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for the labouring classes by the power of
combination gained through their labour
unions. 1f they may no longer act togeth-
er as members of these unions, striking
tuddenly and in concert, employing the
boycott in favour of fellow strikers, etc., it
might eeem that they would beat a stroke de-
prived of the chief strength they have thus
gsined and would again be individuslly help-
less in the thrall of the capitalists. But,
though a good deal of indignation has been
aroused in some quarters by these decisions,
they do not seem to have awakened the in-
tense feeling which might have been ex-
pected. The reason for this is, probably,
that the more far-seeing among the employ-
ees look for good to be evolved out of the
seeming evil. They have too much reliance
on the sense of justice of the public to doubt

that the forbidding of employees to quit

work without notice will carry with it the
forbidding of employers to discharge with-
out notice. If there is a tacit contract it
must have two sides. It would be absurdly
unjust to control the one without control-
ling the other. In fact, some of the labour
leaders apparently regard the whole thing
with. a good deal of complacence as
a step, and a prodigious step, in the
direction of that complete control of
the relations between employers and
employees by the State, which is the
goal of their wishes and efforts. These
cases certainly look as if things were moving
in that direction very fast.

OTTAWA LETTER.

In my last letter the fine imposed on
the assaulting cabman was erroneously
printed as 20 cents: the amount should
have been dollars.

Two unfailing signs of the approach of
Spring are observed :—The sparrows are
negotiating their matrimonial alliances,
and the small boys are playing marbles
in the mud. A third indication is the
tact that “furs” have disappeared f[rom
the advertising columns of the papers and
their place is taken by “hats.”” A fourth
is the arrival of a robin, and of our
swallow, turther a crop of blue bells has
flourished in an Ottawa garden on Good
Friday. Truly ‘“the houndas of Spring are
on Winter's traces.*”

The blg machine on the Hill has
finlshed for a time its weary work of
grinding out words, words, words, and
one of the shortest sessions on record
closed on Saturday. The Opposition have
thrown all their darts, planted their
stings, hurled their stones dnd discharged
their bombs., No one has bzen killed, few
hurt; and the walls, though not perhaps
altogether unshaken, still stand. It has
not been a particularly eventful session,
though a good deal of private legislar
tion has been put through, as witness the
long list of bills which recelved ganction
on Saturday. As for what has been said
is it not written in the pages of Hansard,
the Chronicles of the Kings of our Igrael,
and in the columns of the daily press, and
fu our own Week ? Sir Adolphe Caron
has been according to one side “triumph-
antly vindicated,” and according to the
other “shamelessly -whitewaghed.”
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THE WEEK.

The Government got its own way in
the Manitoba School Act case after a
long debate in which there was a good
deal of big talking. Mr. Laurier, Mr.
Mills and Mr. O’Brien stood up in defence
of the civi)l service as against the pro-
posed Bill which the latter spoke of as
impossible in practice and degrading and
humiliating to the service. Mr. Charlton
dragged into a discussion on the ap-
pointment of Commissijners to the Chicago
World’s Fair and again into a question
of Criminal Code amendmeant his favourite
topis of Sundaiy observance more to the
asmusement thun to th2 edification of the
House, and Mr. Foster and the High Com-
missioner gave evidence of a somewhat
sericus misunderstanding of views as to
the proposed new French tarif!. There
was some fear, at one time that this last
might result in deferring till after Laster
the longed-for prorogation, but a post-
ponement of action was decided on. In-
cidentally some interesting questions are,
it seems, involved, bearing upon the rates
charged for railway transport, a deputa-
tion of wine growers in Western Ontario
having informed Mr. Foster that it costs
twice as much for the carriage of goods
from Montreal to Windsor, Ont, as for
the carriage from Bordeaux to Windsor.
Such is the force of competition.

Government House has been hospitably
inclined, and the evening At Homes have
been much appreciated by our visitors as
giving a happy excuse for the display of
much charming millinery and the pretty
faces of pgur belles. A strong effort should
be made to allure to the Capital the wives
and daughters of wembers and others at
the Parliamentary session time, and to
cultivate here a definite “season,” such
as the capitals of other lands find neces-
sary. Qttawa has a distinet time of
the year when she is at her fullest and
Dhest and there ig no reoson now why there
shoull not together with the gathering
of the business elemenis which the session
of Parliam-nt renders essential, bz also a
very beneficial extension of the more deli-
cate and but little less important influ-
ences which are represented by ladies’ so-
ciety, in the recognized establishment of
their own special ‘“season.” Ottawa is,
and must, ex-offico, be the great meeting
ground for the distant Fast and West, and
in these days of easy access it
is simply a question of time and a little
waking up to the possibilities in that di-
rection to make her the capital in a social
as well as a political sense, and that with-
out in any way detracting from the
charms of Montreal and Toronto which
will always have their own brilliant days
by virtue of their wealth and importance.
The building of a new large and hand-
somely appointed hotel and a comfortable
theatre which are understood to be pro-
jected, will perhaps help in the matter.

In the closing days of the Lenten term
there was a stoppage in the winter festi-
vities, a decorous and deferential stepping
aside of the world and the flesh and their
proverbial ally, while the grave proces-
sion of penitential and introspective hours
marched slowly by with warning lingers
and searching eyes that even at this tin
de siecle stage have power to give frivolity
pause, and make the giddy good for a
wholesome five minutes at least. It should
benefit & butterfly to reflect occasional-
ly that it was once a mean grub and
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