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REVIEW FOR 1873.

Gkneual Resii.ts.—The ontput of 1873 was 1,051,407 tons, or 170,517 tons in excess of

that of 1872. The sales, as reported by the colliery managers to the Mines Department,
amounted to 881,106 tons, or 95,192 tons above those of the preceding year. The output was
derived from twenty-four seams, worked by as many different collieries, and the quantity sold

was for the following destinations :—Quebec, 187,059 ; New Brunswick, 08,217 ; Newfoundland,
55,861 1 Prince Edward Isl:md, 26,840; Nova-Scotia, 215,295 ; the United States, 204,760; West
Indies, 54,213 ; Great Britain, 0076 ; South America, 1885 tons.

It will thus be seen that nearly 03 per cent, was required for consumption in the Dominion,
30 per cent, by the United Slates, and only a little over per cent, by the West Indies and South
America, where, as before remarked, proper exertions should be able to esiabliiih a very largo

market. One sin<?iilar feature of the reported sales is that of nearly 7000 tons for Great
Britain, an experiment, however, whic^h could only be repeated with profit under very exceptional

circumstances. Of the quantity sold, 180,744 tons were carried by 428 steamers, 033,100 tons

by 3176 sadinf; vessels, and 60,902 tons by land.

Pukes.—Owing to the great demand, prices rided from one dollar to one dollar and a half

per ton higher than in 1872 ; the largest sum paid at the close of the season, when cargoes were
scarce, being 3 dols. 50 c, per ton free on board.

ExpLoitATioNS.—An unusual number of licences to search and work were applied for during
the year, the departmental returns showing a total of 504 rights of sonrch, and 59 licences to

work issued in 1873, covering in all an area of 1505 square miles. The Inspector of Mines com-
plains that few reports were made of the residts of explorations as required by the terms of the

licence, one very general cause assigned being, that the licensees fear advantage may be taken by
holders of contiguous areas of the information given to the Department.

Leases.—At the close of the year an area of 177 square miles was held by leases. 37 miles

being under the sea. Work was reported upon 78 square miles.

A(cinuNTs.—The number of accidents in the Coal mines was lamentably great, as many as

sixty deaths having been occasioned at one time by an exploiiion of gas on the 13th of May, in

the JDrummond Colliery, Pictou County.
PuospEc?TS.—The Inspector of Mines estimates the output for 1874 at one and a quarter

million tons, but as some of the collieries in Cape Breton, from which large returns were
promised, have been closed until Congress shall have ratified the lleciprocity Treaty, the year's

production will probably be somewhat under that limit.

Departmental Report.—The Mines Department Report for 1873 is free from the typo-
graphical errors and occasional inaccuracies of former years, and instead of consisting of

separate reports by the Chief Commissioner and Inspector, there is but one report, written

wholly by the Inspector, Mr. Henry S. Poole, F.(j.S., * ^i.S.M., and confined to facts and
useful suggestions. The Inspector strongly advocates the adoption of dynamite and drilling

machines. In referring to the latter, he says : " For boring holes to prove the nature of under-
lying strata, the Diamond Drill stands unrivalled, since its operation is more expeditious, cheap,

and satisfactory than any system yet invented ;" and he further states that two such drills are


