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mittee is the public accounits arising out of
the estimates; but in this case there are no
accounts, se how can this bill be referred te
the public accounts cornrittee?

Mr. FRASER: Dig up the accounts.

Mr. MacINNIS: But the commitice deos
flot haive the authority to dig them up. I arn
satisfied that the public acceunts committee
is also too large a cemmittee to deal with
this matter, which on the statements made
by the hon. member for Eglinton certainly
needs investigating. I amrn ft taking issue at
ail with anything hie said, because I under-
stand hie was reading fromn documents which
are authentie; therefore 1 ar n ot disputing
anytbing that hie has said. But I do nlot
believe that the public accounts committce is
the proper coîÙnmittee to which te roter this
matter. 1 have seen varieus matters referred
to the public accounts comrnittee on other
occasions, but nover in my experience in this
liouse can I remember a complete report cern-
ing froma that com-mittee te this boeuse on
what it investigated.

I understand that it was the intention of
the minister at ooe time te refer the bill te
a smnaller, special cemmittec, and I arn satis-
fied that that is the preper course te tollow.
Such a cornmittee could get accountants of
its own te investigate the custodian's
accounits.

The lion. inember for Eg-linton mentioned
that auditors who biad gene over the cus-
todian's accounits hiad stated that they hiad
net examined eachi accounit separately and
consequently could net say whether ail the
accounts were entered in the books of the
custodian or net. 11e mentioned that there
wvere approximately 40,000 separate accounits.
Obvieusly it is impossible for the public
acceuints comrnittee te examine that number
of accouints. Censequently I still suggest that
the matter should be referred te a sinaller
special conunittce withi fuît pewer of
irnvestigat ion.

I w-as glad te heoar the hion. miember for
Eglinten refer te the preperty ef persons ef
the Japanese race. I tbink it is regrettable
that the geverniment et Canada, cempesed ef
mon for whom I have great respect should
hiave deait with the propertv et these people
in the way in whicb it bas deait with it.
Thiese persons of the Japanese race in Canada
were net enemy aliens. If there is anything
definitel.v on record in regard te these people,
it is duat. Indeed from the statements of the
Prime Mî11nister (Mr. Mackenzie King) in this
bouse, there was neyer any question ef tlieir
loyalty. Yet tbey have beco trcated ail along
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as enerny aliens and even worse than enemy
aliens. Every effort was, in my opinion,
made te despoil tbemn of their property, se
that they would nover have an oppertunity
te corne back and flnd any of their property
to whicb thr'y could lay dlaim. I regret that.
It will be a stain on the record of the Can-
adian geverniment for ail time. llewever,
that is net what I rose te say.

I suggest ugain that this bill be referred te
a sinaller cemmittee. If it gees te the public
accounts committee I arn satisfied that it will
be made a political football and that we shaîl
neyer get anywbere witlb it.

Mr. H. W. HERRIDGE (Kootenay West):
Mr. Speaker, I support beartily the hion. mcm-
ber for Vancouver East (Mr. Macînnis) in
suggesting that the bill should go te a smaller
special cornmittee te be carefully studied.

I en.joyed very mucb the analysis et the
present situation given by the hion. member
for Eglinton (Mr. Fleming). I agree with the
great majeritv of bis arguments and I arn net
geing te repeat tbem. I was amazed when
flrst 1 heard that this huge business carried on
b-y the custodian of enemy alien property was
net reported on annually te parliament. I had
taken it for granted in years past that that
was donc.

1 do net know very much about the cus-
todian's administration of enerny alien prop-
erty genrrally cxcept what I have heard dis-
cis.sed in the lieuse, but I do know some-
thîing about the administration of the preperty
et the Japanese wbo were evacuated trom.
British Columbia. Thousands et tbern came
into my constituency, and great numbers of
therm came te me witb statements from the
custodian whicb sbowed wbat their property
liad sold for, the cost, and the balance lett.
I arn sure that when this matter is referred te
the committee they will find pleoty of cri-
deoce as te the sale and disposition et bouses,
boats, fairms, cars and general effects formerly
heluugiug te Japanese evacuees, which will
miake any hooest Britislier and any honest
Canadian bang bis head in shame. I de hope
that wxben the committee undertakes its task
it w ili de it theroughly, because I arn sure
tbat plenty et ev ideoce can be presented te
tbe committee te establisb that, under the
exigencies et war and possibly some mal-
administration, a great injustice was donc te
people whoso supposed disloyalty te this coun-
try was nover preven.

Io conclusion, I arn very glad that the
Secretary et State ('Mr. Gibsen) bas proposed
that this bill be reterred te a committee, but
again I would support the hion. member for


