
PREFACE. Vll

the people whom a few years will behold as numer-

ous as the inhabitants of these islands, will be con-

tent to live permanently under the system of the

Colonial Office. That system is probably the only

one our Constitution permits us to adopt; but it is

nevertheless the policy, if not the duty, of this State

to foster the youth and early life of the colonies we
have founded, and to protect them, as far as may be,

from the evils which shall come upon them in conse-

quence of their p'^eseni connection with great Britain.

Despised, neglected, and abandoned, the Provinces

would feel less irritation against their conquerors

than against their betrayers, and England might re-

gret with unavailing sorrow the indifference which

left her without a foot of land or a friend in the New
World. Generosity not inconsistent with justice

may yet lay the foundations of an enduring alliance

where once there was only cold fealty and unsympa-
thizing command. A powerful State may arise

whose greatest citizens shall be proud to receive

such honors as the Monarch of England can bestow,

whose people shall vie with us in the friendly con-

tests of commerce, and stand side by side with us in

battle. And when the inevitable hour of separation

comes, the parting will not then be in anger. A
Constitutional Republic, in which Monarchy would
have been possible but for the prudence of the mother-

country, may exist without any hatred of Monarchy
or of England ; and the people, born with equal

rights to pursue liberty and happiness, would love

the land from which flowed the sources of so many
substantial blessings.

I hope that my apprehensions may prove ill-


