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The main feature of municipal affaireasines my lastletter has been the adustmient of mnatters after the generalmnunicipal elections held in the month of December. WhuIlethere were a number of changes In municipal heads InMarly of Our Municipal elections, probably the most com-plete change was that which took place In the Capital City.There, an entirely new man In municipal politics astelected to the position of Mayor, and the whole siate ofsix Municipal Aldermen who were nomInated to supporthlm In the Council were returned to office by large ma-joritles. The Mayor's majorlty was so large that It laworthy of note. The total votes cast for the Mayor's tic-ket was something over 10,000. Of these over 8,000 werein favor of the successful candidate. As the defeated can-didates were evidently supporters cf the old administration,the result would Indicate that the ratepayers were verymuch In favor of a change. The election was bard fought,and the big vote polled showed that the public bad beenroused to taking a great deal of interest. and If this In-teret can he kept up the result will have a gond effecton municipal work; the success In carrylng on municipalbusiness varying In accordance with the interest taken- bythe public. With an interested and wide awake public. thereis little to fear in connection with the proper handling o!municipal undertakings.

In other parts of the Province while the changes In theadministration werg, not s0 pronounced, many electianswere hotly contested, and there wIil be new faces at manyMunicipal Boards. In the City of Calgary, the Mayor oflast Year did not seek re-election, and there were tiireecandidates for Chief Magistrate's chair. One of the alder-men for the previous year, who for some tMme bad beenActi'ng-Mayor, waa the succesafui candidate. In the sainecity there was a strenuous struggle for the position ofComnmisaloner of Public Works; the former Commissionergoing down to defeat largely on the question o! a higiier rateof taxation, wbicb bis opponents claimed he waa in smeway responaîble for, but he leaves office with the reputa-tCon of having fIlled the position of Commisioner of Pub-lic Works In a verv ------~..,- ~

up cf Practically ail municipal undertakings and the ne-cessity of retrencblng sa, as to meet Outstanding lndebted-ness and prepare for carrying on of the business a! the.MuniciPajitY wlth the least possible expenditure.

One of the questions occupylng the attention of aurdifferent municipal bodies at the present time la that ofcaring for mechanlcs and laborers wbo are out of workon account of flnancial depression. ,The larger citis inthe Provice are being helped In thla work by lberalgrants from the Provincial Government, and sonie o! themunicipalities are arrangig for the carrying on of cer-tain work throughout the wlnter for the purpose of glvingrelief by maklng provision s0 that those In need may havean opportunity of earnfng sufficlent money to supporttbemselves through the winter season.
As Indicated by the discussions previous to the holdingcf municipal electiona the resulta are that the policy ofthe dîfferent Municipal CouncîIs for the current year willbe one of retrencbment In almoat every way possible, andgreat cars will no doubt bie taken to go very carefully Intomatters before any great expenditure la authorized. One o!the signa of the times has been the dolng away with any-thlng lu the shape of a Publiclty Department In our cities.This would appear to be a move which should lis iighlyrecommended as even under the best circumnatances thespendlng of money for publiclty purposes by aur differentmunicipaîlties was a very doubtfuî1 Investmnent

It would also appear that the fnvestinent of the. rate-payera' money ln such speculatIve ventures as gas Wellsla not; lkely to be much ln evidence for Borne time to corne.This la also a move Iu the right direction, and It la ta b.hoped that it continues s0 that w. wlll In future have tase. very little of the investment of the revenue af muni-ei'palitles In undertakIngs whicii are nat consIdered mafeeven by private Investors of a venturesome dispasition.On the wbole, the municipal outlooic for the year 1915le encouraging. 1 make thls atatement froni the, viewpaintthat the. affaira of our munIcfpaluties wi'll bo handled bycareful and conscientiona bodies a! men, snd that with thenecesssry retrenchment and caution In expenditure thatwill have ta be followed, our municipal finances wIli b.placed, If I mnay say. so, on a rather, more solld basisthan they have been lu the paat, sa that wile Borne afaur munîcipalities are golng ta id It ratier difficult tomeet ~ ~.m ueîng thue resutlon a! te 1
meet ~ ~ ~ ~ m ailng ttee rbl8atrrn of. +.44-y--uay incuviauais toolc an more liabili- this flnancli depression 'vili, on the 'viole, b. ln thees than they could carry; the resuit being a general tie- very beat Intereats of municipal business.

MAYOR JOSEPH ALLEN, 0F VERDUN. GOVERNMENT SUPERVISION 0F MUNICIPAL LOANS.Mayor Allani, after serving tweonty-aix years on the coun- The. Canladian Journal of Commerce, Montreal, In cern-1l, the, ast moyen years a Mayor, is retiring from public menting on an editorjal which appeared ini the, Decomer~Fice. His rnany friends wilI wvieh him a long 1f, in hie Number of tis Journal, suggesting that a Bureau of Muni-,el[ *arned retirement, for 'h. ha. served the citizen@ of cipal Bond information shauld b. farmed, says:-erdun faithfuiiy and has seen it grow framn viilag.hood ta "The present financial atrIngency cauaed fIret by the'tydom, fromv a fw hundreds to a population of 26,000. world 'vide depression, and furtier augmented by the 'var,la Ilkely to teach municipaîltîes a greatly needed leason.RESETATON T DEUTV INITER AYN 0F For soe tira. the Journal o! Commerce has urged upanRESETATIN T DEPTY MNISER BYNE F munlpalttes, eapeciaily the smnaiier ories, the need o!SASKATCH EWAN. government supervision. W. have frequently poînted outAs a 'vedding present the. executîve of the Saskatchewvan that a amail rnuniclpality, with Its affaire lOokd after byasociation of Rural Municipalies pranted last maonti, 'vel meanIng, but lnexperienced, men, unfamîliar for ther. J. N. Bayne, Deputy Minlater for Municipal Affaires, most part 'viti conditions o! the money mrasket, and the,itb an oak cabinet of silver, three storeys higi, sud con- placing o! loans, are seldomn able to secure the best prices.lnlng one hundred and fty separate pieces. Accom- for their securities, nor are tiieY abl. ta float tiem atLnying the present 'vaa an Illumlnated addrss, the, con- the. most opportune tirne. This could largelY b, obvlated bynts o! 'vbich muat do much ta encourage Mr. Bayne lu a systen o! provincial supervision under 'vhich a munIci-a splendid municipal work for the province. This la not palfty about ta maie a loan 'vould consuit 'vith the, pro-.e first present that Mr. Bayne has received froin muni- vinclal autiiorities, 'vho 'vould advise thera lu regard ta the.pal friends, for on bis returu frara is honeymoon a numn- amnount requlred, io'v it siiould be apent, 'vien thie Inaniýr o! hua calleagues presented hlm wlth a splendid mark could beat be secured, and In a mneasure act lu an advIsorytheir appreclation. The Journal knowa that it la ex- capacity.'essing the thau ghts o! every reader in wiabing Mr. Bayn, There are mnany advantages ta be derived from suci a
on voyage" lu hia new partnership. poîîcy. In the. tlrst Place a better and more uniformn priceswould be obtaind, a'vtng ta the. fact that tiers wauid be luLISRARY TO OPEN SUNOAY AFTgINnnAPa a measure a Drovincti-
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