e A D IR TAGES
From the Pastoral Letser-of the Fathers of
the. AustrMasian conaocil .
Amony ths most sérjous impedimeénts
to common famlly, as well as’ common
Sunday morship,are’ milxéd marriages.
In fact; the former canuot have place
with the latter: and we may add, the lat.
ter caunot ‘hdppeén where the formwer
have been healthily practised, =~
The yonng man or maiden, who has
lived in an ~‘atmosphere of Catholic
common prayer will not easily picture
happiness for hiniself or herself, in'a
faith divided househoid.  On the other
hand, mixed marriages render difficult
often almost 1mpossible, all the duties of
a Catholic bome* Religioun, whichought
to bless & home with peace. and help
husband and wife, where hecessary, to
muatuasl forbearance, is often the chief
cause of dissension and of longlife quar.
rels. The fancy., so common before
mixed marriages, that ‘we are all wor,
shipping the one God”however plausible
in theory, does not, in after hfe, when
worship takes on itself the forms of ac-
tual practice, realize a single one of its
delusive promises. ) ‘ .
The ‘morning offering' of the
children; the prayers they are to be
taught; the schools they are to attend
the catechism they have to learn at
home in the evenings, the sacraments,
for which in succession they are to be
prepared; and which they are to receive
the beantiful ceremonies of their First
Communion and Confirmation, all. in a
thoroughly Catholic hoaschold, are so
many graces decending directly from
heaven, and largely blessing the parents
as well as the iittle ones. On the o‘her
hand, in homes of mixed religion, how
many times do those should-be sources
ot happiness become  occasions of strife
among the nts, and scandal 16 the
children. /Sometimes a Catholic 'young
woman is satisfied that her promised
husband ‘will not interfere,’ that he will
allow her to have her own 'way
with her children’  Does she
calculate on the danger of his changing
his mind, or on the possibilities’ of his
1elatives, by and by, challenging him
over his ‘weakness in giving in, on such
a point; to a woman? “And in the best
of circumstances, does she set before
herself the hiving to do without his aid
aud support, inall that regards the re.
hgious framjug of the | childiren’s minds
and habits, The inertnées of her hus-
band in the matter of veligion—and in.
ertness is the best thing she hopes for—
will produce itself in her boys, as they
grow nigh to manhood. Indeed. unless,
where a father has made himsdlfse: de.
graded or rei)ulsivyjdﬁd&%:i. the:
almost invarlably, form. 4lemsel
hig model. They continue to love and
respect thei ther, and her relation
¢ %gﬁ&!”uﬁ e oft her ‘wor
gﬁ 16ty A gain;what weight can her
vﬁ”dsﬂ_gavb with li’?e); 86ns andg daughters
when; in after life, she tries to dissuade
them from takingto themselves spouses
from outside the church? Many voun
girls sttempt to ‘defend their :contemp.
lated union with non,catholies by saying
My father was not. g _Catholic, yet he
and.,mo@:igo§aqg very well? If such
wad theicade, itis S rare exception, am-
dit a hbbt of unhdppy marriages. Be.
_ sides, we would say tosuch reasoning
Your present easiness of conseience, as
to tlt;ebfeligion of ¥o:;t future partner is
probakly the: At rygur-"mother’s
mistake, afid myyfm < ’;};Eldhood
spent in an a‘tmosphere of religious in.
difference, What will the next generat.
ion be? How'sad is all this,” compared
with the picture which heaithy Catholic

housgxol@‘ eﬁq% [ .
. And yeg*Wnaviwertve §e8g déarib.
ing is'an ptfon?ily”g%gi?e igm ot

ces where the domestic life is one cease*
less domestic war. The husband, it may
{ o 3
I Bat, hpgv«nf(taqh
of pity or co“n%empt' for their Catholicity
the very presence of her little ones, has
ten tqQ.him

mixed marriage. There are many instan,
:’d%:'%!! 26dre

mother, does the sneer
show itself on his lips. How often in
the poor mother & .
%ﬁ’%‘m orsd 10y

yon
hearts, i rovemed, like theipadebd.
old, he lays the blame on her religion;
and drunkenness apd-anper epuch
are indplged in, find, in'ihe Jiftererzd of

creeds, ready and abundant matenal
for abuse. ATife spént o~ this misery
oftem ond irsg:dgath of il heater
wretchedneéss. Many women circum
stanced as we have been saying, find
themselyes, wﬁ'%ﬂh@rt ten . or fifteen
yeais of motherhosd, with an_eArly
death summoning thém ‘ont of the world
The bitterest thoughtiof that moment
a bitterness which faith itself,, in a
gense, make only more biting—is the an,
ticipation of the fate that -awaits. her
children, They, she knows,will no more
be Catholics. ‘they will, be handed .over
here and there; to his peaple,’ or, some
- strange woman, most likely a non.Cath.
olic brought in over them.., Were.. her
husband of her belief, she might hope
that in some Catholic institution, one or
other ef the saintly. sigterhoods of her
Church would still shelter the faith of
her nestlings. But she feels now. and
feels with remiorse and dismay.-that - at
her own death all Catholicity dies for
then, - The beéattitul Sunday’s Mass’ of
" her own childhood and of theirs, the
‘Hail Mary’ and ‘Holy Mary’ of evening
prayer, the ;mes,}e and protection of
tge Mother of God, the check, an% at
the samé hn‘rg intd, thd consplition of Con-
fesgion, the: bliss! xﬁ :h,:’ Eucharistis
Communion, the timely monition of
priest and nun—all thege are hence for.
ward fdrother wowjealy ¢hildpan, but not
for her's. The struggle is over, and she
18 beaten, but beaten’ because from the
firat she. plaoced hersslfin a falsg position
here is no exaggeration inthese remarks
We are constantly niedting children of
mixed marriages who were:baptined per:
haps confirmed, in the Catholic Church
but the mother died in their infancy,

e

v bsr the hich-Cathiolic ~father — Sad are

those cases whiph: we have been de..
scriving, there arg mixed marriages of a
still more deplorable character. _Sorae,
times the parentsdgree to ‘divide the

shildren between themj the-sons areto
follow. the father and ba-brought up non
Catholic; the mother is to have the girls

No Catholic woman can conscientiously
enter into any such arrangement; nor,
having entered into'it, can she abide oy
it. . As well mightsbe contract to give
balf ber awn soul to a frue worship, and
half a false one. or nalf her Sunday pray

ers in 4 non Catholic temple, and the ot,

nant to; give one portion of her children
to an alien faith, and the other to the
true one, If she believes, as every Cat-
holi¢ is'bound to hold, that Christ is
really present in the Sacrament of the
Altar. she-cannot, without treason - to
God snd injustice to her gons, . allow
those latter to be taught that theSacred
Host is but a ‘wafer.’ and that those who
worship the Almighty in it are idolators
Recognizing, herself, in belief and  in
practice, that the Redeemer, has inatit-
uted 1n His Church the power of forgiv-
ing sins, and an authority to ‘bind’ by
laws, and to ‘loose’ by -indulgence, she
cannot permit, or contract to permit it
that any one of her children be. trained
to despise this authority or redicule that
power. She professes the faith in her
life giving power of ths Sacraments,
and in the great benefit of the inter-
cession of the Virgin Mary and the
Saints, yet, while so doing, she insults
God, and grieviously detrauds her child-

ren, by undertaking thatjthey shall be

brought up not to'avail of the Sacra-
ments nor to have recourse to the pray.

ers of either Virginor Saints-  King
Jereboam withdrew ten of the tribes of
Jacob from the one temple and one

priesthood of Jerusalem; and he is
known ever after, through the - iuspired

writings. as * he who made lerael to sin,’

He committed this treason to his God
and his traditions, for’ certain earthly

motives, and the World of God has
branded and chronicled his schism : and

its obiect throughout all ages. What

judgmer.t awaits the wmother who sim-

ilariarly tor an earthly motive, rends
the lsrael of her household? And while

true Jerusalem, agrees to let the other
half worship -at the altars ot the Schis-
mﬁﬁcKinz. - T ¢

Agamn—1or on this snbject of mixed
marriages we must speak tully and plain
ly—there are painful instances. of {WWJK
minded women marrying non.Catholics
~—their superiors in education, " position
ot btrength of will. ~Froin firat ‘to 'last

| these women are mere cipherd in their
houses, Craven hearted, they are atrawd|:

to go to . Mass an . Sunday; lest their
husbandsfrown -onor sneer at their
doing so. They will riot go to confession
in the public Church, snd at the ordin-

might see them, and report it to him or

g|to his friends.’ The approaching birth

of her first born; which oughtto be and
is in & home of« undivided faith,
such sn-epoch of - joy,is:to them s timse
of-extra anxiety. - Their consciences are
not dead within them, and they feel the
obligation -of ‘'having “the = coming

to the priest, in the absense of her uus-
band, and in -sad fear: and ' trembling;
lest any..one shonid know of it;-there ‘is.
the begging that the.child may be christ
ened privately, and finally the - ackno

k]

ledgement that slié dares not proraise,
eveén to-her own’bieart; that
to bring up the child a Catholic, or teach:
it Catholic prayers, or instruet it in Cat-
holic doctrine,

minl, void must the heart be, as that

moment? Ts this the happy married
life she used ta xg‘mlgﬁbmslfa 1.&,»&&?
thia blessednoss that her young mother-
haod brings to het?  Years, as they
on, only make things worse. The young
péople become separated from her’ aud

| however it may be’ with' the father,
! who'is sure t0 haye many other interests |

Cm A p b o
er's heart by the removal of her children
She'is snotgéd to'look at thewr food dnd
raiment, hut'an slien schoolmistréss has
her little girls’ seculdr instriidtion, an
alion minfster has the formation of thely’
religious feelinge,

hak no volce in either.’ 18 it &ny wonide

‘lot, or & moresevere p
self willed step.
Oné more gpecies

Jeciés of mixed -marriage,
and we finish for the present, with, this
disheartening topie, . Lhere, are parenta.
falsely c'p;ﬁi_ng themselves by the glorious,
title ot Cathalics, who to use their own
-exproession. ‘For peace sake, sink their
children’s faith, and probably the prac,.
tice of their own, rather  risk | the.
grumbling of & non-Catholic !Vlftsﬂ'.h“;:,

and.

bazd; such sbandonment of Gogd.
truth, such base silence, is not peace, or
if you will, it is the peace of the charnel-
house. b is the ‘peace’ which -Nabuch-
odonosor and Titys spread over the Holy
City It is the ‘peace’ whicn Christ calls
‘the abomination of desolation, where the
altar of the living God is over turned; the
lamp of the Sanciuary extinguished; the
little ones cry all. day for the bread o
iife, and there is none to break .1t to)

suicide seeks—1} 15 the stagnation. of the
pool, it is the ‘white sepulchre’., deacrib-
ed by the saviour—‘an ontside calm.end.
fair, an inside filled with rottness -and,
deaabones.” The Catholics, ..men, .or
women, who fancy they can keep..their

oven one of their children - be . brought
up outside it, are not .in the way of . eal,
vation, Perhaps, inde=d, .they.do. ot
troub’e themselves about their gwn saf-
ety: and,

le words (Tobins Vi, 13), {they in such &

and the ¢are of them fell to the. frxiun%;

'

| mapner receive. matrimony as, to - ghut

her halfin a Catbolic Chureh, as cove.-

sending one half to the temple ot the|

think of what they know will happen, .
By-and-by there is the mother steaiing |

ke’ will try |

What a_cheerless., dis-|.

they roll |

by
"“Sne, their mother, | |

that’ many wotaen so ciréimatanced be 1
come drynkards or insané! ' Is* there|”
on th isside of the grave, & more.dismal |
' unishment for one

them. It islike the ‘peace,’, which. . thei )

own hold i the true Church, .;and. leti

w0 them,are realized the ternb.|.

that of

being gafe . in

dimmed :

seiouslyy - ¢
muxed

fore tbe minds

Lord;

for'thy son,

DANIELCAREY.,
ﬂurf’htﬂ': A,‘”'ng’li m'!lcl.c“" and Notary

. marriages
pogate indifferentism.’ And t
the exhortation which wa emphatically
repeat: *We csll upon the clergy to
place these things more frequently be,
of the people, and to do
it with the gentleness, and desicacy, and
firmpiess of the spirit’ of Christ their

out (od Trom themselves and from there
mind. - Theirsonduct: is ss:-inhuman
and criminal. . 38- would. .have: . been

Noah,

i),

as!

or .

“In all that we have been saying on
this subjeot.of mixed marriages, - We re-
mind you that neither the teachings nor
the enactments are ourg only. They
are in the very head and front of Gods
direct legislation Speaking to the people
ot Israel (Deut, vii., 3) about the. various
nations. surrounding them,
‘Thou shalt not make marri
them, Thoushalt not give thy daughter
For she will turn away thy
son from following me," etc,  How many
instances do we 10t see every day of
this forsaking of God arising from mixed
marriags?  And wit|
staring us in thé  face, and with the
words of holy writ rin
how can we be silent}

such

gt

Co mmissioner for Quebae ar; 4 Manitoba
25 LOMBARD STREET: wiNNIPEG, )

.. .. bBim
; ithe .ark, he coldly
looked herefrom at a son or dsugbter
struggling to desth in tha abyss.” No
priest can’ give to such persons Cortmun
ion .while they live, or the ritesof. relig. |
10n when they die,
Your veue'rablgdpaators : \
Provineial synod at Melbourne in 1869
did ‘not hesitate to write that ‘in - such
marriages 88 we have - been desgribing
tevery wordly motive is intensified,every | L
spiritual object and: responsibility is be.
., and  gttenuated, - Mixed
marriages are formed by those whose.
farth'is partly suffocated by the unwhol
some atmosphere of indifferentism. con- | P. P.
unconaciously;
.. directly .. .pro-

ng .in’_our ears,
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