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take tlic conrv-'quenccs,* if cither thofc cars have chinks in them,

or he has cholen ears which were not ajfeffedio hear him. At
all events that this is a general flefence, ill applied in this par-

ticular inftance, any one will fee who once more reads the

rdpec^aMe names <»t Mr. Clarke, Major Dcibarrcs, Mr. Mey-
rick, Dr. r»atc>^, Mr. Hallifax, Dr. Enfield, Dr. Bercnbiock,

and Dr. IJlanc.

If any thing fa/ther could be wanting, after what has been

fajd, to induce t\c Society, now at lcn::;th, fince it has not done

it l)cforc, to iiiterpofe, it would he the following very ftrong

coniulerations : to wit, That from the nature of our ele^ions,

two remedies remain in the breaft of the oppnlition, which
may be tried, and, probably, with fuccels, if all the reft fail.

The one is for the members of it to form into a firm and ftcady

phalanx, to fliut the doors of the Society entirely, and oppofe

all admiflions whatlbevcr, till there is full afiurance given that

the outrages now complained of fliall never be repeated. As
the law, which places the power of rejeflion in the hands

of one third only of the company prcfcnt, affords great fa-

cility for doing this, fo it is more than probable, that many,
even of the members who have lately voted with the Prefi-

dent, would fee, with pleafure, any attempt to reftrain that

deluge of ignorance, and idlcncfs, which, in the courfe of
the prcfentPrefidcncy, has flowed down upon lis from the upper
parts of the town. Nor, indeed, would it be an improper flcp if

the friends to thepcifonaldiiiinfiionsof men, in oppofition to the

imaginary ones, were to fci/c the prcfcnt occalion of holding

out, that they will no longer chufeany Peers or Privy Counfcl-

lors of the three kingdoms, vvhoareipiritler'; enough to fufFcrtlieir

friends xo fmuggle them into the Society by furpri/c, under the

cover of the ftatiitc, which c/Zstfj but does not (as, pcihaps, is

commonly thought it does,) compel thetn to l.>e put to tlic ballot

on the night they arc fnft propofed ; thus precluding the ufual

previous enquiry into their chara£lers and literary qualifications.

Thi.^ ftatutc, which is a diigrace to the framers of it, might,

pcrliaps, be lei's obnoxious at a time when Peers and Privy
CounicUors were fewer, and when the real claims of high birth

v.cre lefs underllood ; but now that miflakes in thefe matters are

no longer (puljlicly at Icaft) made with impunity, it is proper

tiiat the only literary body in .^iurope, which knows any thing

f>f ihc kind, fliould throw down this monument of the

adtilation and fervility of its firft Founders. And it will

enilly be thrown down, without giving tlie council tlic trouble

of repealing the liatute, (which, however, it Ihould be re-

commended to it to do,) if a few members will give in

• Whirl) ii} tliis caiV c;innot be bad, for we c!o not afTeit that Sir J. IJ.

hasfxcliidcd any iiian on the Icore of moiai cliaraflei', ami any other caulfs

of exrliiuon, be was c. rtainly, quoadf the candidate, at full liberty to mgc,
J)i;~. ijn js towauis the Suciefy.|
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