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body of reformers were subject to suspi-

cion, and to harassing proceedings, insti-

tuted by magistrates whose political lean-

ings were notoriously adverse to them.

Several laws were passed, under colour

of which individuals very generally es-

teemed were punished without any form
of trial.

The two persons who suffered the ex-

treme penalty of the law unfortunately

engaged a ^real share of the public sym-
pathy; their pardon had heon solicited in

petitions signed, it is general'y asserted,

by no less than 30,000 of I heir country-

men. The rest of the prisoners were
detained in confinement a considerable

time. A large number of the subordi-

nate actors in the insurrection were se-

verely punished, and public anxiety was
raised to the highest pitch by the uncer-

tainty respecting the fate of the others,

who were from time to time partially re-

leased. It was not until the month of
October last that the whole of the prison-

ers were disposed of, and a partial am-
nesty proclaimed, which enabled the

large numbers who had fled the country,

and so long, and at such imminent haz-

ard, hung on its frontier, to return in se-

curity to their homes. I make no men-
tion of the reasons which, in the opinion

of the local government, rendered these

different steps advisable, because my ob-

ject is not to discuss the propriety of its

conduct, but to point out the effect which
it necessarily had in augmenting irrita-

tion.

The whole party of the reformers, a
party which I am inclined to estimate as

very considerable, and which has com
tnanded large majorities in different

houses of Assembly, has certainly felt it-

self assailed by the policy pursued. It

sees the whole powers of government
wielded by its enemies, and imagines that

it can perceive also a determination to

use these powers inflexibly against all the

objects which it most values. The
•wounded private feelings of individuals,

and the defeated public policy of a party,

combine to spread a wide and serious irri-

tation ; but I do not believe that lhi» has

yet proceeded so far as to induce at all a

general disposition to look to violent

measures for redress. The reformers

have been gradually recovering their

hopes of regaining tlieir ascendancy by
constitutional means ; the sudden pre-

eminence which the question of the clergy

reserves and rectories has again assumed
during the last summer, appears to have
increased their influence and confidence

;

and I have no reason to believe that any
thing can make them generally and deci-

dedly desirous of separation, except some
such act of the imperial governmi-nt iis

shall deprive them of all hopes of obtain-

ing real administrative power, even in the

event of their again obtaining a majority

in the Assembly. VV tli such a hope be-

fore them, I believe that they will remain

in tranquil expectation of the result of the

general election, which cannot be delaye<l

beyond the summer of 1840.

To describe the character and objects

of the other parties in this province would
not be very easy; and their variety and
complication is so great, that it would be
of no great advantage were I to explain

the various shades of opinion that mark
each. In a very laboured essay, which
was published in Toronto during my stay

in Canada, there was an attempt to clas-

sify the various parties in the province un-

der six different heads.* Some of these

were classified according to strictly poli-

tical opinions, some according to religion,

and some according to birth-place ; and

each parly, it was obvious, coi.tained in

its ranks a great many who would, ac-

cording to the designations used, have

as naturally belonged to some other. But
it is obvious, from all accounts of the dif-

ferent parties, that the nominal govern-

ment, that is the majority of the executive

council, enjoy the confidence of no con-

side rable party, and that the party called

the " family compact," which possesses

the majority in both branches of the le-

* Lord Duiliam here alludes to an editorial ar-

ticle in '* The Examiner" of the 18th July lusU
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