3102 HOUSE OF
Inquiries of the Ministry

(Text):

[Later:]

Mr. W. H. McMillan (Welland): I should
like to direct a question to the Secretary of
State, and ask him when I might expect
an answer to starred questions Nos. 356 and
357, passed as orders for returns on April
2. These are simple questions directed to the
Department of Transport, and certainly would
not require the amount of investigation that
was required for the questions the Minister
of Transport answered today.

Mr. Dorion: I shall make every effort to
give an answer as soon as possible.

Mr. John R. Matheson (Leeds): I should
like to ask the Secretary of State when
he expects to be in a position to answer
question No. 406, which was passed as an
order for return and which related to con-
ditions prevailing on Halfway House, Blue-
berry and Prophet river reserves?

Mr. Dorion: I do not know if it will be
possible to answer tomorrow, but I will try.

COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE

INQUIRY AS TO DATE OF MEETING OF
PRIME MINISTERS

On the orders of the day:

Mr. F. C. Stinson (York Cenire): Mr.
Speaker, I should like to put a question to the
Prime Minister. However, before doing so
I should like to thank him and all other
members for the many messages they were
kind enough to send to me when I was in
the hospital. Has the Prime Minister any
comment to make on the story appearing in
the press today to the effect that the common-
wealth prime ministers’ conference is to be
held on September 107?

An hon. Member: He will not be there.

Right Hon. J. G. Diefenbaker (Prime
Minister): As the house knows, Mr. Speaker,
the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
has communicated with the various prime
ministers of the countries of the common-
wealth, and I would expect that an announce-
ment will be made by him in this regard
very soon.

Hon. Paul Hellyer (Trinity): I wish to ask
the Prime Minister a supplementary ques-
tion. If the election had been held on Sep-
tember 12, as the Prime Minister suggested
yesterday, would this not have interfered
with the holding of the commonwealth con-
ference?

Mr. Diefenbaker: Mr. Speaker, I think the
hon. gentleman should be complimented on
his kind remarks.

[Mr. Dorion.]

COMMONS

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member knows that
we have enough difficulty with questions
that are pertinent without dealing with those
that are hypothetical.

(Translation) :
CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS

OTTAWA—RENTAL OF HOTEL ROOMS FOR
POLITICAL CONVENTION

On the orders of the day:

Mr. L. J. Pigeon (Joliette-L’Assomption-
Montcalm): Mr. Speaker, I should like to
direct a question to the Minister of Trans-
port, who is accountable to the house for
the C.N.R.

Could the minister give some information
to the house concerning the rental of several
rooms in the Chateau Laurier for a political
convention to be held in the fall for the
election of a new party leader? Apparently
the rooms have been rented recently by the
hon. member for Essex East.

Hon. Leon Balcer (Minister of Transport):
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to inform the
house that I would not want to interfere in
any way with the campaign of my hon. friend
for Essex East.

(Text):
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT

REQUEST FOR RECLASSIFICATION OF MAGAZINE
‘““NORTHERN NEIGHBOURS”

On the orders of the day:

Mr. J. R. Tucker (Trinity-Conception): I
should like to direct a question to the Post-
master General. Is he aware that the publica-
tion entitled “Northern Neighbours, Canada’s
Reliable and Independent Magazine report-
ing the U.S.S.R.”, is presently classified as
second class mail, and will he give considera-
tion to reclassifying the magazine so that
the Canadian people will not be subsidizing
the distribution of such questionable propa-
ganda?

Hon. W. M. Hamilton (Postmaster General):
I thank the hon. member for giving me
notice of this question. I have some doubt
that “Northern Neighbours” is either reliable
or independent. I agree with him when he
says that it seems to be U.S.S.R. propaganda.
However, the Postmaster General does not
classify magazines as being eligible for second
class rates. The laws of the country establish
certain qualifications which, if met, allow
any publications to benefit from the second
class rates. This publication meets those qual-
ifications. It is therefore entitled to second
class rates. I might add that I do not accept
the implication in the question that the Post-
master General should assume the respon-
sibility for censorship of that which passes



