
States. The facts here note.l do not seeiu) to cotifirmi this

opinion ; and it must be remembered that, whilst Rome bas

sbown the most ýýonderfui power of adaptation to the chang--

ing circutflstances of lier existence, she has neyer aban-

doned one of her pretensions, and dlaimis to bc the, one

infallible teacher of men and the oie absolute riiier of

nations.____

T HE abandonmient or even the condemnation of Prý)hi-

bition must not be regarded as a sign that mi of

humanity or mnen of science have abandonied the idea of

dealing with the awful problein of habituai intemîpvrance.

Wliether drunkenness is amiong tie wor8t of vices, as soilie

thinkz, wbether it is a cause of tnost other crimtes, or

j whetlier it is an ellect of a vicions temper anid constitution,

no one, at Ieast in these days, wili eithier defend it or

excuse it. And remedies arc being daily souglit for. lui

the course of this search men have naturaliy asked what

has been donc in other days ; an-d it is very curious to

note the different views of the sub)jpct and the difleret

remedies and punishinents which have been in use. It

appears that drunkenness, under the Jewisb law, if coupled

witb disobedience to parents, was regarded as a capi-

tal offence. To drink wine without its being niingied witli

water was regarded in the saine liglit by the Locrians under

Zeleucus. Pittacus o? Mitylene made a law that an offence

comrnitted by a person when drunk should receive twice

the punishinent awarded to the saine person whien sober

and this law was approved by Plato and Aristotle. A

Roman Senator could be expelled for being drunk. The

Spartans attemipted to cure their chuldren o? the vice by

exhibiting the belots in a state o? drunkenness once a year,

so as to show how conteînptibie a man mnade hiinseif in

such a state. iho ancient Indians held it lawful to kili a

king when hie was diunk - and the Athenians made it a

capital ofience foi a man to be drunk. It would be easy

to add to those particulars, which are gleaned chuîfiy frrom

the Boston (à-een Bag ; but it is of at least equai imnport

ance to note the attempts which are now being made to

cope with this evil ;and we iearn froii England that a new

effort is being madle in that country to meet the acknow-

ledged need. A representative meeting of medical mren

assembled at Birminghiamn ast Noveinber to consider

sonre proposed aiendinents o? the Inebriates' Acts. As a

resuit there was passed a resolution demanding the imnredi-

ate extension of the Acrs, so that habituai drunkards shoîiid

be deait with compuisoriiy botii for their own sake and tirat

of the comnrunity. \Ve have no doulit wliatever that this

is the riglit course to take. To allow an habituai drunkard

to lie put under restraint with lis own consent may meet

a certain number of cases ; but it will not meut the most

numerous or the worst; and there seems to lie no good

reason why the dipsomaniac sbouid be le? t at liberty, more

than any other muaniac. It is, wu suppose, beyond a doulit

that many persons have brouglit theiselves into such a

condition bv the habituai immoderate use of stimulants,

that they have no power of resistance le? t. Sucb cases

sliouid lie deait witb summarily, for the sake of the victims

theinselves, for the sake of those whom tbey may injure,

and aiso because sucli a prospect înay prove deterrent to

those who are on the saine patb.

T HE London Qu:rterly Review, in commenting upon the

sider the subject of drunkenness, remarks witb truth that

an immense arnount o? nonsense, and, in short, of cant, iE

talked on the temperancu piatform. The drunkard is hek

up to public sympatby as a poor deluded creature, longing

f or reformation, and'society is often represented as arrayed

against litu, tempting huim to drink, ovurcoming hii

scruples, and ridiculio g Iris efforts to luad a sober life. Th(

fact, says the reviuwer, is often the reverse of ail this

Tlrousands of drunkards are notoriously persons of lov

moral type, with no good resolutions. Tbey crave fo

drink, and they iil have it. Tbey feel no shame, and t(

wàste sympathy upon thuin is worse than nriscbievous

The sufferer is induced, by sncb treatment, to regard him

self or herse]? as an objeet of pity, almost of affection. Th~

drunkard, continues the writer, eitlier can or lie can no

control bis appetite. " If lie can and will not, ho is viciot

and sbould lie punislied ; if be cannot restrain him self, li

practically a lunatie and a danger to society, and sliouid b

treated accordingly. We have seen hundreds of iunatie

and closely f ollowed their careurs, and their depraved tastei

indifferunce to the feelings of othurs, untrutlifuiness, an

craving for present self-indulgence at whatuver cost, hav

well-nigh dried up ail our sympathies." Theru is a teuch c

harshness hure. Granting ail these evil concomitantsc
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drunkenness, which are uvei'ywliere oniy (00 conspidlious,

we must yut remember that inlierited diseasu and uvil

tendencies and vicious exampies have had muci to do -itli

tihe ?emming o? these confirmed inebriates. As regards tlie

practicai question, however, there can bu ne ruai difference

of opinion. The liopeiess drunkard is a crinrînai or a

iunatic, andi bu must lie trcated as sucb for bis ewîr goed

and the geod o? others.

WA E ardy know wbter the advocates of Volapük

Squite believed in their own propbecy, wben they

toid us that this new language liid fair te be universal. It

secons, lrowever, that it is now decidedly on the wane -1 and

thre reason b, ater ail, not far te seek. Tihe De-utschei

leevue puts tihe tiring very cleariy and, to our mind, very

convincirrgiy. Jo every language, the writer remarks,, and

in V~oapük ne less than the rest, we rnust learit the root

words; and thi4 new language cao claire te be a substitute

for tire other languages only by having as many words as

they have ; for " every word is tbu exoression o? an idea,"

and we cannot bu expected te prime our ideas down te

severely utilitarian requirements. The writer points out

rirat there is ne way out ef this difficulty wbicb science cau

invent for us. H-e furtlier notes that English, froni the

sinrplicity or even tire peverty e? its structure, lias thie

ntearest resenobiance te Volapüik ; and, as it is desirabie

that scbooi cbldren sbould bu tauglit eue language in

addition te their ewn, lie recemmends tirat this ianguage

sbeuld lie Erîglisli. And thus, whist it is unnecessary

and impossible te manufacture a univursal language, and

whilst it may bu impracticable, liy muans o? Coogresses,

te render tihe Engliali the universai language, it may

gra(iuaiiy become the languag-e of commerce. t is

irterestiog that this testiniony sheuid corne frein a Cor-

mîan ; andl that it sliould lie borne stt a tirnie wlien, tirrougli

colonization and commerce, the Eoglisli-speaking- peopies

sheuid seori destined te overspruad thie world. \Ve bave no

wish te se the et ber great languages, ensirrined ns tirey are

ini tieir national literatures, passing away freon(lie earth,

but it would lie a rumarkabie resuit o? the peculiar position

o? Great Britain and ber offspring, if ber language sbeuld

becomre tihe common dialeet o? burranity.

0 11100N, .PREPARE MY LAD Y'~S IEART.

" MeeN, prupare nry iady's heart
For wliat 1 bave ot elllier

" guntie Luna take my part,
Thris evening do cernpel lier,

By tliy radiant buain
Tbro' lier windew seen,

To view thue wlien it daikens.

0 Luna, wbo 1[know bath lielpt
Full urany anether lever,

The sturnuess oflier huart pray inelit,
And in ber do dîscover,

By tby soft'ning power,
Iu the witching heur,

To my seng a mind that hearkens.
J. A.

MHE RACE PROBLEM.

WE cannot wondr that the Race Probentshsould lic a

Sfrequent subject of discussion ini the American

newspapurs. t seems te bu quite agreed that tbu Whites

and the Biacks do net amaigamate advantageeusly. Tire

opinions on this subject are held in lie Southemo State

witli an empliasis e? whicli we have rire notiolivhre or in

Eogiand. According te Sunator Wade Hamupton, of Senutir

()arelina, the twe races are essuntiaiiy different, net oily

in physical ouganizatien, but in mental characteristics.

This assertion, lie says, is net ruade by way o? reproacli.

And lie acknowiedges that there are mnany o? the Biacks

wbe pessess higb cliaracter and great aiiity, ani wbo

deserve high praisu for their successui struggie against

adverse fortune. But threse exceptions do net invalidate

thie principle which general experience bas proved, that tire

riegme is incapable o? self.government, arnd stili bass capable

o? geverning Ilthat gruat race before wiich all otirers have

geone dewu-tlie masterful, the cenquering, and the uneon-

querable Caucasians."

According te the Sunator, a very serieus nistake was

mnade when the riglit o? voting was acceded te the negro

and lie believus that (liose who were instrumental in

bringing about the change would new gladiy retrrace their

stups, if that were possible. But, lie says, wilst they

confess thuir errer privately, tbey dare net makre a public

avowal e? the wron'g donc, because trey would then lie ne

onger able to pose as the spuciai friends of the nugro. 1le

ishimireif no doulit that, if this question were referred

othe people, Il to those wlio are the exponents of the best

rterests of the repubiic, tbose who represent its welare,

t4 civilization, its prosperity, and its purpetuity, they

ould, by a vast irrajority," re-cali the riglit of suffrage

hichlibas been so inconsiderateiy conferî'ed upon tihe

igro.

Senator Wade H-amîpton, irowever, confesses that tliere

sno cliance of a reversai of the policy wbicb succeeded

ie close of the civil war. What CJarlyle caiied the

nigger-phiiantbropists " wouid net oniy offer the most

letermiired opposition to any sucb measuru, but tliey

1Ooild secure to theinseives the solid negro vote hy advocat-

lg their dlaims. Now, when ene considers the enormous

rcrease o? the Black population--now, it is said, amtnount-

mfto sevten millions-it can at once lie seen liew grave are

re itisues irrvoived.
As this cannot he done, the Il nexr best thing " is con-

dered, and this, lie says, in bis judgwrent, would be Il the

deportation of the negroes, o? course by their own consent,

bsonie place where tliey couid work ont their own destiny,

fee froni contact xith tlie white race, and wliere tbey

eouid prove their caprrcity for self-government, if tliey

rossess t." Thbis bold proposai, hie deciares, lias the

pprovai of thousands of Blricks wio liave expressed their

desire to try this experinrent, and, lie says, the Govero-

ment ouglit to aid theni witli a liberai and even witb a

lavisli hand.

It is very remarkabie tliat sucli a proposaI should lie

made public at a timie wben the old home of the negro is

beinga opened up afresh uunder the influences of(Christian

civilizrrtion ; and if the Blacks of the United States reaily

do feel as tliey are reported, the moment seeis an opportune

one for tire trying of this experimient. Il Let us beip thiern,"

says t ire Senator, " to estabiish a nationality for theni-

seive.4, wherc they cati show to the worid tbat the iessons

bhey have iearnt lieru bave borne good fruit, and that the

savage who xvas breuglit froin Africa is now a civiiized,

aw abiding, self-sustaining mian, fit to takie bis place

ainong tlie nations of the eartli, and toelie recognized in

tlie great frrmiiy o? civiiizud peopieq." The proposai is so

reasoniabie that we fear that theie is no chance of its being

adopted. Moreover, there miglit lh practicai dillicities

in carrying out a schenie se gigantic whicli we can bardly

estimate in nereiy forecasting it.

The Senator hiseif dous not seeni quite liopefui of the

adoption of tbis first suggestion of bis. He, therefore,

suggests an alternative. It iu clear to hinu that the negro

cannot live on equal ternis with bis white neigbours.

Hie is bound te lie "a hewer of wood and a drawer o?

water" ; and, if ho will reniain in Anierica in this capacity,

then" let hi advise bis people to scatter over the land,

If they wiiI do this, geing te the fertile fields of the great

W~est, or te New Engiand, the home of bis specialifriends

(here the e;outiermndisiike of the Yankee cornes eut), tlrey

will lift a great burden froein tie South, wliere the presence

of the negro is a menace to our institutions and a fruîtfui

source o? agitation, o? outbreaks, anrd of politicai inter-

ference by tihe gencrai (lovernment in pureiy donrestie

ao»airs."
Elere is tire frank utterance of Soutlieu-n opinion, pew.

liaps of Southemu prejudice. Wc cao imagine the New

Englander siniiing at the naïveté cf thîs proposai, whicbi

aims at getting rid o? an encumbrance to the South at tihe

expense o? tlie Nor'th and East. The Repubîliof New

England wiii very iinucli prefer te keep) the negro, as a

blister to the deniocrat of the Southi, toeliaving tire Black

muan perorming the saine- office for biinsel?. And, we

imagine that, of ail sceemes for tbe disposition of thie

coionred population, this i4 the ieast likely to work.

Lt is net ofmcl use adding te the nomber of sugges-

tions for tbe solution of the Race Problein. Lt miglit,

indeed, lie said, ibat the giving up of certain States of

the Union to the co!oured population inight meut tlie

need; but the monment we begin to cpnsider liow the tlring

would bave to ire worked out, wu can at once sec tire

enomous dificuity o? such an enterprise. Howevur the

probieni uray lie soived-whether it is soived or not-it is

impossible to ignore its gravity. To the mind of the

Southerurer thec political power of the negro is an offencu and

an injury. Hie says lie wants Ilne foreign elumunt, White

or Black, to contrei their dustiny, or to debase their civiii-

zation " -rand tis is most irat urai. But the fact renmains

that the negrous are there in immense numbers for good or

for evii; and that their votes ceunt like the votes of other

nien, and they are lrulping te menld the age to wlricli they

belong and the people axnong wlior they live.
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