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Your utterances, sir, on the various ques-
tions which have come before the Senate
while I have had the honor of a seat here
have not, in my judgment, been marked by
a strong political bias that could make me,
at all events, in any way regret the selec-
tion of yourself to fill the important posi-
tion which you now hold. The only re-
gret I have is that it removes one from
the debates in the House who always
brought to the consideration of every ques-
tion a mind well stored with facts bearing
upon it, and at the same time with a de-
gree of clearness that enables hon. gentle-
men frequently to comprehend the subject
before them. And, sir, although the scope
of the duties that the President of this
Assembly is called upon to discharge is
much less than those that usually fall to
the lot of gentlemen who preside over de-
liberative bodies elsewhere, yet there are
occasions when the Senate appeals to the
Speaker for the decision.of very important
questions. At those times I am quite
satisfied that your judgment will be marked
with that clearness, with that intelligence
and, I may add, with that impartiality that
will make them at all times acceptable to
this House. I can say no more. These
few words I trust, at all events as far as I
am myself concerned, will convince you
(and I hope carry son.e weight with this
House) that I have every faith in the im-
partiality, wisdom and prudence with which
you will discharge the duties that devolve
on the Chair, and more particularly that
of giving advice to the younger members
of the Senate. We have in this Chamber
many gentlemen who are not familiar with
the forms of Parliamentary procedure.
Your familiarity with that subject will en-
able you to be of material aid to them on
all occasions.

Now, addressing myself, as is usual, to
the mover and seconder of the resolution
on the table, I desire to say that I think
the mover had no necessity for apologiz-
ing for the manner in which he discharged
the duty allotted to him. He has had ex-
perience inaddressing public bodies before,
holding a position at the Bar of the Pro-
vince of Quebec, and I believe also in one
of the deliberative bodies of that Province.
He has to-day given us the clearest pos-
sible proof that he will be enabled at all



