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ported their releases and transfers of 178 specified pollutants as 
required under the Environmental Protection Act.

The most significant feature of this inventory is that it is 
completely accessible to the Canadian public. For the first time 
in history, Canadians can find out directly from a full database 
of information about the pollutants being released in their 
neighbourhoods and communities or across the country. Cana
dians can access the information on this inventory through 
Internet either on their personal computers or they can use those 
available to them at libraries, schools and universities.

This important initiative will support the government’s 
mitment to encourage pollution prevention by making both the 
public and industry aware of the quantities of pollutants being 
released all around us.

I encourage the government to continue to pursue this type of 
community right to know initiative.

experts have today said that the government may be moving too 
quickly.

Testifying in front of a committee today, Ron Leonhardt from 
the Unifarm organization said: “When great changes are being 
made, there must be a transition period”. On behalf of the 
Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities, Ron Gleim 
said that the federal government may have moved too fast with 
not enough money. He expressed concern about the unsubstan
tiated government claim that crop diversification and value 
added production would replace the Crow losses by saying: 
“Hoping and praying will not pay the bills”.

There has not been enough attention paid to the question of 
how producers will be able to manage the change thrust upon 
them and how long this will take. I think the federal government 
had better take the time to adequately—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Saint-Denis.
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NATIONAL ACCESS AWARENESS WEEK
Mrs. Rose-Marie Ur (Lambton—Middlesex, Lib.): Mr. 

Speaker, this week all Canadians join together in celebrating 
National Access Awareness Week, the goal being to ensure the 
full participation of people with disabilities in all aspects of 
community life.

National Access Awareness Week works to remove physical 
barriers to community access for Canadians with disabilities. 
The week has evolved from awareness raising to a vehicle 
promoting concrete action to remove barriers to accessibility. 
Throughout Canada more than 1,000 communities participate in 
this important opportunity for celebration and commitment.

Through the partnerships of National Access Awareness 
Week, voluntary organizations, governments at all levels, local 
businesses and thousands of volunteers have been able to 
undertake innovative projects in communities all across the 
country. The results of these projects are dramatic. Barriers for 
people with disabilities are coming down.
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The House of Commons, its members and staff are also 
celebrating this important week. Activities on Parliament Hill 
include promotional displays, leadership activities and work
shops.

The Speaker: The hon. member for Bourassa.

VISIT OF THOMAS MITSIOS

Mrs. Eleni Bakopanos (Saint-Denis, Lib.): I rise today to 
welcome the member of Parliament from Saranda of the Repub
lic of Albania on his first visit to Canada.

As a representative of the ethnic Greek minority and a 
member of the Human Rights Party, the purpose of his visit is to 
meet and exchange ideas with Canadian parliamentarians on the 
democratic principles and respect for minorities which make 
Canada a shining example.

We learned of the difficulties that opposition parties 
facing and more specifically the plight of the leader of the 
opposition, Mr. Fatos Nanos, who has been imprisoned since 
September 1993 by the government. I will be calling on my 
colleagues to sign a petition for his release.

He has and will continue to work very hard in his native 
Albania for the betterment of conditions of the ethnic Greek 
minority and the improvement of Greek-Albanian relations. 
This is something we as Canadians should look forward to and 
encourage because it will contribute to the peace, stability and 
prosperity of this volatile region.
[Translation]

I welcome the member from Saranda.

are

* * *

[English] [Translation]

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Ian Murray (Lanark—Carleton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, 
the Minister of the Environment recently announced the release 
of the first summary report on the 1993 national pollutant 
release inventory. Over 1,400 companies across Canada re-

CHILE’S INCLUSION IN NAFTA
Mr. Osvaldo Nunez (Bourassa, BQ): Mr. Speaker, following 

the Summit of the Americas in Miami in December, the Presi
dents of the United States and Mexico and the Prime Minister of 
Canada made a commitment to begin negotiations with Chile for


