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mon ; and only row, and that slowly, as the 
question was about to be put Having no per
sonal griefs in relation to General Jackson like 
Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Clay, and with a tempera
ment less ardent, he delivered himself with com
parative moderation, confining himself to a brief 
protest against the act ; and concluding, in mea
sured and considered language, with expressing 
his grief and mortification at what he was to 
beholdt thus:

“ We have seen, with deep and sincere pain, 
the legislatures of respectable States instructing 
the senators of thow States to vote for and sup
port, this violation of the journal of the Senate ; 
and ilia pain is infinitely increased by our fall 
belief, and entire conviction, that most, if not 
all theee proceedings of States had their origin 
in promptings from Washington ; that they 
have been urgently requested and insisted on, 
as being necessary to the accomplishment of the 
intended purpose ; and that it is nothing elw 
but the influence and powes»H>f the executive 
'branch of this government which has brought 
the legislatures of so manv of the free States of 
this Union to quit the sphere of their ordinary 
duties, for the purpose of co-operating to accom
plish a measure, in our judgment, so unconsti- 
tional, so derogatory to the character of the 
Senate, and marked with so broad an impression 
of compliance with power. But this resolution 
is to pass. We expect ifc That cauw, which 
has been powerful enough to influence so many 
State legislatures, will show itwlf powerful 
enough, especially with such aids, to secure the 
passage or the resolution here. We make up 
our grinds to behold the spectacle which is to 
ensue. We collect ourselves to look on, in si
lence, while a scene is exhibited which, if we did 
not rqfkrd it as a ruthless violation of a sacred 
instrument, would appear to us to be little ele
vated above the character of a contemptible 
farce. This scene we shall behold ; and hun
dreds of American citlsens. as many as may 
crowd into these lobbies and galleries, will be
hold it also : with what feelings I do not under
take to say.” ■

Midnight was now approaching. The dense 
masses which filled every inch of room in the 
lobbies and the galleries, remained immovable. 
No one went out: no one could get in. The 
floor of the Senate was crammed with privileged 
persons, and it seemed that all Congress was 
there. Expectation, and determination to see 
the conclusion, was depleted upon every counte
nance. It was evident there was to be no ad
journment until the vote should be taken—until 
the deed was done | and this aspect of invinci
ble determination, had its effect upon the ranks

of the opposition. They began to fid ter under 
a useless persistence, for they alone now did the 
speaking ; and while Mr. Webster was yet re
citing his protest, two senators from the oppo
site side, who had been beet able to maintain their 
equanimity, came round to the author of this 
View, and said “ This question has degenerated 
into a trial of nerves and muscles. It has he
roine a question of physical endurance ; and we 
se* no use in wearing ourselves out to keep off 
for a few hours longer what has to coiqe before 
we separate. We see that you are able and 
determined to carry your measure : so call the 
vote as soon as you please. We shall say np 
more.” Mr. Webster concluded. No one rose. 
There was a pause, a dead silence, and an intense 
feeling. Presently the silence was Invaded by 
the single word “ question”—the parliamen
tary call for a vote—rising from the seats of 
different senators. One blank In the resolve 
remained to be filled—the date of its adoption. 
It was done. The acting president of the Se
nate, Mr. King, of Alabama, then directed the 
roll to be called. The yeas and nays had been 
previously ordered, and proceeded to be called 
by the secretary of the Senate, Mr. Asbury 
Dickens. Forty-three senators were present, 
answering : five absent The yeas were :

“hfhesee. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Dana, 
Ewing of Illinois. Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
King of Alabama, Linn, Morris, Nicholas, Nile, 
Page, Rives, Robinson, Haggles, Sevier, Strange, 
TaDmadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, Wright

“ Nats.—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Calhoun. 
Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hen
dricks, Kent, Knight, Moore, Prentiss, Preston, 
Robbins, Southard, Swill, Tomlinson, Webster, 
White.”

The passage of the resolution was announced 
from the chair. Mr. Benton rose, and said that 
nothing now remained but to execute the 
order of the Senate ; which he moved be done 
forthwith. It was ordered accordingly. The 
Secretary thereupon produced the original 
manuscript journal of the Senate, and opening 
at the page which contained the condemnatory 
sentence of March 28th, 1834, proceeded in 
open Senate to draw a square of broad black 
lines around the sentence, and to write across 
its face in strong letters these words: “Ex
punged by order of the Senate, this 16th day 
of March, 1837." Up to this moment the crowd
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