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ditneresenabling tbe gorse andi broom,
andi in its general appearance very like our
Golden Flowcring Currant, tbougb bloom-
ing mucli more prof usely. A large cluster
of thein massed together bas a quite dazz-
ling efle.-t in the brigbt sunshine. In
the grounds of the White Huse was a
ruagnificent Pyrus Japonica, whose gorge-
ous crimson made a rich contraet to the pale,
pink-tintcd Magnolia anti the white blos.
soms of a sinaîl flowcred Spirtea anti a kini
of boneysuckle, varicti by the Ildropping
gold" of the Forsythtia. In the Botanîcai Gar-
tiens arc wild plum anti cberry in full blossom,
-apple trees in leaf and just biîrsting into
bloom ;-difféent kinds of bolly in blossom,
anti we also notitced a pcony in bud
alnost rcady to tiower. Ail this floral dis-
play, witb a temperature somcwbere about
70, andi hirds singing sweetly on ail aides,
in trees already sbowing a delicate green
mist of verdure, migbt well make one tbink
one s self in the mididle of May. It acemeti
as if nature bad corne out in gala attire to
wclcome Eastcr, witb the assurance that
"the winter is oveî' and gone anti tbe

time of the singing of birds is corne ."
* anti thon-as we ait witb windows opencti
* widp,-xse reati in the evening paper of à

blizzard in the west anti people and animais
perishing from cold. As we passeti in the
clectric car towards Mount Vernon, tbrough
the woods, we saw iïot only peacb trees in
blossoin but some of thein apparently grow-
ing wiid, and aiso, noticecl the grounti sprink-
ttc1 witb bepaticas anti blood root, but titi
flot succeeti in seeing any of the lovcly
Mayflower growing, though bunches of it,
as weIl as of the sweet Englisb violet, were
freely cflereti for sale.

Mount Vernon is a <Juaint olti col)onial
mansion, beautifully situateti on the bigli
lîank of the Potomnac-the lawn lookingdtown
on the river over a fringe of woodland. On
a point opposite stands Fort Washington,
distinctly seen from the windows. The
rooms are amaîl tbougb bandsomcly finish-
cd, anti f urnisbeti in the fashion of Waslîing-
ton's times, some of the furniture being olti
family heirtoosss. The room in whicb tbe
hero dieti is plain almoat to barenesa, befit-
ting a Republican patriot. The library is
a pleasant room opening on the front veran-
dab an] next the banquet hall, wbicb is a
Ve'ry hantisome apartmcnt, the fine ceiling,
marbie mantelpicce being the same in Wasb-
ington's lifetime,

The tomb in xvbicb the mortal romains
of the bero anti bis wife lie aide by aide,
is a brick vanit faceti witb atone, set in the
aide af a grassy siope anti feîtooneti with
ivy anti other creep3rs. The sarcophagi
are of marie, plain anti massive, anti on
the wiral above are inscribeti the sacreti
words wbicb alone ligbt up the darkness
that veils the close of this mortal. liec-" 1
amn the Resurrection anti the Life-fIe that
bctievetb in Me, thougli be wera deati yct
shall be live." Tnat was our Gooti Fritiay

* sermon.
Going still farther soutb to Richmond,

we fournf spring stili fartber advancýýd.
Around the plain oIt caPitol,-but for
its pillars, a typical " mnecting-bouse,".
wbiab was for so long the seat of the Con-
feticrate Government, the cîma anti other
trees were grcening perceptibly anti the olti
horse-chestnuts in the court-yard of "Jeif
Davis' mansion close by hati aiready
hurst into leaf. Nevcrtbelcss, the day was
colt, most unusually cold for Richmond,
for the spring is coy anti uncertain every-
wbere ; tbe Ilcolti wave " whicb bere repre-
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scnted the north-western blizzard bxid
already arriveti, andi wc were glati to warlu
ourselves at the big wood lire in tbe great
massive fire-placcin the picturesque waiting-
room at the statioa. Wc feit strongly
t"ýmpted to take a ticket for New Orleans,
which can be reacbed in twenty-foîîr hours
fruin here, andt bave a glimpse of the re il
soutb; but for tbe present tbis must remain a
drcamn unfultilicd, anti from b ence our
course lies nortbwarti, 10 meet our own
slow, lingering anti late, yet ever wclcome
northern spring.

FlI 'ELIS.

A SONG 0F SPRING.

1 lay in îîîy terrible bauds
tîei lesent and still,

A ribboîî of white througlî the laiiL1s.
A slave to omnipotent will

No tremîsor (if moitioni t0 tell
Of tlie lîcaît îlîat wias pulsiîîg beuteatît

Ais a captive iii t etters ,loth tenant a cell
Anit pntys ftr the .Xngel of Deatît

But a w,îrîî wiîid blew ont of the Soiîlli
And laid its soft clleek to îîîy face,

(jaressed Ie as tîsouLi glowilîg y ,utlî
'l'okage iî i its lovuîl' eîîîh-ace

AL î swecîtly ut Whlispere(l t0 Ice,
I 1hlave l)lowrî fron thîe gaîdeîi of io,

[il vi far octr the wiîves of ani od'îr,,s sea,
Where thie spirit of 'Scuiinier lias tJ'

It, brertcitd o.n ly Pris'on of ce,
Anid si gl ed )il ii y ,lcsolat c'hii re,

'litI Iîdl iii tile Jaîv.s 'f a vice
''lie lu anaclus g-ii Ilat 1 4',r

As valior iii iii îrîîing is liat
Wlieîî the stil ini lis g1

'îy cli h shti ic,
M~Y eliains, aIl exîîltait, 1ils fragmeniats 1 tossod,

The trirulpli of spiiîg tii e -",as mîîine,

So rîow onl îîy course to the deep,
'l'lie perfectionî if pence I iiay glide,

Tl'l, crossiiîg the bar, 1 sîsali stoêlî
My veina iii ilslmors ticle

X".itl tlîe lînst cf tIhe Wods in ii y bicast,
The streîigtlî of the his iii nîy voicc,

L îîîay tially andi loiter ahuîîg to îniy rest,
lu ripples anîd eddcies rejoace.

ALAN SULLIVAN.

A HIRST 0F APRIL HOMILY.

Solomon bas many a scornful sentence
on the mirtb of fools. Yct gravity scems
even lcss bcconîing to this mucb afflictcd
class. There is no sadtier anomaly in nature
than a solemn visageti fool. There can be
no congenial fcliowsbip betwcen scriousness
and foliy, anti wbcn these are founti
together, the eff'cct is repulsive in tbe
extreme. Therefore to ail those wbo, while
lacking wistiom bave stili a capacity for
mirtb, 1 would recommend the advice of
the olti adage, Il It is better to laugb than
be sigbing'" Let not a feeble-witted con-
science lord it over you too mucb. The
world bas more neeti of your contagions
bilarity than of the poor results accruing
froi your kaiîttýd-b)rowed anxiety.

To alleviate the ruistirable condition of
those unhappy fools wbo bave been sud-
ticnly suîitten with a sense of their own
folly, 1 would offer these few suggestions:

Firstly. It is well to realize at once
thc unchangeableness of your position.
IlThougb you bray a fool in a mortar,"
begins the wise mnan iii one of bis tirades.
So by wearing a long face ani allowing the
beart to sink below the diaphragm, you will
liot cease to be a fool, but îsirely become a
melancboly one.

Sîacondly. There seems to he no immedi-
ate neeessity for tbe exbibition of extra-

ordinary wisdom. The world is verY Old
and bas lived down a great many cie vSCp1c"
pie who froin timeto timýhave threateled
stability. It bas at present mfly scores of
blind Sainsons fumbling abou t its pîîîsr5>
trying to find some weak, spot, whera the!
may bring down imimortality upon thel
sel ves and let wbo will piy for the daflaZe",
Ibut, by my Booth, they'll wait a weec, L

us simple ones rcst in tIu' certainty Of Ou1r
obscurity, many arrive at the saIne destine-
tion aftcr mucli vexatious toil.

Thirdly. Taink flot too Iligbtly of Your*
self. It is sometbing even to b' a fooi'
Chance is in your favor. Blanks are OftIil
the trump dominocs in the gaine of life.
Look at the men who occupy higb Po"'
tions, examine tbem closely ; you will i
tbcm brothers, members of the great frater*
nity of foots.

Fourthly. Never ask f rom heax',enîiY Or
hellish power the gift to see yourdelf 88
others see you. Gix'e thein-joy 0f their
spectacle, but do you prefer to look uPon a
less pitiable object.

Fifthly. A great deal may be said iii
favor of a state of acknowledgod stOldiY
Little is required of hum that bath ite
nor is a fool's wisdom subjeet to the d'O.
counit of expectation, Like the speech Of
Balaam's ass it adds the element of wýoider

to uts intrinsic wortb. si
Sixthly. Consider the greatfls ail

glory of your order. Wbile wise 'ne"l 10
11

ages have mopeti and grumbled, do0 bt"Inl
tbe worth of life, and comiflg to doleU 00 '
clusions that aIl is vanity and ve atO0
spirit, the humble, unanîlbitious siiflotoiî
bave cheerily clung to existence, iot e
cd wi' little an' canty wi' miair." Totes
we owe the principal part of ail that Iejke
life endurable. The incisive insight Of 'y"
mnen bas donc less for mankinti than the

patient, persistent blundering of fools'
Their practical optimisin is contiluialy
sbowing the failacies in the p91nII'
tbeorics of the wise. Being satisfied t1
wait for the slow but infallible reasoning tO
time andi experience tbey often attaîli
greater knowletige tban is given to the ke
but impatient foresigbt of cynical Boers,

Cbecreti by tbe past achievement Of 01
kind, let us, tbcrefore, if we cannot ilf"l
others by our wisdom exhibit at least illa
bopefuiness the sunny side of our foîîY,

WILLIAMA MÙIGILL.

CORRESPONDENCE.

UNIVERSITY EXTENSIOS.
To tht' liXlitor of The \Vee :

SMrethaîî a mnrthlt, Y()LIi
sweeping charge againIst CaîîaffiaîiUi
of haviw, failed to tho hiievsiloL

rcurc 1 tL roo heislvsek Y'
work of Unîiversity Extenîsion. L'ist tt

recrrel o teýsubjeet for the purpoSe
Ing that thiechaýrge wiI3 to wejll hil

uc îwre, for ilistaiic,'" you add, ''andt
havec stated that Quticen's University, , l
sto1i, lias caried on Ce\teioli to Sd~ tO
extent, at le tst, by ln'isof a sories of lcîî
delivered iîy ils able and versatile I)r"lisl'iii,,
and, if ve are notistaikejj, Iy o)tîlir Ieon

as Wel, tiouhwe ar illableto sîiy at 1)
whietAlier tiiosc lectures are fluaý coiile toi
w1ltlher other ilnetlods.,, suchi as c,ýill ectea
uîdl praotical wurk by studeîîts are cuill 1 1, 1
wîthi the'is. Will you adlow nIe t'i 8SY1 ie1
prefe' the total darkness of youIV first 'fl e, ý.
t,, the par'tial jîl uniniatic îî of the, secofl'd î
lit tle kwldeis a dangeriîs t ail. g, of
line i nisîcadim lîgîlaî a frank uf5il
igîioraîice.

Qulecîts lias eîigaged for yeaî's 1 T«
sity Extenîsion xvork of diflèrelît inIS iee
(if these wcre set forth fully lbý


