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question, and I repeat that statement. With
the exception of the hon. member for Labelle
(Mr. Bourassa) wbo shares with me this desk
and the responsibility of being independent,
there is no one in this house who bas greater
occasion to study these thingas before voting
on themn than I have. I have nothing- to gain
by voting against this rneasure and nothing
to lose by voting for it. Possibly there might
be supposed to ho some vague advantago in
supporting the government, but the people
tc, whom I arn responsible are the people who
elected me and sent me bore, and I must be
very careful in their interests when I vote.
Tbey are enlightened people, and now they
are taking a stili more careful view of tbe
situation and the way I look after their inter-
ests here. In addition to that, I have to be
particularly careful for another reason. Either
last year or tbe year before I was mentally
overcome, apparently, and voted in support
of a government measure. It was rather an
important measure; I studied it carefully and
came ta the conclusion that the government,
were right. I thought the Liberal party, the
officiaI apposition, were exaggerating the pos-
sible cvii effeets af the measure, and I did
not think the government were likely to act
as the opposition suggested. 1 supported the
government on that occasion and I thought
tbey were right then. I am sorry to say, how-
ever, that the way in which the measure was
used-indeed I can truthiully say abused-
wvas s0 harsb, extreme and drastic that I have
since regretted having votcd for it, and flow

wben I go home I do not say very much about
having supported it.

Thoere was another matter whicb the hon.
gentleman deait with when be wa.s splashing
around in words just as a child splashes
around in a bath. I caught this ex~pression,
whicb I wrote down. He said that be found
that otber mem-bers fromn British Columbia
and myscîf were opposing this article and
schedule now before us. Wby sbould I oppose
it, as he says. Who said I was going to?
Lot me read it:

His Majesty's governînient in the United
Kingdomn undertake that the general ad valorem
<Iity of ton per cent inmposed by section 1 of
the Iiiiport Duties Act, 1932, an thýe foreign
goods speeified ini schedule C shah ot be
re(luced except with the consent of His
Mýajesty's government in Canada.

Sehedule C narrates hiaîf a dozen items. So
far as it goes that is a good section and the
hon. membor for West Kootenay, bless bis
littile heart, need nt worry; I wilI not vote
ag-ainst him or the governmont. I amn going
ta vote for this, not because he bas con-

[MNr. Neill.]

x'inced me by bis denunciation or for any
reason of that kind. He is a iellow British
Columbian and I should not like to let him.
down, but ho nocd not worry. H1e bam worked
up a storm in a teacup, but I can assure hirn
that 1 wiIl vote for article 3 and sehedule C.

Mr. POWER: Will the minister tell us
whether or not an arrangement bas been
cntered into hetweon tbe ashestos manufac-
turers in England and the asbestos praducers
of Canada in connection witb the canference.

Mr. STEVENS: Not that I know of.

Mr. PO-WER: 1 arn sure the minister is
familiar with the situation with respect ta
ashestos. I amn iniormod that the asbostas
industry in Great Britain and to a certain ex-
tent in continental Europe is controllled by a
trust or a cartel the hoad of wbicb is the
British firm. of NewalI, Turner & Company.
This flrm, in addition ta manuiacturing
ashestos prodiicts, also owns and controls
asbestos mines in Rhodesia. The producers
of ashestos, the manufacturers, are able ta pro-
duce this produet at, I arn iniormed, some-
thing like a shilling a day, wbich is wbat
tfiey pay their Kaffir labour. Now, Rbodesia,
enj oys absolutely tbe same preference as we
do. My information, further, is ta the effeet
that in spite ni this ton per cent preference,
whicb existed prior ta the conference, we have
flot been able ta ship any of this minerai ino
the British market, and in view af the fact
that the British manufacturer is the proprietar
oi mines in Rbodesia, which country enjoys
the same preference as we do, it appears
altagether -unlikely that any benefit whatso-
ever wîll be derived by the Canadian pro-
ducers of asbestos. I sbould be very glad if
the mini.ster could give me information on
that point.

Mr. STEVENS: My hon. friend, I know, is
usually pretty well iniormed on matters he
,brings farward. I arn not able either ta con-
firm or ta deny his statement in regard ta this
-mat ter.

Mr. POWER: I should bave thought that
befare entering ino a treaty ai whicb we
have hoard s0 mucb and whiech was announced
in1 the newspapers as a troaty that wauld
save a number of aur industries,, the minister
representing the gavernment, would at least
have obtained same information regardiug aur
prospects af enlarging aur trade in this
minerai in the United Kingdoma market. How-
ever, if there is nothing iurther ta be said
an the matter, I arn prepared ta drap it.


