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No subI ect in1 Agriculture is better
adapted for presentation to sehool chul-
dren than seed testing, and in view of
the present need for maximum produe -
tion of food and the importance of seed
testing in this connection, It is urged
that this subject be presented to your
classes during the coming weeks.

The makiug of a vitality test of some
kind of grain by putting 100 seeds in
soul in a box or flower pot and keeping
it moist but not wet and at living room
temperature would make an interesting
and valuable piece of home work. The
uecessity for cleaning out ail small,
light, and immature kernels from grain
intended to be used as seed should be

emphasized. Such keruels are poor
seed but valuable feed.

Each rural and vIllage sehool should
formn a Sccd Testiug Club to test the
seed grain for the district. Germin-
ation tests cau easily be made by using
blotting paper kept moist and at a tcm-
perature from 60' to 70' Fahrenheit.
The Departmeut of Education ha,, a
supply of Germination blotters for dis-
tribution. Full instructions are sup-
plied with each blotter. Teachers may
procure from five to ten of these free,
and an additional supply at cost, two
cents each. Orders will be filled until
the supply is exhausted. -Apply to H.
W. Watson, Department of jEducation.

IMPORTANCE 0F SEED TESTING IN CIROP PIRODUCTION

The amount of foods, whether meats,
dairy produets or cereals, that eau be
produccd this year depends on the
yields from our fields. Ahl food in the
last analysis is derived from plants.

Every lot of grain to be used as seed
should be tested for germination now,
so that there will be plenty of time to
locate a suitable supply should the seed

on hand be found unsatisfactory. If
any grain or other seed is purchased it
should be examiued for impurities. The
labor shortage makes weed increase in,-
evitable, but much unnecessary loss re-
suits from the introduction of noxious
wecd seeds through the use of untested
seed.

SCHOOL GARDENS AND WAR-TIME PRODUCTION
By H. W. Watson.

Iu almost every sehool, childreu are
being encouraged to save food. It
would be better still if, in sehool and
home gardeus, they can be iuduced to
produce food. They should be tauglit
that vegetables raised at home may
Save not only wheat, meat and dairy
produets, but also transportation. To
Win the war we must as a nation pro-
duce more.

TeacherF eau mobilize the schools of
the country in mauy ways, but partie-
Uilarly for service in "war gardens."
They should enlist as "war garden"

workers, instructors and supervisors
at the earliest possible moment so that
plans may be fully worked out. These
captains of thec fields should be in-
structed and traiued to take charge of
the greater mobilized, yes conscripted
army of school children.

Every boy and girl in our high
schools and even down to the fourth
grade of our elementary sehoole should
be conscripted for service in a greater
food production. This army of work-
ers should be divided into companies
or clubs, properly officcred, equipped


