

whole Catholic body, and ultimately reacts upon its supreme

head. While the general sentiment of Catholics remains

unchanged, the Holy See remains, as a rule, sympathetically

unaltering in its action. But it follows with attention,

though slowly and warily, the course of scientific thought

and investigation. It cannot be expected to anticipate, by

positive pronouncements, what is greatly in advance of

general Catholic opinion. I have what seems to me suffi-

cient evidence that broad views are not in disfavour at the

"Vatican, though sudden or abrupt action is neither to be

expected nor desired. It is amply sufficient if a gradual

change in the knowledge, the ideas, and the convictions of

the Catholic body in due time overcomes a natural reluctance

to forsake a beaten path, and, by degrees, induces conformity

to a new environment. The slow, silent, indirect action of

public opinion does in time infallibly produce its effect ; and

if, now and again, authority has yielded unduly to retro-

- grade and obstructive influences, yet, as experience ha%

shown us with respect to Copernicanism, it may end by

thoroughly adopting what was at first resisted and denounced.

No doubt it may astonish and vex some persons to be told

that he who is officially the leader allows himself to be led.

But he does so by a wise prescience, which is the ordinary

characteristic of the supreme Pontiff."

Eleven years ago, in Italy, a devout Catholic


