
Recogulglng the validity and rolevauce of decîiicu adopted at the United
Nations Conference ou Rm-irouamt aud Development, particularly of Agenda 21 and
ita chapter 12, which provide a hazsa for ccmbatiag desertification,

ReaffIrmi g in this light the coumuitueuta of developed couutr2es as
contaiued in paragraph 13 of chapter 33 of Agenda 21,

R.elling General Auaeuby reaclution 47/188, parti.cularly the. priority in
it prescribed for Mfrica. ansd ail other relevant United Nations r*no4utions,
decisions and prcgraea» cm desertificatiou and drought, as vel as releant
declarations by African ccimtriesand those f rom other regiona,

Relizming the Rio Declaration on luvironoent snd Development vhich
statea, in itu Principle 2, that States have, in accordance vith the Charter of
the United Nations and the principlea of interntional l8w, the uovereigu right
to exploit their owu rosources purasunt t. their on envirmntal and
develop..ntal policiez, aud the responaubility te anaure that activities vithin
their juriodiction or control do not cause damage to the enviroument of other
$tatas or of arasa beyond the limita of national juriediction,

keognlzlng that national Goverumenta play a critical rolein u oeating
deusertification snd fitigating the affecte of droiaght sud that progreas iu that
respect depmmia cm local implenontation of action progrsa» in affected areas,

Recognimg alao the iwportauce sud necesaity of international cooperation
and partuership in co.batiug deaertificstiou aud uitigating the affect. cf

aecognlsiag further the
countries, particularly in Ai

geBr£W lui min the relationship between doertifiostion and other
envireomnthl problm of global -limonsion facing the international and national
coumitia,

»"ring aloo In mind the contribution that oo.hating desertification con
moa to -chieviug the. objectives of the Uited Nations lr.umeork Convention on


