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EDITORIAL COMMENT,

First To-morrow is the
Anniversary. first anniversary of
Archbishop Lange-

vin's consecration. Whilecongratulat-

ing our beloved Father in God on the
happy completion of the first of what
we hope will be a long series of fruitful
vears, the REVIEW eagerly seizes this
. occasion for a grateful acknowledgment
of the hearty encouragement and gen-
erous assistance His Grace has ever be-
stowed upon its humble efforts. May
the Dispenser of all good gifts shower
upon the Chief Pastor of this growing
diocese the choicest blessings of heaven.
May his untiring labors, unsparing de-
votedness and gentle firraness be soon
rewarded by the fulfilment of his dear-
est wish—the restoration of our school
rights.

To-morrow is also the
feast of Saint Joseph,
the Spouse of the Bles-
sed Virgin, the foster-father of Our
Lord, the Patron and Protector of the
Universal Church and, in a special
manner, the Patron of Canada from its
earliest years. The devotion to this
Saint of the hidden life is a growth of
these latter centuries, and there never
was a time when his example was more
needed than now. We live in an age of
revolt against all authority, and he was
the shadow of the Eternal Father, in-
vested with authority over the Incarn-
ate Maker of the world. Eminent as
was Joseph's holiness, he knew that he
was far inferior to the Immaculate
Virgin and infinitely ‘beneath Him who
was supposed to be his son ; and yet he
was the undisputed head of the Holy
Famlly, in which his slightest word
was obeyed with unquestioning obed-
ience. What a practical example thig
is of the obedience which we owe to all
legitimate authority because all powey
is from God. We live in an age of vain
and empty display, when the itching
for publicity is well nigh universal, and
St. Joseph was a model of humility and
self-effacement. When man really
draws near to God, he feels himself so
insignificant ‘that he has no wish to
make a noise about himself, Empty
vessels are the noisiest. Nothing, for
its size, is so loud and hollow as a
drum,

A Saintly
Model.

T
8t. Patrick’s
Children,

Yesterday was the
feast of the glorious
Apostle of Ireland.
A genuine and well-merited compli-
ment to the sterling catholicity of the
Irish people,” says the Ave Maria, “*was
that embodied in one of thg questions
recently propounded to a Paulist mis-
sioner to non-Catholics : ‘Please state
the relationship of St. Patrick to the
Catholic Church.! 'The inquirer did not
know much about the Church or her
doctrines, but observation had evident-
ly led him to think that ‘Irigh’ and
‘Catholic’ were fairly synonymous
terms ; and that St. Patrick was a good
deal more Catholic than most others
among the canonized,~—a very Jesuit
among Catholics, 8o to speak.”” Uufor-
tunately, Irish and Catholic’are not at

all synonymous in Manitoba, where
Protestant Irismen are at least five
times more numerous than Catholic
but the latter, thank God,

are generally a credit to St. Patrick,

THAT CONFERENCE,

Trishmen ;

The idea of & conference hetween Sir
Donald 8mith and Mr. Greenway for the
amicable settlement of the school ques-
tion would be very good if this project
presented any reasonable hope of a
satiglactory and practical solution. Of
the sincerity and earnestness of Sir
Donaid Smith we have not a doubt, but
how can we trust Mr. Greenway ? His
record is one of broken Promises. May
he not be laying a trap for us as he so

unblushingly did for the late Arch-
bishop ? Is he sincere now, when he
prorogues the House just before the
conference will take place, go that he
will Le unable to give anything but
promises ?

Even supposing that, bravely turning
his back upon his past, he be really
converted, can he give us any gghstan-
Lial redress ? Will the majority support

him ? We sincerelv believe that the

majority of voters would, if left to their
sense of justice and bumanity, favor a
settlement that would give full satigtac-
tion to the oppressed minority and re-
lieve the country of an intolerable anxi.
ety. Butthey have been systematical-
ly misled ; tuey have been told that
Catholics aimed at the destruction of
their cherished public 8chools; they
have returned Mr. Greenway on thedig-
tinet issue of “No Separate Schools.”
How can he make them share in the
blessings of his conversion ?

On the other hand, we Catholics
will assuredly not accept less
than what the Remedial Bin
gives us, nor can the Federal Govern-
ment oblige us to take less from My,
Greenway than from Ottawa., There
must be no question of mere promises.
Let Mr. Greenway persuade the Mani-
toba Legislature to pass all the provis-
ions of the Remedial Bill. We ghould
have to aceept this, especially if he mec-
ure to us the Government grant. But
we positively refuse to be duped - by any
more Greenway promises. And we

still Lold that 8 Federal law is prefer-

able, because it would settlethe question
once for all.

S—

“PROTESTANTISM IN POWER.”

To the Editor of the NORTHWEST REVIEW.

818, ~I tbank you for the courtesy you
have shown me in allowing me to reply
to my eritic in your paper, and would
farther crave your iminlgence. Before
proceeding furtber 1 may remark that
it is no argument against or refutation of
the statements of a . writer who may dif-
fer from us by calling him “an erudite
crank.’ or stigmatizing his writings as
“arraut fudge.,” 1 am quite sincere in
saying that I respect “your creed” and
yet assert that in all creeds there must
be a large admixtare of error. The
errors have arisen from the efforts made
to adapt the central truth to surround-
inl!v,ccmclitimis, to use parables or meta-
Phors-which, unfortunately, in time be-
come accepted as traths. In the case of
childten we are obliged to teach dogma-
tically, although the dogmas may be
shuwn to be falge in o succeeding age.
As Pauleays “now we see through a
glass darkly, hereafter we shall see face
to face.” -In other words, I, Paul, can
only tell you what [ gee, but the time
‘may come when you will be able to see
more clearly. I would commend the
‘modesty of Paul to those who laced in
orthodoxy all compaet” cousider them-
selves “a model fur all forms of thought
that be.” X

Your statement with regard to per-
‘mission given to Catholics “well ground-
ed in the faith” to read books prohibited
by the Index Expurgatorius suggests a
degradation of the human mind from
which no progress can possibly emanate.
I cannot conceive the menta} degrada.-
tioo of the man who would submit to be
dictated to as to what books he should
read, especially when many, if ,not all
the books so damned, contain the gorms
of truth, which at any given period, it is

impossible to predict their' importance
in the future developement of the worid.

My statement that “a religion is the effect
of civilization not civilization the effect
of religion” isnot an “unproved affirma-
tion” to those who have investigated the
natural history of religions. Every re-
ligion presupposes the existence of form-
er religions as M. Charron truly says, De
la Sagesse,—“Comme la Judaiquea fait a
la Gentille et Egyptienne, la Chretienne
a la Judaique, la Mauhometane a la Juda-
ique et ‘Chrelien'ne ensemble,” algo
“Toutes trouventet fonrnissent miracles,
prodiges, oracles, mysteres sacres, saints
proplietes, fetes, certains articles de foi
The

same writer suggests to his countrymen

et creance necessaires au salut.”

that their religion is the accidental re-
suit of their birth and education, and
that ifthey had been born in a Moham-
medan country, they would have been
a8 firm believers in Mohammedanism ag
they then were in Christianity. I won-
der how many of my critics owe their
religion more to environment than to
conviction the r:sult of
earnest investigation, The religious de-
velopma}xt of man may be shortly given
in the lines of the late Wilson Jobnson
Fox :

“Make us a god” said man :

Power first the voice obeyed ;

And govn a monstrous form

Its worshippers dismayed ;

Uncouth and huge, by nations rude adored,

With savuage rites and sacrifice abhorred.
* * * * * *

patient and

“Make us a god” said man :

Art next the volce obeyed ;

Lovely, serene and grand

Uprose the Athenian maid H

The perfect statue Greece, with wreathed

brows
Adores in festal rites and lyric vows.
* * * * * »

“Make us a god” said man :

Religion followed art,

And answered “Lo0k within ;

God i8 in thine own heart—

His noblest image there, and hollest shrine:
Silent revere, and be thygelf divine.”

None will, I suppoge, maintain that
such a condition of the human mind as
given 1n the third verse conld have
been reachied before a Ligh degree of
civilization bad prepared the mind for
such an exalted perception of religion.
In India, with its lofty snow capped
mountains, interminable forests, im-
penetrable jungles infested with feroci-
ous animals and with the terrible cye-
lone to add to his awe, is it wonderful
that man feeling his own iusignificance
should make his gods hideous and ter-
rible. In Greece, on the other hand,
where nature is owing to its climate sub-
servient to man the gods were mild and
portraved in beautifull human forms.
But such minds gg those of J. H. New-
man and James Martineau could only
be the product of g high state of civili-
zation. A ‘century or more ago they
wonld scarcely have left a sign of their
existence, and even now, I doubt if the
civilizatioh that hag rendered them pos-
sible can fully appreciate them.

I am, sir,
Yours faithfully,
H. Avusrey Huseanp.

Wawanesa, March 8th, 1896,

[When we said that ¥. W. Newman
was an ‘erudite crank,’ we intended this
expression not for angiment, bat for the
statement of a faci, There could have
been no question of ‘refutation’ for the
simple reason that pone of that authors
opinions, notking but the bare fact of bis
rationalism, had been cited by Dr. Hus-
band. Similarly, when we said that a
poetic quotation to the effect tkat God
rather liked to be represented in contra-
dictory ways wag ‘arrant fudge,’ we were
not arguing but enunciating a self-evident
proposition, “In all creeds there must
be a large admixture of error.” Why
large? Leave out that word, and we
shall readily admit that in all creeds,
except the true one, there must be
an admiXture of error. The shismatic
Greeks have only a comparatively small,
though of course a fatal admixture of
error. When Dr. Husband talks of error
in parables, metaphors and dogmas, we
wonder where he gets bis standard of
truth. If the Doctor reads carefully the
context of hig quotation from St Paul,
i. e, the whole thirteenth chapter of
First Corinthiang, he will find that the
Apostle is speaking, not of any cbange to
take place on this earth, but of what is to
happen in heaven, when prophecies
‘shall be done away’ and tongues ‘shall
cease, and when, as he implies, faith and

kope shall be merged in fruition, and love
alone shall endure for ever.

Dr. Husband “cannot conceive the
mental degradation of the man who
would submit to be dictated to as to what
books he shall read.” What lie calls de-
gradation we call rational care for one's
soul. We cannot conceive the degrada-
tion of the man who would submit to be
dictated to by the thousand lies contain-
ed in all falge religions and false philo-
sophies. It isthe truth whole and ynadult-

erated that makes a man free. Reading
a bad book for the sake of a germ of truth
in it is like hunting for stray coin in g
city sewer when one has a rich mine in
one’s own field. Not one shred of truth
in bad books but is infinitely better set
forth in orthodox Catholic works.

Dr. Husband talks of the ‘natural hist-
ory of religions.” Aye, there’s the rub!
The history of all false religzions ig nat-
ural, purely natural. The history of the
true religion 18 the only one that is saper-
natural. General rules apply to man-
The
‘Patriarchal dispensation developed into
the Mosaic law but without any contra-
diction of the past; so the Jewish dis-
Pensation developed into the Christian

made, not to a divine, religion.

|1aw, again without any contradiction of

eternal truths, though, to be sure, with

.| abrogation of that part of the Jewish

teaching which was only “the shadow of
substance onward striding.” Bat to go
on and assert that the Moh#mmedan
religion, as Charron says, is an outgrowth
of Christianity; is to say that a denial of
the Trinity, of the divinity of Christ, of
Christian marriage is development of the
truths thus denied; which, we repeat
again, not as an argument, Doctor, but as
a geltevident proposition, is ‘arrant
fudge.’” Nor do we wonder that Char-
ron’s Traite de 1a Sagesse was con.
demned in the Index Expurgatorius.
Charron was a confirmed sceptic, and &
Sceptic is a man that does not know how
to weigh evidence.

No doubt & man’s birth and education
have mncb to -do with his religious
views, but’ ﬂxeir inﬂaenee is ot paras
mount with the earnest and sincere
seeker after truth. Unfortunately, among
those who have not prayed for the div-
ine gift of faith, earnestness and sincer-
ity in matters religious are as rare as
they are in social, commercial and polit-
ical intercourse.

Give me the man that is not passion’s siave
And I will wear him in my heart's core,
Aye, In my heart of heart.

The quotation from Wilson Johnson
Fox admits of a Catholic interpretation.
The first two verses show Low powerand
art both failed ; the last shows how rel-
igion succeeded. However, the phrase,
‘religion followed art’ is true only if con-
sidered as part of a poetical dialogue :
for, in point of fact, religion preceded art.
Of this Dr. Hugband does nol seem
aware. Evideutly he thinks, with so
many of our unhistorical contemporaries,
that & high degree of civilization is the
exclusive heritage of this century. QOn
this point we beg to join issse with him.
In material progress, to be sure, we are
making giang strides ; but in the healthy
growth of the reasoning faculty, which is
man’s distinetive glory, there has been
no rémarkable progress since the days
of the Btagyrite more than twentV-two
centories ago. We grant that J. H. New-
man’s matchless style is partly the out-
come of his environment, but his philo-
sophy i8 not so analytic nor so far-reach~
ing as that of Aristotle or Thomas Aqui-
nas. The same reflection is still more
obvious in the ¢ase of J ames Martineau.
Were it not for the restraining influence
of the Lathohc Church, the twentieth
century would bow down in adoration
before & dyuamo, & divorced woman and
a suicide, The currency of the true coin
presents a convenient, but unacknow-
ledged, model for more or less ingenious
counterfeits, The effects of climate and
surroundings wpon man-made religions
is pretty much what Dr. Husband makes
it out to be. But, once more, we insist
upon the fact that the true revelation is
above all these lesser influences : witness
the Hebrews gradually shaking them-
selves: loose from the idolatry of the
Gentiles, while the latter multiplied their
idols. In the centuries inmediately pre-

ceding the birth of Christ the Jews, in

their best representatives, rose to the
level of a real love for the invisible God ;
and the leaders of the elect were always
hignly civilized in the truest sense.
Doubtless these facts don’tsquare with the
theory of evolution ; but 8o much the
worse for a theory th it could never have
obtained any footing in a really intellect-
ual age. Adam, Abraham and Moses did
not wear evening dress, nor did they
ride bicycles and write by an incandes-
cent light ; but they were vastly more
civilized than the Manitoba majority
which has lately strengthened the power
of unreasoning prejudice.

In conclusion we have to thank Dr.
Husband very sincerely for affording us
an opportunity of reverting to first prine-
iples. Curs and Lis are a8 the poles to

each other: the great round world Les
between them.—Ep, N, W. R.1

A PAINFUL SIMILARITY

When the anti-Remedia] resolations
passed at the Toronto mass-meeting and
the resoutions prepared by the Green-
way government appeared, we were
struck with the resemblance between
them, not only in sentiment, but also in
expression. And now that Mr. Laurier
has delivered hig great speech on the
Remedial Bill and moved the six months
hoist, we are still more conviuced of the
painful similarity that exists between
these two sets of resolutions and Mr.
Laurier’s speech. To any thoughtful
person who will take the trouble of come
paring them, there can be no doabt of
this striking connection between the
speech of Mr. Laurier on the one band
and the resolutions of the Greenway
government and of the Toronto meeting
on the other; which strengthens the he-
lief that Mr. Laurier was at the bottom
of both.

The resolutions adopted by the Green-
way government and the Toronto meet-
ing, profess a sincere desire to do justice
to the minority and disclaim any in-
tention to be hostile to Catholics ; sBo does
Mr. Laurier. It is unnecessary for us to
point out the absolute i insincerily of thege
sentiments.
men who first expressed them have been
the most cruel persecutors of the Cath-
olic minority for the past six years.
Imagine the value to be placed on pro-
feesions of friendship and a desire to do
justice to the minority, coming from such
men as Greenway, Sifton, McCarthy and
Martin, Mr. Wilfrid Laurier bas also
made profesaions of a sincere desire to
see the minority in Manitoba enjoying
the same mesasure of justice as is given
to the minorities in Ontaric and Quebec;
but to prove the gincerity of his words,
he makes an appeal to the Protestants of
Ontario to enable bim to rivet upon the
Manitoba minority the galling yoke of
the Greeway government. His speech
friend and compaunion of Mr. Dalton Me-
Carthy whose powder magazine the Hon.
Leader of the opposition has captured.
The motion of the Jeader of the opposi-
tion is a fitting climax to the policy of
bedging which he has pursued on this
question from the very first. Embolden-
ed by the recent victories which his

the fact that all those victories were won
because of the unequivocal promises and
pledges made by the Liberal candidates
to sapport the Remedial bill, the Hon.
Mr. Laurier thought that he could rely on
Quebec to give him its Support notwith~
standing that he cruelly abandoned their
compatriots in the west and tuméd. with
cringing sycophancy, to the enemies of
their race and creed. Mr. Laurier may
think it is good politics to mount the
Protestant horse; but we would remind
him that all Protestants are pet fools,
and the more fntelligent among those
whose prejudices will allow them to think
will place little reliance on & man who
professing to be a Catholic and to Jove
his Church and respect her priesthood,
abandons thie dearest interests of both to
gain a pohtical advantage at the expense
of a weak minority. The Protestants of
Ontario must, if they have any sense of
bumor, be moved to laughter at the ridi-
-cnlousness of a French Canadian Cath-
olic riding the Protestant horse. That
horse has carried many a “good” Prot-

estant politician to his ruin. Time will

on the Remedial bill makes him the -

All we need say is that the .~

Y

party scoredl in Quebec ; but forgetful of -




