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emergence of the Bhartiya Janta Party (which takes an extremely anti Pakistan position) as a

serious contender for power in India, the Indian governient will find it very difficuit to, reduce

defence expenditure significantly. In fact, there is a growing demand for a large increase in

military expenditure. Influential defence analysts are demanding an increase in the defence

budget. They have warned that unless the defence budget is increased considerably, the armned

forces will be unable to perform in a conflict. It is argued that if India wants to maintain the sanie

defence capability it had ini the 1980s, it will need to spend up to 5-6% of its GDP on defence.7

The Bhartiya Janta Party bas also criticized the current defence budget as too small.'

Govermnents have resisted this pressure umtil now. For example, in 1995 the Ministry of


