A HUMBLE OVERTURE, &:t.

METHODIST DIVISIONS A DISGRACE AND A CAUSE OF FEEBLENESS,

HE many divisions in Methodism are nothing to its credit,
EC Tt showing that those who bear the name have set too little store by
unity, which they have so often severed for very trifling considerations.

‘
of e If this pettish tendency to interrupt communion on trivial grounds
standing marked the infancy of our denomination, it is time that we had “ put
fraid of away childish things,” in this particular ; and that we now cultivate
\pprove. the dignity of clgnominational.mzmhood. Sk we do not, we shall find
M ourselves outstripped by a sister denomination, which has recently
composed the differences between almost as many sections of Preshy-
ould be : terianism as there are of Methodism >
ake, for '-
NONE OF OUR ORIGINAL PRINCIPLES CONFLICT WITH
COMPROMISE. ’
rofound : o :
Looking back on the ecriginal testimony and character of Metho-
I have dism, which all sections of 1t profess to revere, there is really no
tions of . principle involved that need keep us apart. Methodism was not the
wre will result of declaring for or against Church establishments, for it pro-
wke the nounced an establishment from the first, “a merely human institution ;”
[ to i1 it did not declare for or against Presbyter:alism, or Episcopacy, for its
Presbyterial section in England holds fraternal relations with its
Presbyterio-Episcopal Sister in the United States, and its ordinations
ave the \ and ministerial sZafus are reciprocally regarded as on a par. Coxu-
er-awed nexionalism, however, is a characteristic of Methodism under every
i, name and aspect which its many sections have assumed, or preserved.
AT There are only three features essential to Methodism, and these
o three have been retained by all : namely, its peculiar doctrines, or its
isis the mannei of emphasizing the doctrine of assurance, or the witness of
ny dis- the Spirit, and the possibility of “perfecting” of that “holiness,” “ without
hink by which no man shall see God ;" certain prudential means of grace of
i a soctal character, such as the class and fellowship meeting, and the
lovefeast ; and the /Znerancy, or the wunited. rotating, itinerant pas-
. forate, including a central appointing power. Methodism is a revival
pted or —it means conversion : and the preaching of the above-mentioned
Many doctrines, and the maintenance of a ministry detached from local
aodified ties, and the frequent assembling together above referred to, are neces-
sary to conserve that revival and to promote conversions, or to the
“spread of scriptural holiness over the land.” If these essentials are
may be preserved, other things may be modified according to circumstances ;
for it has been a principle in Methodism from the first, that no exact
'HOR. system of Church order is taught in the New Testament.
THE CHANGES PROPOSED ARE NO “ CONCESSION.”
To adopt a useful feature by one section from another, or in form-
ing a union with another, cannot be called a “concession.” And, after
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