
OPlIOLL REP0RT

Thuraday, February 20, 1919.
Theg Parfiament which had been pro-

rogued from time ta time ta the 20th day
of February, 191d0, met this day at Ottawa,
for thec dispatch af business.

Thb 'House met at three o'clock, the
Speater in the Chair.

Mr. SBpeaker read a communication from
Lt-a.the Han. Harold Henderson, Gov-

ernor General's Becretary, announeing that
His Eiécellency the Governor General would
proceýd bo the Senate Chamber at 3 p.m.
an this day, for the purpase of formally
opening the session of the DominionPai-
liament.

A mýssage was delivcred by ColonelErnest J. Chambers, Gentieman-Usher of
the Blick Rod, as follows:

*Mr.. $peaker, Hie Excellency the. GavernorGeùer9I desires the Immediate ettendance afthia he nurablie Hum. ln the. chamber af thebaoui ble the Sonate.
*Ac ,ingly the Hotuse went up ta -the

Senat Ohasnber,
&n4 -the Rouse being returned. ta the

Co ans Chamber:

THE 44OVERmR GElNERAL'S GPEECH.
Mr*.?PAKER: IF have the honour ta in-

form th~ HRuse that when the House did
attend - a Excellency the Governor 'General
this da in the Sexiste Chamber, Ris Ex-
cellency' was pleased ta make a Speech ta
bath di > ses of :arliament. Tb prevent
mistakes,' havo abtained a 'capy which is
as follows
HosouraW oë. tiemen 0f the snate

Getges of the Hasse of Clammons:
Bin. te 4 t session of Parliamnent events

h&I'e tr$nop d aio the highost conSeqluence tathe NnWire and ta Canada. At-ter with-stann witlii stoadst valeur roeete ae-
saulte presaed 'with the utmoet vigour ad
determinatian, tlsp. Âlliod -Forces, taking te

-offensive in ail théatre ~f action, advanced ta
deciaive Afid overW~h=i victary. Upon
torms ai practically uncondýitional surrender on
the part of the onemay, armistices were ar-
ranged and are now ln effoat, under which ex-

teneive stzrategle territafl have been evacu-
ated, guns, munitions and other war miaierial
and supplies surrendered on a vaut scale, ana
the greater part af the Liostile fiesta delivered
up ta the. Mljoe A Ccsbféreu neel now beinc
held at Parle ta deterimine the conditline iipan
which peace will be concluded. As the deci-
sions of this Canference will be of vital im-portance to Canada as well as to other partsof the Empire, it la being attended. by the
*Right Hanourable the Prime Minister, accoin-
panied by othera of my advisers.

In the notable victorien leading to the glor-
aus Issue accomplished by the arme af the
Allies, tons af the forces engaged bore a more
valorous or herolo'part than those of Canada,
whaee achievements throughout the en-tire warhave won Imperishable renown for their caun-try. It la most gratifylng to be able ta state
that, ln the final- and decisive stages of themighty strugglei Our divisions In the fi eld werexnaintained at over-strength, and equlpped lathe highest degree with ail the requirements ofmodern warfare. The appreciation and grati-
tude af the nation cannot be too earnestly andslncerely expressed ta the <allant members ofthe C"nadiain Eixpedtionery Force, whoee sac-
rifices, sufferings and heroiam have played soeffectuel a pazt Ên vindioating the cause of
world-lberty and civilisation.

Prior ta the armistice, plans end prep«ara-tions had been. made for the return, demobiUlza.
tion and re-establishment ln civil lite, aitar theclose af the war, af our soldiers with their de-pendents overseas. Thase are now ln Opera-
tion, and while this great undertaklng prenenta,owing ta after-'war conditions, snany dicult-
ies and complications, It is conftdently elpected
that it will be accamplished speeily'and satin-
factorily.

immfediately upon the concluaion af thearmistice, which neaesearily Involted the cessa-
tion of opesattons ln the manufacture af mux».'
tions and ini other essaential war Industrid9p
stops were taken by ny' adviners ta, facilltatethe readjustment ai. busInes4, and to provjde
employtnent. Orders ln Council embodyina#he
measurea adopted will be laid before yau ohout *delay.

A Bill relsiting ta the franchise, ithUch
proviseions a are necessary having 0e~texieting conditions, and praviding amnmer
things for effectually enabling women t4~ oe
and. oonferring upon them the privilegeaitIn
iln Parliamont, will. be subinitted for you eon-

Tour attention will alea o b ni, e Bis
praviding for aid ln the conructo ?h bgh-
ways; for assisting returned 8oldierS ln 'estab-
lishing -themeelves, upan the land, and for prO-
moting deairableimmigration and, faWM sette-.
ment

savisa 10DToN


