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"As we sinned only Heminalhim Adam, if God
had not intended our re^leinption, His gocxlness

would have engaixt'd Ilini to destroy us seminal'

li/^hy crushing the ca])ital otiender who contained

us nil; so there woulcl have been a just proportion

between the sin and the )»unis]iinent; for, as we
sinned in Adam witliout the least consciousness

of guilt, so we should have been jjunished with-

out the least consciousness of pain."

—

JFleic/ur,

Ml Vhexk.

Ilunian beings, therefore, come into the world
^' under a constitution of mercy which actually

existed beiore their birth "
; and, " until the mom-

t^nt that by actual sin, tliey biing personal con-

demnation lipo?) themselves, they remain heh's

of tlie Kingdom of eternal glory".
If it be asked, how this diilers from Pelagian,

or, Semi-Pelagian theories of the natural inno-

cence, or, angelic sinlessness of childhood, as, e.g.,

that of Dr. 'J\aylor, to whom Mr. Wesley's "Tre-

atise on Orii^inal sin " is a rei)ly ; we answer, the

difterenee is^very great. Dr. Taylor taught, and

his theory contains the substance of all those to

which we have i-eferred, that " no evil but tem-

poral death came upon men in consequence of

Adam's sin." Methodism follows the Scripture

in teaching that temporal death is only one con-

sequence of Adam's sin; other consequences are

^'the being born into the world with a corrupt
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