
i65 OLD AND NEW MACKINAC.

D. Mansfield’s Review of “ Old Mackinaw,* by Strickland, as 
published it) the Methodist QuarterJy Rcvic-uu for June, 1S61 :

“ Whoever looks upon the map of North America will be 
struck with the singular conformation of both land and water 
round the Straits of Mackinaw. There is scarcely anvthjng in 
American geography more remarkable. Tire vast expanse of 
American lakes, flowing through more than two thousand 
miles, and covering more than one hundred • thousand square 
miles of water surface, seems here to concentrate, and the three 
great lakes, Superior, Huron, and Michigan—to speak meta­
physically— lay their heads together, as if to consider some no­
table point. Far to the north-west of the straits stretches Lake 
Superior, with its clear waters and its pictured rocks. Far to 
the south lies Lake Michigan, with its long arm at Green Bay, 
while to the south-east stretch the dark waters of Huron, with 
its Manitou Islands and Georgian Sea. But vast as are these 
inland seas, they here meet together. Superior forms its waters 
through the Sault of St. Mary’s ; Michigan rolls through the 
Straits of Mackinaw, and the magnificent Huron comes up to 
meet them. That a point so remarkable by nature should be­
come equally so in the growth of a young and rising empire, 
seems to be a necessary inference from these facts. There are 
but few points on the earth which present such striking advan­
tages for the pursuits of commerce. If we look upon the map 
of the globe, we shall find, perhaps, only four or five which 
have similar features. The Straits of Gibraltar, separating Eu­
rope from Africa ; Constantinople, on the Bosphorus ; Singa­
pore, on the Straits of Malacca ; and the Isthmus of Panama, 
are the only ones which now strike us as presenting a parallel. 
Singapore has rapidly concentrated Asiatic navigation, and 
more various people may be found there than at any ocean 
point. Panama is rising to commercial importance with equal 
rapidity, while Gibraltar and Constantinople arc world-re­
nowned for the value of their positions. Mackinaw presents 
nearly the same features. Not only do great inland seas here 
meet together, but on every side of these waters press down
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